


REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

Introduction 

For almost 30 years it has been the practiceofthis servant to listen 
to the biographies, sayings or generally understood compilations of 
his elders in the gathering after the, 'Asr salaah. The rea!on for 
doing so is that during this time besides the daily average of 3 0 to 40 
visitors the JocaJ people also come. Henee~ it is may heart's desire 

- - .t 
that spme ofthejewels of these elders fall ori their ears which would 
benefit them in both the worlds . This servant does not know how to 
deliver lectures and does not des.tte tc waste his time in futile talk. 

·It is not only good conviction, but rather, it is a reality that Allah 
Subhanahu Wa Ta 'aa/a through His Bounty and Grace had given 
these elders a complete portion in following the Sunnah of Prophet 
(Sallallanu Aloihi WasaJ/am) . Those who are well aware of the 
life-, praot;ices and sayings ofProphet (Sallallahu.Alaihi Wasallam) 
~d who participated in the gathering afthc:se elders for a few days 
will themselves realise ~is fact. The sayings of these elders are 
pieces of jewels and their silence a means of internal (spiritual) 
progress. 

With regards to this a person has appropriately sa.ad: 

These a~ those whose sleep excles worship 
Upon their piety do the Muslimsfoel proud 
Their Heirship of Nubuwwat (Prophethood) adorns their. condition: 
It is (heir duty to gu.ard the Laws of Deen t~eligion) . 
They live in this world aR.d yet, they are completely "'!concerned with it; 
They move in the sea but never does the water Wf!t tlteir clothing 
Whfn thl!y sit in S«lusion they ~xperiencethe enjoymenlofcongregation: 
And when they come into congr.egation then their eloquence is silence. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

How correctly and aptly ha$ someone said: 

0 Allah I How many forms you have created 
Let alone being hand-kissed, each one Is worthy ofbeingfiu~t-kissed; 

Therefore, their condition is a rnearts of progress in Imaan . Lately, 
the Khalifa of Hazrat Haldmul Ummat {Rahmatul/ahi Alaihi). 
Poctor Abdul Hay Sahib, sent a booklet which his spiritual student, 
late Mas 'ud Ehsan • AJawi, compiled. This booklet contains the 
sayings and practices of Harrat-Hakeemul Ummal (Rahmatullahi 
Alai hi) which Doctor Sahib related before his attendants from tirne 
to time. Since this compilation airived' it's reading and listening 
oontinqed. Puring this period my sincere friend, Mol vi Mohanun~ 
Binori, son ofHazrat Maulana Mohammed Yusuf Binori, sent two 
copies off.he Qayyinaat Magazine for the. months Zil Qa'dah and Zil 
Hijjah 1394 Hijri. Because of it's concisene~s I began listening to 
it thinking that it will be completed in tw() to three days. Two Arabic 
poems o~ the remembrance and portrayal of death in the Zit Qa' dah 
issue pleased me very much. I told my writer (scribe) to copy these 
pOems in my book,Aap Beti number 'J. On·this some ofmy friends, 
especially Soofi Mobanuned Iqbal Hoshyaarpori Madani, said that 
the subject matter regardiDg death which appears in the book, 
Fadhaaile Sadaqaat - Part Two, should be added to it and it would 
be of greater benefit ifinsteadofincluding it into the actual book, Aap 
Beli, it is added as a supplement so that, firstly, it could become part 
of book and, secondly it coulfi -be published separately in large 
numbers. I approved of. this ·View and, hence; on the 17th of 
Mubamunul HaraaJn .-395 Hijri- a Wedn~y- at the time of 
Chaasht I am beginning this booklet in the Nan1e .of Allah of the 
stones of Masjide Nabawi (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam). May 
Allah Subhanahu W~ Ta'aala, through His Bounty and Grace. 
make it a means of this servant to remember death excessively so 
that the sayings or'- Prophet (Salla/lahu Alaihi Wasallam): 
"Remember the breciur of the worldly pleasures i.e., death, 
excessively., could be aCtc:d upon. 
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Firstly, I will commence with thoseAhadeeth which have appeared 
in Fadhaaile Sadaqaat- Part Two regarding death. Thereafter, these 
two Arabic poemS which was the actual cause of this booklet with 
their translation will be noted down. In the end I will also note two 
poems of K.hajah Azeezul Hasan Majzoob, Darse /brat and 
Muraaqabah-e-Maut, who had a lot of affection in his life time fur 
this servant. May this compilation become a means of remembering 
death excessively. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

In The Name Of Allah The Most Beneficent, The Merciful 

Hazrat lbne Umar (Radiyallahu Anhu) says: ' 'I was one among ten 
people who carne into the presence of Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi 
Wasallam). One Ans~ri stood up and asked Prophet (Sallal/ahu 
Alai hi Wasallam): "Who is the most intelligent and careful person?" 
Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasal/am) replied: ' 4Those people who 
remember death most and prepare for it most. These are people who 
have excelled in the nobility of this world and the honour of the 
hereafter." [Reported by lbne A bud Dunyaa and Tabraani in 
JaamiuosSagheer with a good chain of narration. Ibne Maajah has 
reported it briefly with a good chain of narration as it appears in 
Targheeb.] 

Commentary 

Many Ahadeeth under difthent topics have been narrated fr:om 
Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) regarding the remembrance 
of death. Some of these narrations have already been mentioned 
underthe.Hadee th of restraining hopes. Amongst them the cornman<;l's 
of Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) has been mentioned in 
different narrations that remember the breaker of pleasures 
excessively, i.e ., death. I am mentioning this topic separately 
because of the importance given to it by Prophet (5iallallahu Alai hi 
Wasallam). Excessive remembrance of death is a 1neans of: 

1. restraining hopes~ 

2 . preparing for death; 

3 . non-attachment towards the world (which 1s the actual· 
object); 

4. to prevent amassing unused wealth; 

5. helps to gather a treasure for the hereafter; 

6 . a thing which encourages repentance from sin and 

7. a prevention from oppressing others and not. fulfilling their 
rightS. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

In short this deed includes within itselfmany benefits. For this reason 
it is the practiee of the Masha 'ikh ot Sulook (the divines) to 
specially control their .followersto meditate over death accOrding to 
their appropriate conditions. 

In one Hadeetb it is Stated that a yoUilgster stood up in a gathering 
and said: "0 Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam)J Who is the 
most intelligent amongst the Mumlnen?'' ,Prophet (Si:lllallahu 
Alaiht Wasallam) said: "The person who remembers death 
excessively arid makes the best preparation ·before it . cortte.s c'' 

[lttihaaj) 

Once Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallom) read the Aayah: 
"Wb6ever Allah Ta 'aala wishes to grant guidance He opens his 
chest for Islam (he understands .Islam completely).,. 

[Al An 'oam, Aayl:lh 12} 

Thereafter, Prophet (Salta/l(lhu Alaihi Wasallam) said: "When the 
Light of Islam enters a person's bosom his bosom opens up for it.'' 
Someone said: "O.Ptophet (Salla1lqhu Alaihi Wasallam )! Is thete 
any sign which indicates that Islam has entered the bosom?~' 
Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) said: •ewhen disinclination 
towards the deceptable House (the world) develops, there is an 
inclination towards the everlasting world (Aakhirah) and there is 
preparation before the coming of dea.th."'1 Prophet (Sallallahu 
Alaihi Wasal/am) said: .. 1 had asked permission to visit the grave of 
my mother and it had been granted. You should visit the grave-yard 
because this reminds you of death.,, In oneHadeethit has ~me that 
from ita lesson is leamt. ln another hadeeth it bas come that visiting 
the graveyard causes disinclination towards the world and the 
hereafter comes to min& 

Hazrat Abu.Zarr (Radiyallahu Anhu) says that Prophet (Sallallahu 
Alaihi Wasallam) told me: 4•Visit the graveyard, it wiU remind you 
of the Aakhirah. Give ghusl (bath) to the dead, it is a remedy for 

l. Mishkaat 

10 



REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

those bodies which are devoid ofgood d~. From it a lot of adVice 
is attained. Take paq in the janaazah Salaah. It is possible _that it 
will create some grief and sadness in you. for a person who is 
concerned with his Aakhirah is under the Shadow of Allah and he 
searches for every good.''2 In one Hadeeth Prophet (Sallallahu 
Alaihi Wasallam) has said: ''Visit the sick and accompany the 
Janaazah for this is a reminder of the Aakhirah.'' 

A wise. person was accompanying a janaazah. Enroute the people 
were expressing their grief and sorrow for the deceased. The wise 
person remarked: "It would bemuchmore.beneflcial ifyou expressed 
grief and sorrow over yourselves: This ~~son has passed away ari~ 
he has saved himselffrom three calamities: In future he will not hav'e 
any fear of seeing the Angel -of Death; he will not experience the 
difficulties ofdeath and -he has no fear ofan evil end (death). Hence, 
you should worry since you have to pass through these three 
stages." 

Hazrat Abu Dardaa (Radiyallahu Anhu) was accompanying a 
Janaazah. A way:fa!"er asked: .. Whose janaazah is this?" Hauat 
Abu Daretaa (Radiya/lahu Anhu) replied: ''This is your janaazah 
and if you dislike what I say then it is myjanaazah." (Meaning that 
this is 'the time to remember your death. It is unsuitable to turn one's 
attention towards us.eless talk on this occasion). 

It is the saying ofHazrat. Hasan Basri (Rahmaiullahi Alaihi): "Itis 
very astonishing that those people who have been commanded to 
prepareforthejoumey (of the hereafter) and tl)eannouncement for 
their early departure bas already been rnade yet · they are-involved 
in the play of this world." It is famous about him that whenever he 
used to see a janaazah his condition would become such becasue 
of grief and sorrow that it seemed as if he had just returned frorn the 
burial ofhis mother. [Tambihul Ghaaji/eenj 

Hazrat 'Ayesha (Radiyallaltu Anhaa) says: ••A lewess cauae to 

2 Targheeb 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

her and in retum for some favour ~he said: "May Allah Subhanahu 
Wa Ta 'aala save you from the punishment of the grave." Hazrat 
Ayesha (Radiyallahu Anhaa) asked Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi 
Wasallam):" Is 1there punishment in the grave?" Prophet (Sal/allahu 
Alaihi Wasallam) replied: "Most definitely, there is punishment in 
the grave." The1reafter Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) used 
to always seek protection from the punishment of the grave after 
every sa/aah (for the sake of teaching the peop!e) . 

In one Hadeeth Prophet (Sal/allahu Alaihi Wasallam) has said: 
"The deceased iin the grave are punished so severely that even the 
animals can hl::::ar them screaming." In one Hadeerh Prophet 
(SallallahuAlaihi Wasallam) says: "Were it not for ny apprehension 
that you would discard burying the dead I would have made du 'aa 
to Allah Subhanahu Wa Ta 'aala to enable you to hear the 
punislunent of the grave.'' \Vhencver Hazrat Usman (Radiya/lahu 
Anhu) used to stand at the grave side he used to cry so excessively 
that his blessed !beard would become wet . Someone asked: .. \Vhy do 
you not cry so much when mention is made of Jannah and 
Jahannam as you ·would cry when mention is made ofthe grave_I' 
He replied: I heard Prophet (Sal/a/lahu Alaihi Wasallam) sa)'ing: 
·'The grave is the first stage from the stages of the Aakhirdh. 
Wh~ver has passed it easily all the other oncoming stages wt'll be 
easy for him and whoever is afflicted with punishment in it for him 
the onooming·S'lages will be even tougher.'' And I have also heard 
Prophet (Sallallahu A)aihi Wasallam) saying: "I have not seen any 
scene more severe than the scene of the grave." In another 
Hadeelh Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) is reported to have 
said: ''Every morning and evening, the deceased is shown his abode 
which he will enter after the Day of Qiyamah. lfhe is from amongst 
the inmates of Jannah he is shown his abode in Jannah (because 
of which he will !become happy and glad in his grave) and ifhe is from 
amongst the inmates .of ....lahannam he is shown his abode in 
Jahannam (because of which his grief and worry will 41ly.rays be 
increased) ." 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

Hazrat Ayesha (,Raciiy(ll/ahu Anha) says: "Once a Jewish lady 
c~e to my door to beg for food saying: Give me some fOOd. May 
Allah Subhanahu Wq Ta 'aala protect you from the. mischief of 
Dajjaal and the punishment of the grave!" Ha.zrat Ayesha 
(Radiyallahu Anha) says: "l caused this lady to wait until Prophet 
(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) returned. l informed Prophet 
(Sallal(qhu Alaihi Wasallam) of the two things the Jewish lady 
said. Prophet (SallallahuAlaihi Wasailam) said: ''The mischief of 
Daj.Jaalis such that noProphetfrom amongsttheAmbiyaa (A1aihimus 
Salaam) who had lived before me who did not warn his Ummah 
about this mischie.f., but I am going to say something with regard to 
Dajjaal which no Prophet has said until now and that is: Dajjaal is 
one-eyed and on his forehead the word, 'Kaajir', will be written 
which every believeT will tead. With regard to the trial of the grave 
this happens: When a pious person passes~away the angel seats him 
in the grave. He sits in such a way that he is not bewildered not is 
he sad. Thereafter .. he is questionedwith.regardtolslam. thus: What 
havey<;m to sayabout.Isla.rp? Ther. he isasked; What d<;> you say with 
regard 'to this Person i.e. Prophet (Sa.llallahu Alaihi Wasallam)? 
He replies: This is Mohammed (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) who 
came to us .and brought to us: clear signs from Allah Subhanahu Wa 
Ta'aala. We believed in all what Prophet (SaUallahu A/aiM 
Wasallam) brought to be true. After this beis first shown a place in 
Jahannam~ where he sees people falling over ~ne another. He is 
told: Look at this place. Allah Subhanahu Wa Ta 'aala has saved 
you from . this difficult~ Thcrreafte'r, he .is shown .. a place in Jannah 
where he sees a lot of beautY and splendour and he continues to look . 
at the scenes of it's pleasure . . He is told:• This is your abode (after 
Qiyamah you will be brought here). In the world you had conviction 
( Yaqeen) of the Aakhirah, in this condition you passed away and 
in this condition you will be resurrected from your grave on the Day 
of Qiyamah. When an evil person dies.he is seated in the grave, 
bewildered and frightened. He is asked the same questions (which 
were menticmed before). He replies: I do not know anything. Firstly, 
the Doors ofJannah are opened for him. He is 'shown the beauty, 
splendour and bounties ofJannah and it issaidtohim: This was your 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

original abode but you have been removed from here. Then he is 
shown Jahannam where he sees people falling over one another 
and he is told: This is your abode. In the world you remained in doubt, 
in that condition you died and in the same condition you will be 
res.urrected on the Day of Qiyamah." [Targheeb] 

Abu Qatadah (Radiyallahu Anhu) says: ''Once ajanaazah.passed 
by Prophet (Sallai/ahu Alaihi Wasallam) . Seeing it Prophet 
(Salla/Jahu Alaihi Wasa/Jam) said: "This person has either found 
reliefor others have'been relieved ofhim., Then Prophet (Sa/lal/ahu 
Alaihi Wasallam) said: "When a Mo 'min servant passes away he 
is relieved from the difficulties and troubles of this world and he goes 
into the Mercy of Allah Subhanahu Wa Ta 'aala (He finds relief). 
When an evil person dies, other people, places, trees, and anirtJals 
find relief because of his death. This is -so because the evil of sinning 
causes calamities to decend in the world. Due to this rains are 
stopped, mischief spreads in the cities, trees dry up and even the 
animals experience difficulty in obtaining fodder. Hence, every one 
is relieved when an evil person dies \>e(:ause through his evil 
everybody experienced difficulty., 

Hazrat Ibne Umar (Radiyallahu Anhu) says that once Prophet 
(&illa/JahuAlaihi Wasallam) caught my shoulders and said: "Live 
in this world like a stranger, rather like a traveller." 

Hazrat Ibne Umar (Radiya/lahu Anhu) says: "When you spend the 
morning do not await the evening and when you spend the evening 
do not await the morning. Prepare for your sick period in your health 
(i.e. whatever deeds a person does while being healthy be will 
receive it's rewards when he is sick) and prepare_your provis-ions for 
your death during your life-time." [Mishkaat] 

HazratAbu Hurairah (Radiyallahu Anhu) says: ''Oncewe walked 
with a janaazah in the Company of Prophet (Sallallahu Alaiht 
Wasal/am). Reaching the grave yard, Prophet (Sallallahu A.laihi 
Wasallam) sat at the side of one grave and said: "No day passes over 
the grave wherein it does not announce m a very eloquent and clear 
voice: .. 0 Son of Adam! You have forgotten me. I am a house of 
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REMEMBRANCE OF .DEATH 

salitude. I am a house ofStrangers, I am a house of horror, I am a 
house of insects, I am a very narrow house except for that person 
whom Allah Subhanahu Wa Ta 'aala causes me to expand. •• 
Thereafter Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) said: ·The grave 
is either a garden from amongst the Gardens of.'Jannah or a pit from 
amongst. the Pits of Jahannam... · 

Hazrat Sahl (Radiyallahu An},u.) says that one Sahaabi 
(Radiyallahu Anhu) passed away. The Sahaabah (Radiyallahu 
Anhum) began to praise him .. They made mention of his excessive 
'ibaadafl. Observing silence, Prophet (Sa/lallahu Alaihi Wasallam) 
listened to them. When they finished Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi 
Wasallam) asked them: '"Did he ever remember death?" The 
Sahaabah (Radiyallahu Anhum) replied: ••He never used to 
mention it." Then Prophet (Sallallahu Alaih( Wasallam) asked 
them: . .. Pid he discard his desires? (for example, he desired to eat 
something but did not do so). ' ' The Sahaabah (Radiyallahu 
Anhum) replied: .. He had never done so." Prophet (&lllal/ahu 
Alaihi Wasallam) said: "11ris Sahaabi (Radiyallahu Anhu) will 
not teach those stages which those of you will reach when you do 
these two things (i.e. re~mbering death and discarding desires)." 

In another Hadeeth it is reported that that mention was made of the 
excessive worship and mujaahadah (striving) of one Sahaabi in the 
Company of Prophet (Sallallahu A14ihi Wasallani) . Prophet 
(SOllallahu Alaihi Wasallam) asked: .. To what extent did he 
remember ~eath?" The Sahaabah (Radiyal/ahu Anhum) replied: 
.. We never' heard hint mentioning it." Then Prophet (Sallal/ahu 
Alaihi Wasalla#J) said: '1Den he is. not ofthat stage (which you 
understood him to be in).'' Hazrat Baraa (Radiyallahu.Anhu) says: 
•

4we were with Prophet (Salla/lahu Alaihi _Wasallam) in the burial 
of one janaazah. Reaching there Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi 
Wasallam) sat by the side ofone grave and cried so much that the 
ground became wet. Prophet (SQI/allahu Alaihi Wasallam) said: 
.. Brotllerst Prepare (i.e. for going into the grave)."' 

l. Targheeb 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

Hazrat Shaqeeq bin Ibrahim (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: ' 'In four 
things a person conforms with me b~ way of his tongue but opposes 
me by way ofhis deeds. 

1. He says that we are the servants (and slaves) of Allah 
Subhanahu Wa Ta 'aala, yet he does the deeds- of free 
people. 

2. He says that Allah Subhanahu Wa Ta 'aala is responsible 
for our sustenance, yet his heart is not at ease upon this 
repsonsibility untilsuch time that he is not in the possession of 
a:ny worldly material~ · 

3. He says that the hereafter holds virtue over the world, yet he 
always worries about hoarding wealth for this world (he has 
no worry for the hereafter)~ and 

4. He says that death is inevitable, it will defmitely come, yet his 
deeds are like those who do not want to die." 

Abu Haamid Laffaaf (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: " Whoever 
remembers death excessively is honoured with three things:-

1. He repents quickly; 

2. He is contented with his wealth and~ 

3. Eagerness and attachment is created in his ibaadah. 

And whoever is unmindful of death is afflicted with three 
punishments:-

1. His repentance from sins is delayed; 

2. He is unhappy with his income (he always considers it to be 
meagre no matter how much it may be); and 

3. Laziness is created in his ibaadah."[TambihtJ Ghaajileenj 

lmaam Ghazali (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: "All praise is only for 
that Pure Being Who has twisted the necks of mighty oppressors and 
tyrants, broken the backs of great kings and terminated the hopes of 
rich treasure owners through death. All these people were such that 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

they hated the remembrance of death, but when the Command of 
Allah came (i .e. the time of death) they were thrown into a pit~ From 
high mansions they were flung beneath the ground; from soft beds 
in . the lllumination of electric bulbs they we~:e thrown into the 
darkness ofthe grave; instead of playing with slave-boys and slave
girls they got entangled with the insects of the _earth~ instead of 
enjoying delicious food and drink they were made to roll in dust and 
instead of being in the company of friends they were made to suffer 
the dreariness ofsolitude. Have they protected themselves against 
death .by means of a strong fort or have they adopted any other 
means to save themselves from death? Pure is that Being Who has 
no partner is His Quality of Force and Subdual. Only His being is 
Ever Living. Npnc resembles Him. When everybody has to face 
death: return to the soil; live with the insects of the grave; face 
.Munkar and Nakeer (i.e. angels); stay beneath t.lte earth, an abode 
for a long period of time; be a witness to the severe scenes of the 
Day of Qiyamah and thereafter to be still ignorant of whether one 
will enter Jannah or Jahartnum, t.'ten it is ofubnost importance that 
the worry of death should subdue every person. It's concern should 
overpower everything else; W s remembrance should •·emain a 
hobby~ ~ngaging in it's preparation should always continue and 
awaiting it's approach should always be one··s occupation as no 
particular time has been appointed for it's approach for it is unknown 
when it will come." Therefore Prophet (SallalJahu Alaihi 
Wasallam) has said: "An intelligent person is he who has control 
over himself and remains occupied in those deeds which will benefit 
him after de.ath." Preparation for a certain thing cannot take place 
unless a person is always concemed about it and always remembers 
it. A person who is engrossed in this world, entangled in the 
deceptive things of this world and fascinated by it's enjoyments, his 
heart .becomes completely negligent of death, and if death be 
remembered he dislikes it. With regard to this Allah Subhanahu Wa 
Ta 'aala says:-
''The death which you are running awayfrom will seize you. Then you will 
return to that Pure Being Who .Knows :he unseen and the seen. He will 
inform you about that which you did " [SurahJum 'ah] 

17 



REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

The Ulema have written that people are of four types v.-·ith regard 
to death:-

1. The first are those who are engrossed in this world. They 
dislike the remembrance of death because it causes a 
detachment from worldly pleasures . . Such people never 
remember death, and if, per chance, they remember it, they 
remember it with dislike because it fills them with sorrow and 
they are grieved to lose the world. 

2 . The second are those who tum towards Allah Subhanahu 
Wa Ta 'aala but they are in the initial stages. Through the 
remembrance of death they fear Allah 5J'ubhanahu Wa 
Ta 'aala and because of death their repentance strengthens. 
Such people fear death not because they will lose the world 
but rather because their repentance is incomplete. They do 
not want to die immediately. They want to reform their 
condition and they are concerned about it. This person is 
excused for disliking death. Such people are excluded from 
the saying of Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), that 
whoever dislikes meeting Allah Ta 'aa/a, Allah Ta 'aala 
dislikes meeting him. In actual fact such people do not dislike 
meeting Allah Ta 'aala, rather they fear their shortcomings 
and errors. Their example is that of a lover who wishes to 
prepare before meeting his beloved so that his beloved could 
be made happy. It is necessary, however, that such people 
always remain busy in preparing for death. Besides this they 
should not have any other occupation. Ifthisis not so then th~y 
are similar to the first group . They also then become engrossed 
in this world. 

3. The third are the Divines. Their repentance is complete. Such 
people love death. They desire .it, because for an :;trdent lover 
which time can be better than meeting with his beloved and, 
ii1 this case, death is the time for meeting the Beloved i.e. 
Allah Tq 'aala. An ardent lover himself, automatically 
remembers the promised time of meeting. He never forgets 
it. These are those people who wish for an early death . They 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

always remain anxious for art early death so that they can 
attain quick salvation from this world of sin. In one narration 
it i-s stated that Hazrat Huzaifah (Radiyallahu Anhu) said the 
following at the time when death approached him: ''Death 
which I desired has come atthe time ofnecd. Ort this occasion 
a sad person is unsuccessful. 0 Allah! You know well that I 
always loved poverty •nore than wealth, illness more than 
health and death more than life. Grant me an early death, so 
that I may meet You." 

4 . Th<e fourth type of people, who are the most excellent, are 
those who qo not hope and desire for anything against the 
Pleasure ofAHah Ta 'aala . They do not desire death nor life 
oftheir own accord. They have reached the ultimate stages 
of love in submission (Tasleem) and pleasure (Ridhaa) . 

Nevertheless, the remembrance ofdeathis, in aU conditions, a cause 
of reward. for a person who is engrossed in this world, causes a 
decrease in worldly pleasures and, to some extent, it causes 
disinclination towar:(is this world. Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi 
Wasallam) has said: "Remember the breaker of all pleasures i_e. 
death excessively ." ltmea.ns thatthrough it's remembrance decrease 
your pleasures so thatyo11 may return towards Allah Ta 'aala. In one 
Hadeeth Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) has said: "If 
animals possessed so much knowledge with regard to death as you 
posses then you would.never have found a fat animal to eat (because 
ollt of fear of death, they would all become lean)." Ha.zrat Asiha 
(Radiyallahu Anha)asked Prophet (Sa/lallahu Alaihi Wasallam): 
''Cana .person be included amongst the martyrs without martyrdom?" 
Prophet (Salla/lahu Alaihi Wasallam) said: ' 'A person who 
remembers death twenty times during the day and pight c;;ould be 
amongst them." It is mentiqned in a Hadeeth that the person who 
reads: Allahuma Baarik li fil maut wa jimaa ba 'dal maut twenty 
five times could be amongst the martyrs. The reason for these 
virtues is that excessive remembrance of death causes disinclination 
owards this world and it makes a person prepare for the Aakhirah. 
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On the other hand, neglecting tl1c remembrance of death causes 
engrossment in the desires and pleasures of this world. ' Ata 
Khuraasaan~ (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says : " Once Prophet 
(S.al/allahu Alaihi Wasa/lam) passed a gathering from where the 
loud sound of laughter was heard. Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi 
Wasal/am) said: ' ' Include the remembrance of that which will 
dis tu rb the pleasures of your gatherings ." The S ahaabah 
(Rad1yallahu Anhum) enquired: " 0 Prophet (Salla /lahu Alaihi 
Wasallam)! What is that which dis turbs pleasure?" Prophe t 
(Sal/allahu Alaihi Wasallam) replied: "Death!" 

[Ihyaa] 

llt one Hadeeth Prophet (Sallallahu A/aihi JVasallam) has said: 
.. Remember death excessively, it prevents sinning and causes 
disinclination towards the world." ln another Hadeeth Prophet 
(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) said: " If you knew what you will 
experience after death you would never eat food or drink water with 
pleasure ." 

One Sahaabi (Radiy allahu Anhu) was advised by Prophet 
(Salla/lahu Alaihi Wasal/am): .. Remember death excessive ly, this 
'\>.111 remove your inclination from o ther things." 

In anod1er Hadeerh it is stated: " Remember death excessively, 
whoever remembers death excessively his heart becomes alive an,l 
death becomes easy for him." One &lhaabi (Radiyallahu Anh.~/ 

told Prophet (Salla/lahu Alaihi Wasa!la m): "0 Prophet (Sallal/ahu 
Alaihi WasaJ/am)! I dislike death . What is the cure?'' P rophet 
(Sa/lallahu A/aihi Wasallam) asked h im . ''Do you have any 
wealth?" He replied: "Yes!" Propht:t (Sal/allahu Aiailu Wasa/lam) 
told him: " Spend your wealth. A person's heart is attached to his 
wealth. A person who spends his wealth wishes to accompany it 
(towards the hereafter) and a person who wicho!ds his wealth 
wishes to stay with it (in this world).'' 
{ltlihaaf] 

In one Hadeeth it is stated that when two-third of the night passed 
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Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi W;lSallam} used to say: "0 People! 
Remember Allah! Remember Allah! Very soon the time of the 
Tremor of Qiyamah and thereafter, the Blowing of the Trumpet will 
occur. Evety person's death together with all its difficulties is 
approaching." [Mishkaat] 

It was the practice of Hazrat Umar bin Abdul Aziz (Rahmatullahi 
Alaihi) that daily, at night, he would call a gathering ofthose Ulema 
who used to remember death, Qiyaamat and the Aakhirah due to 
which he would cry as if a janaazah was placed in front of him 
Ibrahim Taimi (Rahmatullahi Alai hi) says: ~·Two things caused the 
termination of aU · worldly pleasures in me. Firstly, death, and 
secondly, the concern of standing in front of Allah Ta 'aa/a oq .tbe 
Day of Qiyamah." Hazrat Ka'ab (Radiyallahu AnhuJ says: "For 
the person who recognises death all worldly difficulties become 
easy·." Ashath (Rahmatullahi A laihi) says: "Whenever we used to 
go to Ha.zrat Hasan Basri (R.ahmatullahi Alaihi) then Jahanriam 
and the Hereafter were mentioned." One woman complained to 
Hazrat Ayesha (Radiyallahu Anha) about the hardness of her 
heart. Hazrat Ayesha (Radiyallahu Anha) said; "Remember death 
excessively. Your heart wili become soft . ., TI1e woman did as she 
was told and thereafter, she returned to Hazrat Ayesha (Radiyallahu 
Anha) and thanked her very much. [lhyaa] 

lmaam Ghazali (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: '"The matter of death 
is very terrifying and yet poople are very neglectful of it. Firstly. 
because of their excessive involvement in the world they do not 
remember it and, ifthey do, then too because their heart is attached 
to something else, it is only remembered verbally which brings no 
benefit. Hence, it is necessary that the heart be made free from 
everything else so that death be remembered in such a manner as 
if it is in front of one. The method of doing this is to ponder over the 
condition of one's rclativ_es. friends and dear ones who have left this 
world how they were placed on the bier and then buned in soil. One 
should think about their beautiful features and high positions; how the 
soil has transformed their good features; how their bodies have been 
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separated into pieces, and how they have left behind their children 
as orphans, wives and clothing were left behind. This will also be my 
condition one day. How they sat in gatherings laughing aloud and 
today they are sleeping silently. How they were involved in the 
pleasures of the world, whereas today they are sleepingin bare soiL 
They forgot death and today they have become it's target. How they 
were in the intoxication of youth, whereas to~ay none inquires about 
them. They were always engaged in the occupation of this world. 
Today their limbs, hands and feet are separated, insects cling to their 
tongues and surround their bodies. They used to spend their time in 
laughter, today their teeth have fallen off What , plans and 
arrangements they used to make for the future whereas death was 
above their heads. The day of their .death was near but they were 
unawar:e that tonight they would not be in this world. 1 am in the very 
same condition. Today I am making plenty of preparation for 
tomorrow despite being unaware of what will happen tomorrow." 
[Ihyaa} 

No man is aware of his death. He has wealth for a hundred years but yet 
he is unaware of what is-to happen next moment. 

The different angels in the skies, who have been assigned ·with 
various duties, receive the entire years' commands in one night, that 
this year these tasks_ have to be accomplished and regarding these. 
people this ha.; been decreed. With regard to this the narrations 
differ as to whether these commands are given on Night of Qadr 
.(Power) or on theN ight of Bara 'at (the night of the 15th Sha 'baan}. 
Nevertheless, on whichever night it may be this subject matter has 
come in many narr:ations that a list of all those who are to die during 
the course ofthe year are given to the angels. In this world a person 
.is engrossed in his play and a.nlusement because of negligence 
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whereas in the sky his warrant of death bas already been issued, The 
verdict of his death has already been passed in which there is no 
place for an intercession nor any chance for an appeal Not a 
minute's delay will be allowed from the stipu.lated time of his death. 

In the commentary of Surah Oukhaan, Ibne Abbas (R'adiyallahu 
Anhu) says: "On the night of Qadr everything is copied down from 
the Lowhe Mahfooz (protected tablet) that is to take place during 
the year: this amount of sustenance will be given~ these people will 
die; these babies will be born; this amount of rain will fall and this year 
these people will perform Hajj." In one Hadeeth Ibne Abbas 
(Radiyallahu Anhu) says: "You see people walking in the bazaar 
whereas their names have already been written in the list of those 
who are to die this year." Abu Nadhrah (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) 
says: '"During this night all the works for the entire year are 
distributed amongst the angels. The g<><><L bad. sustenance, death, 
difficulte<i and even increase and decrease in prices for the whole 
year-are given." 

Hazrat Ikramah (Radiya//ahu Anhu) says: "On the Night of 
Bara 'a( the cominands of the whole year are decided and handed 
over. The list of those to die and those to go for Hajj this year is given. 
There is no subtraction in it nor any addition . ., 

In one Hadeeth Prophet (Sa/lallahu Alaihi Wasa/lam) says: 
·~From one Sha 'baan until the next the times of all those that are to 
die · are wrjtten and handed over so much so dtat here on earth a 
person gets married, he is blessed with children yet in the sky his 
name has already been included amongst the list of the dead." 

Hazrat Ayesha (Radiya/lahu Anha) ·says: "Prophet (Sallallahu 
Alaihi Wasa//am) used to fast abundantly in Sha'baan becaus~ in 
it a list of those who are to die during the co_urse of the year is 

. prepared, such that a person is preparing to make Nikah, whereas 
his name is already written amongst those people who are to die. 
Another person goes for Hajj whereas his name Is included among~t 

. those to die." 
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In one Hadeeth Hazrat Ayesha (Radiyallahu Anha) lilSked Prophet 
(Sa.llal/ahu Alaihi Wasallam) the reason for observing so many 
fasts during Sha'baan? Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) 
replied: "In it a list of all those that are to die is prepared. I desire that 
I should be fasting when my name is included in the list of those to 
die., In one Hadeeth it comes that on the Night of the 15th of 
Sha'baan Allah Subhanahu Wa Ta 'aala informs the Angel of 
Death about those who are to di¢ during the. course of the year. In 
one Hadeeth Prophet ( .. 'X!/lallahu Alaihi Wasal/am) says: .. Daily 
when the sun rises it is announ~: Whoever wants to do good should 
go ahead. Today will never return in your life, (therefore, whatever 
good deeds you can. have written down you should do).'' Two angels 
announce from the skies: One says: "'0 Desirer of Doing Good! 
Rejoice and continue to advance in doing good . ., The second one 
says.: "0 Evil doer! Stop (Do not gather the means of destroying 
yourself)." Anothertwoangelsannounce,onesays: "OAllah! Grant 
the one who spends a substitute (a return)." The second one says: 
Destroy the wealth of the one who hoards it." Ama bin Yasaar 
(Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: "On the night of the 15th of Sha'baan 
a list of the names ofthose who are to die during the course of the 
year is given to the Ang~l of Death. Here, in this world, a person 
prepares and decorates beds, spreads carpets, prepares for Ni/caah , 
builds a house whereas there, in the sky, he has been included 
amongst the list of the' dead .. " [Durre Manthoorj 

Imaam Ghazali (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: "If no difficulty, 
calamity. hardship~ accident, grief, fear comes upon a person yet the 
difficulties, agonies and fear of death is sufficient to spoil and disturb 
all the pleasures and enjoyment of a person. lt's concern alone is 
sufficient to remove it's negligence. Death itself is so difficult that 
a person should always occupy himself with it's -concern and 
preparation, especially. in the condition when a person is unaware as 
to when it will subdue him.'' 

A wise person said: '~ string is in the h.:wds of another. It is not 
known when it will be pulled." Hazrat Luqman (Alaihis Salaam) 
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told his son ''.Death is something whose condition is unknown as to 
when it will come. Therefore, before it arrives prepare for it, for it 
may come suddenly. In reality. it is very strang~ that if a person is 
experiencing the height of pleasure, he is a participant in a high 
gathering of amusement and play and he comes to know that the 
police are searching for him (to punish him, with five lashes, for a 
certain crime) all his pleasures, happiness and enjoyment will be 
spoilt. (Rather, even if this is known that a warrant of arrest has been 
issued for him then too this will spoil all his pleasures and he will be 
unable to sleep at night). On the other hand, we find that a person 
knows well that the Angel of Death is always awaiting the order of 
Allah to extract his soul and he will have to experience the agonies 
ofde-ath (which are more thana thousand lashes). yet he is unmindful 
of it. If this is not the height of ignorance and pride then what-else 
could it be? ln reality, the condition of the agony of death i.s only 
known to him who has experienced it. Other are ignorant of it. They 
can only think or estimate it by observing the condition of a dying 
person. One could understand the agonies of death in the following 
way: It is known that amputating a lifeless limb from the body causes 
no pain (for example, cutt{ng off lifeless skin from the body causes 
no pain). 

On the other hand, a limb or part wherein there is life experiences 
great pain by a mere pin-prick or a small cut. Hence, a wound, cut 
or burnt limb wiU experience pain because the ~oul (i.e. life) has a 
cortnection with that limb of the body. Thus, because of this 
connection, by means ofthe affected limb~ the soul experiences pain. 
The soul, however~ is diffused throughout the body, hence a very, 
small part ofthe soul in each limb is affected, The soul experiences 
pain to the extent of it's existence in the affected limb which is very 
little. Now we can well imagine how much mqre pain is caused 
directly to the entire ,soul at the time of death in comparison to the 
indirect and little pain caused to it in the limbs. This is so because 
death directly extracts the entire soul which is diffused throughout 
the body. Therefore, every part of the body will. experience that 
amount of pain which is felt when it is cut. A cut limb experiences 
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pain because the soul is removed fromjt. If a person is dead, there 
is no soul inhis body, hence cutting him will not cause pain to his body. 
Now when this amount of pain is felt on account ofa little portion of 
the soul being removed then it is evident how much more pain will 
be felt when the entire soul wHl be removed from all parts of the 
body. When one part of the body is cut the rest of the soul remains 
in the. entire body and onsuch an occasion, the soul strengthens. This 
causes a person to scream and become restless. On the other hand; 
when the entire soul is extracted then because .of weakness not 
enough strength is left to sigh so that aperson could experience some 
ease. However, if the body is strong then, accordingly, an audible 
noise is created in the exhaling of breath. lfthere is no strength then 
this audible exhaling too is not created. The extraction of the soul. 
causes every limb to become cold. First the feet become cold 
because the soul is first extracted from the feet and, thereafter, .from 
the other parts until, finally, it leaves the body via the mouth. · 
Consequently the shins, the thighs and all other parts of the body 
become cold. Every limb experiences that amount _of pain as when 
it is amputated until finally when the soul reaches the throatthe eye.s · 
lose their lustre. For this reason we find that amongst the du 'aas of 
Rasulullah (Sal/allahu Alaihi Wasallam) there is this du 'aa: ·~o 
Allah! Easen the severity and agony of death."Following Rasullullah 
(SallallahuAlaihi Wasallam) peoplealsomakethisdu 'aacarelessly 
because they are unaware of it's difficu!ties . For this reason the 
Ambiyaa (Alajhimus Sa.(aamf and the Auliyaa (Rahmatullahi 
Alaihim) used to fear Oe;;lth excessively. Hazrat Eesaa (Aiaihis 
Salaam) told his Hawaariyeen (Helpers) that make du 'aa to Allah 
that He eases upon~ me the pangs of death. The fear of death has 
taken me closer to death. It has been reported that a group of 
worshippers from the Beni Israaeel came to a grave and, after 
mutual cousul~tion, they decided to make du 'aa to Allah Ta 'aala 
to revive the deceased from the grave so that they could inquire from 
his as to what he had experiehced. Hence they made du 'aa and the 
deceas.ed who had signs of excessive sajdah on his forehead 
appeared before them. He asked them! "What do you want to inquire 
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from me? I have died fifty years ago but the feelings of difficulty at 
the time of death have not. left my body as yet.n In one Hadeeth 
~sulullah (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) says: " 0 Allah, The 
Being Who extracts the so_td from the nerves, bones and fingers! 
Lessen the severity of death upon me." 

Hazrat Hasan (Radiyallahu Anhu) says that Rasulullah (Sa_llallahu 
Alaihi Wasallam) once mentioned the severity pf death and said . 
" Pain similar to that which is felt when a sword is slashed at thret: 

hundred different places is experienced (at the time of death). •• 

Encouraging people to make Jihaad Hazrat Ali (Radiyallahu 
Anhu) said: Ifyou are not made a martyr you will die on your beds. 
By the Oath of that Being in Whose ControLis my life, the difficulty 
of dying (on a bed) is more severe than the slashing of a sword at 
a thousand places.'' 

Auzaa• ee (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: "This informationhas reached 
us that the dead experience the.effect bfthedifficulty ofdeath until 
they will be resurrected on the Day of Qiyamah". 

Prophet Hazrat Shaddaad bin Aus (Rahmatullahi Alaihi} says: 
"Death is more severe than all the difficuldes ofthis world and the 
Aakhirah. It is more severe than .being sawed by a saw, even more 
severe than being cut up by scissors and even more severe than 
being cooked in a cauldron. If the dead were to be revived to inform 
us of the difficulties of death none will spend his time in this world 
with pleasure. None will be able to sleep peacefully." It is reported 
that when Moosa (Alaihis Salaam) passed away Allah Ta ·aala 
asked him: '_'How did you find death?'' He replied, "I saw myself like 
a living sparrow put to roast upon a fire in such a manner that neither 
does it die nor can it escape.·• It has come in another narration: "Like 
the skinning alive of a goat." 

Hazrat Ayesha (Radiyallahu Anha) says that before Rasullullah 
(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) passed away a bowl :filled with water 
was placed near him. Very often Ras\Jllullah (Sallallahu .Haihi 
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Wasallam) used to place his blessed hand into the bowl and; 
thereafter, wipe his face saying: ''0 AJlah! Help me against the 
difficulty of the pangs of death." 

Ha.zrat Umar (Radiyallahu Anhu) asked Hazrat Ka'ab 
(Radiyallahu Anhu) to explain the condition of death . He replied: 
"0 Ameerul Mu 'mineen! It is like a thorny branch which is inserted 
in.to a person in such a manner that it touches every part of the body 
and is thereafter, suddenly extracted. In this manner life is extracted." 
This is a brief condition ofthe agonies ofdeath. Besides this the fear 
of the physical -appearance of the Angel of Death and his helping 
angels is a completely separate difficulty. The appearance in which 
he extracts the soul of sinners is so fearful that the strongest person 
does not have the courage to see him. Hazrat Ibrahim (Alaihis 
Salaam) said to the Angel of Death: "Show me the appearance in 
which you extractthe soul of sinners''. The angels of death replied: 
.. You will be unable to bear it." Hazrat Ibrahim (Alaihis Salaam) 
said: "No, I will bear it." Hazrat Izra'eel (Alaihis Salaam) said: 

· "Tum your face towards the other sides.'' Hazrat Ibrahim (Alai his 
.Salaam) turned his face-. Hazrat lsra'eel (Alaihis Salaam) said: 
·~ow, look!" When Hazrat Ibrahim (Alaihis Salaam) looked up he 
saw a pitch black, giant standing with long hair. He was emitting an 
unbearable stench. He wore black clothes, flames of fire were 
leaping forth from his mouth and nostrils. Seeing this condition 
Hazrat Ibrahim (Alaihis Salaam) fell unconscious. After some time 
he recovered. This time Malakul Maut (the angel of Death) 
resumed his original appearance. Hazrflt Ibrahim (Alaihis Salaam) 
said: ''Ifthere was no other difficulty for a sinner then this appearance 
is sufficient for his punislunent." This is the condition of the 
disobedient. However, the Angel of Death appears in a very 
pleasant appearance to extract the soul of the obedient. It is reported 
that Hazrat Ibrahim (AlaihiS;, Salaam) requested the Ang~l of 
Death; "Now show me the appearance in which you extract the soul 
of the obedient." Hazrat Ibrahim (Alaihis Salaam) saw the Angel 
of Death as a handsome and young person wearing the best of 
clothes , with perfume emitting from his body. Hazrat Ibrahim 
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(Alaihis Salaam) said: " If, for a Mu 'tnin at the time of his death, 
there is nothing to make him happy thenthis too is sufficient for his 
happiness." In one Hadeeth it has con1e that when Allah TCI'aa/a 
becomes pleased with any servant He says to the. Angel of Death: 
"J3ring the soul of a certain person. J want to give him comfort. He 
has successfully completed his test as I desired.'' 

Malakul Mau(eomes to him. in the company oftive hundred angels. 
Each one ofthese angels gives him such glad tidings which the other 
has not mentioned. They bring the branches of sweet basil (rayhaan) 
and the roots of safron (zaafraan) along with thent. All the angels 
stand in two rows on both sides. When lblees sees this scene, he hold 
his head and begins to wail and cry. His attendants rushing towards 
him ask:. ''0 Master! \Vhathas happ¢ned?'' He replies: "0 Wretched! 
Do you not see what is happening. Where have you failed?" They 
reply: '"OourLeader! We tried but he protected himself from sins.'' 

When the death of Hazrat Jaabir bin Zaid (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) 
approached somt~one asked: " .Do you wish for. anything?'' He 
replied: ''I wish to meet Hasan." When Hazrat Hasan Basri 
(Rahmatullahi Alaihi) arrived the people informed him. Hazrat 
Jaabir said: '"Brother! This is the time for my departure. I do not 
know whether it is towards Jannah or Jahrumum." [lhyaa} 

H~rat Tameem Daari (Rqdiya//ahu Anhu) says that Allah Ta 'aala 
tells Malakul Maut: ''Go to my certain friend and bring his soul. I 
have tested him in both happiness and sorrow. He has passed 
successfuliy as I desired. Bring him so that he may be relieved from 
the difficulties of this world. Malakul Maut comes to him With five 
hundred.angels. All of them come with the shrouds of Jannah . ln 
their hands they hold. a bouquet of sweet basil (rayhaan) which is 
made up of twenty different colours and in each colour there is a 
different fragrance. (Amongst the things they bring with t\1em) is a 
white silken cloth from whichthefra:grance of musk emits. Ma/akul 
Mau t sits at his head·-side while the r_est of the angels gather around 
him. They place their hands on all the parts of his body. The silken 
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cloth is then placed under his chin and a door of Jannah is opened 
in front of his eyes. He is entertained-and diverted by the many new 
fascinating things of Jannah like _the household folk will divert a 
crying child's attention towards different things. At times the 
damsels ofJannahare bro1,1ght forward, at time the fruit of Jannah 
and at tim~s the excellent clothing. In short, different bounties of 
Jannah are brought forward . The damsels of Jannah jump with 
joy. Viewing this scene his soul in the body palpitates and throbs (like 
an animal would flutter to come out of a cage). 

Malakul.Maut tells him: "0 Blessed Soul.! Come towards thornless 
. lote trees, layers of bananas, spacious and wide shade and flowing 
waters." (These are some of the scenes towards which the Quraan 
indicates in Suratul Waqi 'ah) . 

Amidst thornless lote~tree and layers of bananas and spreading 
shade. {Aayaat 28,29 and 30} 

Malakul Maul speaks to him in such a soft tone as a mother would 
speak to her child because he. knows that this soul is a favourite of 
Allah Ta 'aala. He approaches this soul very kindly so that Allah 
Ta 'aala may become pleased with him. This soul comes out of the 
body so easily as hair is taken out of dough. When the soul is 
extracted all the angels greet it and extend to him the glad tidings of 
entry into Jann(lh . The Quraan has mentioned it in this manner: 
·'Those whom the angels cause to die in the state of purity." 

[Surah An Nahl. Aayah 32] 

And if he is amongst the favourite servants then it is mentioned with 
regard to him in Surah Waqi 'ah: "Then, if he is amongst the Near 
Ones there shall be rest. satisfaction and a Garden of Delight for 
him." [ Aayaat 88, 89 and 90] 

When the soul leaves, it addresses the body: "May Allah Ta 'aala 
grant you the best of rewards. You were quick in obeying Allah 
Ta 'aala. You avoided disobeying Allah Ta 'aala. May this day be 
a blesst>.d day for you. You have saved both yourself and myself 
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punishment." The body then addresses the soul in the very same 
manner at the time of separation. The portion of earth whereupon 

. he used to make excessive lbqadah criP.s . . The heavenly doors 
through which his deeds used to ascend and sustenance used to 
descend also weep. Thereafter five hund.red angels gather around 
theMayyet (the deceased person). When those bathing him tum him 
fro~"side to side, the angels quickly tum him and before the people 
cari enshroud him with a kafan they (the angels) quickly enshroud 
him with the kafan they brought. Before the people can apply ltr 
{perfume) upon him they quickly apply that perfume upon him which 
they brought. Then they form a line on both sides from the door of 
his home till the grave. They welcome him with du 'aa and they seek 
forgiveness on his behalf. Looking at this spectacle shaytaan cries 
so loud that his bones begin to break. He says to his. army: "May you 
be destroyed. How did he escape you?'' They reply: "He was 
protected." Thereafter, Malalcul Maul takes his soul and proceeds 
upwards. Hazrat Jibraeel (Alaihis Salaam) welcomes him with 
seventy thousand angels. These artgels give him glad tidings from the 
side of Allah Ta 'aala. Thereafter Malalcul Maut takes him to .the 
Throne of Allah Ta 'aa/q. Reaching there the soul falls into Sajdah 
(prostration). Allah Ta 'aa/a says: "Take my servant's soul to the 
thornless lote-trees and clusters of bananas." 

[Surah Waqiah Aayaat 28 and 29) 

When his body is placed in the grave his salaah stands on his right 
hand side, fast (saum) on his left, recitation of the Quraan and 
Remembrance (Zikr) of Allah Ta 'aala above his head, the steps he 
took for salaah with Jamaat stand next to his legs and patience upon 
calamities and refraining from sin stand in one comer of the grave. 
Thereafter, punishment enters the grave and stretches it's neck to 
reach the deceased person. If it tries to reach from the right hand 

' side salaah says: "Keep away! By Allah! this person always bore 
difficulty irt the world. Now he has the opportunity to sleep with 
ease." Punishment now tries to approach frorn the left hand side but 
saum (fasting) prevents him in a similar manner. Thereafter it tries 
to approach from the head side but this time the recitation of the 
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Quraan and Zikr block him saying: ''You have no rightto approach 
from this way". In short, he cannot reach the deceased from where 
he wants to enter because lbaadat protects the friend of Allah 
Ta 'aah;t from all sides. Punislunent then becomes helpless and 
returns. At this instance patience who was standing. in. one comer 
says to the various lbaadat: "I was waiting to assistthat side which 
may have appeared weak (because of any type ofdeficiency caused 
in its execution) but, all praiseisdueonlytoAllah, you have protected 
him collectively. Now I will be ofhelp to himwhen his deeds will be 
weighed on the Scale;'. Thereafter, two angels approach the 
deceased person: their eyes shine like -lightning, their voice sounds 
like loud thunder, their c;u1ine teeth are as big as the horns dovm 
towards their feet and the distance between their two shoulders 
could be covered only after several days of journeying. They do not 
even have a touch of affection and softness, (however they do not 
treat the Mu 'mineen severely, nevertheless, their appearance alone 
is sufficient to scareaperson). These two angels are called Munkar 
andNakeer. Each one of them holds such a huge and heavy hammer 
thatifall human beings andjinnaat in this world wish to lift it they 
will be unable to do so. They approach the deceased person and 
instmct him to sit up, The person immediately sits up and the shroud 
falls from his head to his hips. Theyquestion him: ''Whoisyqur Rabb 
(Lord)? What is your religion? What is the name of your Prophet?" 
The person replies; «My Rabb is Allah. the One Who has no 
partners, the Sovereign Master. My religion is Islam and my Prophet 
is Mohammed (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), the Seal of aU 
Prophets.'' Both the angels say: "You have replied correctly. ' ' 
Thereafter, they remove the walls of the grave from all sides 
because of which it becomes very spacious from the top and in all 
four directions, the right, the left, the head ancl the leg sides. Then 
they say to him: ''Raise your head?' When he raises his head he sees 
a door through which Jannah appears. They say: ''0 Friend of 
Allah! This is your place of abode because you obeyed Allah 
Ta 'aala." Rasullullah (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) says: "By the 
Oath ofthat Being in \Vhose control is my life, the deceased person 
experiences such happiness which :will not return." Then the angels 
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tell him: .. Look towards your feet. •• When he does so he sees through 
a doot of Jahannum the condition of Jahannum. The angels tell him: 
"0 Friettd of Allah! You have been saved from entering this door.~· 
Again he experiences such happiness which will not return. Thereafter 
seventy-seven doors are opened in his grave towards Jannah from 
which the cool breeze and fragnmt smell of Jannah continuously 
blows upon him. This will be his condition until the Day ofQiyamah. 

Now listen to the condition of the disobedient person. Allah Ta 'aa/a 
instructs Ma/aku/ Maut: ''Go to My-enemy and bring his soul. I gave 
him everything in abundance. 1· showered My .Bounties upon him 
from all four -sides · in the world. and yet he was disobedient to me . 
.Bring him so that I may punish him.' ' Malak:ulMaut approCJ.Cqes him 
in a very frightening form. Jn this form he has twelve eyes. He holds 
a very thick ~d huge iron .club made fromthe Fire-of Jahannum 
which is with thorns. He has five hundred angels under his conunand. 
They bringa large blade of copper with them. They hold big and huge 
burning charcoals of lahannum in their hands and whips of blazing 
fire. As soon as Malakul Maul approaches him he hits him with the 
thick and huge iron-club, the thorns of which peretrate into every 
vein and fibre of his. Then be pulls it out. The other angels begin to 
strike his face and hips with their whips causing him to become 
unconscious. Thereafter, they extract his soul from the toes of his 
feet and stop it in his heels and begin whipping him. Then they extract 
it from the heels and stop it ih the knees. They extract the soul from 
hair and stop it at various-places in order to cause pain and difficulty 
to him for a longer period. They stop-the soul in the stomach and from 
here they extract _it until it reaches the chest. The angels then place 
the copper and the blazing charcoal of Jahannuni under his chin. 
Thereafter, Malakul Maul says: uo Accursed soul! come out and 
proceed to that lahann\llll which has been described. as follows: 

"In such a fire, boiling water and a cloud of black smoke which will 
not be cooled nor<W~Ji it give comfort (rather it wilJ be very pai~l)." 

[Surah Waaqi 'ah] 
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Then when his soul is extracted from the body it says to the body: 
"May Allah Ta 'aala punish you. You always hastened me in the 
disobedience of Allah Ta 'aala and you were always slow in obeying 
Allah Ta 'aala. You have destroyed both of us." The body speaks 
to the soul in the very same manner. The earth upon which he used 
to disobey Allah Ta 'aala curses him and the army of shaytaan rur,s 
quickly to their Iader, iblees, to give the good news that one person 
has reached Jahanrtum. When his dead body is placed in the grave 
the ground closes in upon him so that one side of his ribs penetrate 
into the other. Black serpents are let loose upon him which begin 
biting him from the nose on one side and the t<>e~ of the feet on the 
othe until they meet in the centre. Then Munkar and Nakeer (whose 
appearance was already mentioned) approach him. They question 
him: "Who is Y qur Rabb (Lord)? What is your religion? Who is your 
Prophet?" After each question he expresses his ignorance. On this 
reply he is hit so severely with a club that the sparks of the club 
spread all over the grave. Then he is ordered to look up. He looks 
up through an open Door of Jannah at the gardens and beauty of 
Jannah. The angels tell him: ••o Enemy of Allah! Had you been 
obedient to Allah this would have been your abode." Prophet 
(Saliallahu Alaihi Wasallam) says: .. By the Oath of that Being in 
Whose Control my life is, at this time he experiences such regr~t 
which he never experienced before." Then a Door of Jahannum is 
opened and the angel says, "0 Enemy of Allah! This is your abode 
because you disobeyed Aliah Ta ·aala." Thereafter, 77 Doors of 
Jahannum are opened upon his grave from which hot winds, smoke, 
etc. blows. The Mohadditheen (Traditionists) questioned the chain 
of narration ofthis Hadeeth but it's subject matter is CQrroborated 
by many other narrations, especially the narrations of Hazrat Abu 
Hurairah (Radiyallahu Anhu) which appear in the "BoOk of 
Funerals., and in the .. Chapter which confirms and establishes the 
Punishment of the Grave" in Mishkaat Shareef. lf anyone wants 
to see it•s _translation he should consult the Kitaab Mazaahire 
Haqq. This, scene should constantly be remember-ed since it is a very 
severe matt~r. Such happenings have been mentioned in the 
Ahaadeeth excessively. For the sake of brevity only one Hadeeth 
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was translated. Hazrat Ayesha (Radiyallahu Anhqa) says: ''There 
is destruction for the si.nfill inmates of the grave. Upon them black 
serpents will be let loose. These serpents will bite them starting from 
the head on one side and from the feet on the other side until they 
meet in the middle." This is the punishment of Barzakh (period 
between Death and Resurrection) which the Quraan has described 
as "'And befc:>re them a lies Barzakh until the Day they are 
resu-rrected." [Surafz . Mu 'minoon, Aayah 100} 

For. this reason Hazrat Uthmaan (Radiyallahu Anhu) used t(') weep 
so bitterly when mention was made of the grave that his/ blessed 
beard used to get wet as was explained before. Evf'\n -though 
Rasu:lullah (Sallallahu Alai hi Wasa/lam) is .sinless, yet the du aas 
of Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alai hi Wasallam) are filled with seeking 
refuge from the punishment of the grave to teach people to seek 
protection from it~ For this reason there is a saying of Rasulullah 
(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) which was mentioned previously 
that were it not for the fear of leaving your deceased unburied I 
would have made du 'ai:i to Allah Ta 'aala to let you here the 
punishment of the grave As a matter of fact, these punishments are 
the demand of justice for the human being has been set into this world 
for the sake of lbaadat only and together with all the physical and 
material, Bounties of Allah Ta 'aala. Allah Ta 'aa/Q has _ explicitly 
sho.Jm that his coming· into this world is solely for the lbaadat of 
AUab Ta 'aala: ''I' have not created thejinn and the hulnankind but 
that they worship Me." [Surah Azzariyat, Aayah 56] 

Allah Ta 'aala bas also warned that this life is only as a test: te .see 
b<>w man bebaves-witb His Bounties, anddeath is to show the result 
of this test. Says Allah Ta '.aala: ~~very Blessed is He in Whose 
Control is the: entire kingdom and He bas power overevetything. He 
has created life and death to test you lhat wbom amongst you does 
the best of -deeds." [Surah A.zzariyaat, Aayat J and 2} 

The world is .a place of te$t; the reason behind the creation of mear 
and jinn is ollly lbaa4ah {wors~p) and the availability ofall.worlclly 
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pleasures, comforts and goods is only to fulfil one's need and, at 
least, afcer fulfilling one's need to bank whatever remains in the 
treasure of Allah Ta 'aala for one's own benefit and need then how 
negligent, regretful an devastating will it be to engross ourselves in 
it forgetting the Laws of Allah Ta 'aala, turning a blind eye as to why 
we have come into this woriCI, why we have been given aU this and 
whereitl have we involved ourselves? True regret will be experienced 
when this hard-earned \vealth which a person hoarded by sparingly 
using it on himself goes into the ownership of other while he leaves 
this w:orld all of a sudden empty handed. If we have a portion of 
intelhgence we will sit in complete solitude. for a little whHe in one 
comer of our homes to ponder and reflect that ifthe Angel of Death 
has to approach me at this moment what will happen to me, what will 
become of all this wealth which was earned and hoarded after long 
years of labour? 

Hazrat Wahab bin Munabbah (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says that 
there! was a king who intended to visit and inspect the condition of 
the land of his kingdom. He ordered a royal dress which was 
brought. He disliked it. A second one was brought which he did not 
like either. In short, after many refusals he wore a very fine dress. 
He also ordered a conveyance. An e:<cellent horse \vas presented 
which he disliked. The horse was returned. A second and third horse 
was ordered all of which he disliked. "lllen aU the horses were 
brought forward. Amongst them he chose the finest horse and 
mounted it . At this time shaylaan, the accursed, blew even more 
.pride into him. He mounted the horse with a lot of pride. A train of 
servants and soldiers walked \Vith him but. out of pride and 
haughtiness. he did not even look at them. Enroute a very d istressed 
person clad in old rags met him. He greeted the king. The king paid 
no attention towards him. The distressed person caught the reins of 
the horse whe-reupon the king reprimanded him: .. Leave the reins! 
Ht,w dare you catch hold of my horse's reins? The person said: "But 
I have work with you." The king replied: "lftl:t.at is the case then have 
patience. When I dismount you can mention it to me.'·' The person 
insisted: "No I have to mention it now·~ Saying this he forcefully 
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grabbed the reins. The king said: "Mention what you have to says.'' 
He replied: ''No, it is a secret. I will say it in your ear." The king 
lowerf:d his ear. He said: ''I 3rn.Malakul Maut. I have come to take 
your life.~· Hearing this the king~s face turned pale and his tongue 
began to stutter. The king said: "Give me some time to go home to. 
arrange my goods and to meet my family." The Angel of Death 
replied: 'There is no respite. Now you will never see your house nor 
your wealth." After saying this the Angel of Death pulled-out his 
soul and he fell down from his horse like a dry piece of wood. 

Thereafter, Malakul Maut went to a pious Muslim. This pious 
Muslim was also travelling towards a certain place. The Angel of 
Death greeted him. The pious man replied by saying: "''WaAlaikumus 
Sallam. "ibe Angel of death told him: ''I want to tell you something 
in your ear.~· He repl~ed: .. Say it." The Angel of Death said: "I am 
Malakul Maut."He replied: ''Very well, welcome. Blessed is the 
~rrival·ofhim whose separation was very lengthy. Of all the people 
who are distant from me l did not desire to meet them as I desired 
to meet you:•· Tbe Angel of Death tells him: "Complete that work 
qpickly for which you haye left your home. •• 1'be pious person 
replies: ''I do not 11ke any work more than my meeting with Allah 
Ta 'aa/a." The Angel of Deatll informed him: "I will extract your 
soul in whate.ver condition you wish to die." The person replies: .. I 

. give youth~ cb(>ice." The Angel of Death says: ''I have been ordered 
to follow your desire." 'The person says: "Very well, let me make 
wudhu and perform sa/aah. When I go into Sajdah then you can 
extract my soul." The person began offering his salaah and when 
he went into sajdah his soul was extracted. [Ihyaa) 

Amongst the excessive Bounties of Allah Ta 'aala is the demise of"' 
the eldest daughter of .this servant and ·the wife of Maulana 
Mohammed Yousuf Saheb1 (Rahmotullahi A.laihi) who waS i~ for 
a long period oftimetbis year Oil tbenigbt oftbe 29Ul Shawwaall366 

I. The secondAmeer of the Work of Da'wah and rableegh who p8S!ICd 
away on Friday. the 29th ofZil Qa'dah 1384 Hijrah (2 Aprill964) in. 
Lahore. Pakistan. 
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A. H._ while she was performing the Maghrib salaah in the position 
of Sajdah. Because of her illness she used to perform her salaah 
by making_ signs. We cannot thank Allah Ta 'aala enough for the 
Bounties He has bestowed upon us. 

Abu Bakr bin Abdullah Muzani (R,ahmatullaht A/aihi) says: "A 
person from the Bani Israeel hoarded plenty of Wealth. Before his 
death he told his children: "Bring before me all my wealth,'' All his 
wealth was quickly collected. Plenty ofhorses, camels, slaves, etc. 
were brought forward . On the thought thathe had to leave his wealth 
the person started crying. During this time the Angel of Death 
appeared and said: "Of what benefit is you crying? By the Oath of 
that Being Who has bestowed you. with all these bounties I am to 
extract your soul now." He requested for aJittle respite to distribute 
his wealth. The angel said: .. It is a pity! There is no respite now. You 
should have had it distributed before this." Saying this the Angel of' 
Death extracted his soul. 

Another incident is also narrated. A person who had plenty of 
wealth, hoarded everything he could. He constructed a magnificent 
mansion which had two doors. He appointed servants to guard the 
doors . On the coptpletion of the mansion he extended a big invitation 
which included all his friends and close associates. He sat on a . 
throne with one foot up and the other resting on the throne. His 
guests were busy eating while he was sayingin his heart: "Everything 
has been hoarded and preserved. Hence for several years there will 
be no need to purchase anything.'' While saying this a beggar in 
tattered clothing entered the doorway with a beggar's bag hanging 
aroUnd his neck. He began banging the doors so loudly that the sound 
reached the throne. The attendants ran outside to see who this 
in~e person was. They asked him what he wanted. The beggar 
replied: '"Send your master to me." The attendants said: "Will our 
leader come to a beggar like you?" The beggar replied: "He will 
definitely come; Go arid inform him." They went to their master and 
~lated to him what had transpired. Their master said: ~·Did you not 
punish him for what he had said." In thQ meanwhile the beggar 
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banged the door even louder for a second time. The attendants 
rushed to the door. The beggar said: "Tell your master that I am 
Malakul Maul." Hearing this they lost their senses. When they told 
their master healso became stunned and he said with humility: "Tell 
him to take somebody else in my place .. " In the meantime the beggar 
came inside and said: ~·oo whatever you wish I am not returning· 
from here without extracting your soul." The rich man had all his 
wealth collected .. He said to his welatb:. "May Allah curse you. You 
prevented me from the worship of my Lord. You never allowed me 
time to remember Allah Ta 'aa/a in solitude.;, Allah Ta 'aala, 
through His Power. gave this wealth the power to speak. His wealth 
said: "Why do you curse me? Through me you reached great kings, 
at times when pious people were driven away from their . doors: 
through me you attained the pleasure ofelegantwomen and through 
me you lived like kings do. l could not resist when you squandered 
me in evil places. If you spent me in good places I would have heel} 
of use to you." Thereafter, Malaku/Maut suddenly extracted his 
soul. 

Wahab bin Mumibbah (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: "OnceMalaku/ 
Ma,u1 took away the soul of a very oppressive tyrant. In this world 
there was none more oppressive than him. The angels · asked 
Malakul Maul: ·~ ou always extract the souls of people. Have you 
ever felt pity for anyone?., He replied: c.I pitied one woman very 
much who was alone in a.jungle. At that time her child was born. I 
was ordered to take aw~y her life. I pitied the woman and the child 
very much. I thought what would happen to this child in this jungle 

, where there is nobody . .;, The angels said: "This oppressor whose 
soul you have taken out is that very child whom you pitied very 
much.·· Malakul Maut was astonished. He exbtimed: ·~o my Lord! 
You art Pure, the Merciful! You do as You please . ., 

Hazrat Hasan Basri (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: 'When a person 
dies and his household folk cry over him thenMala.kul Maut stands 
on the door step of his h6me saying: "I have not eaten his sustenance 
(he completed his sustenance) not have I decreased his age. I will 
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continue I"Ctuming to this home until all the inmates lives are taken." 
Hazrat Hasan (Rahmatul/ahi Alaihi) says: "By the Oath of Allah, 
if the inmates of the house were made to see and hear this angel at 
that time they would· forget the deceased person and they would 
worry about themselves." · 

Y azeed Ruqaashee (Rahmatullahi Alai hi) said that from amongst 
the oppressors ofthe Bani Israeel one oppressor was in privacy with 
his wife. He saw a strange person entering the door of his house, In 
the state of anger the oppressor rushed towards this person. The 
oppressor asked him: uWho are you? Who gave you permission to 
enter my house?" The person said: 'The owner-ofthe house allowed 
me to enter. I run that person. which no barrier can prevent, I need 
no pernll:ssion to meet a king nor do I fear the awe of any oppressor 
and nothing prevents me from meeting any proud and haughty 
person." Hearing this the oppressor becai1le afraid. His body began 
shivering and he. fell inverted on his face. Thereafter he said very 
helplessly: '"Then are you Malakut Maul?'' The person replied: 
'"Xes. I am Ma/akul Maut:-, The oppressor said: "Give me time so 
that lmay write out my will. "The Angel ofDeath said: '"It is too late 
now.lt is a pity that your time has expired and the number of breaths 
apportioned to you have exhausted. There is no time for any delay/ ' 
Tile person said: "\\'here will you take meT' The Angel of Death 
replied: "I will take you to your deeds which you have sent towards 
theA.alchirah (i.e. Your abode will be as your did). You will get that 
type of house in the Aalchirah which you constructed in this word.'' 
The person said: "I did no good deeds. I did not construct any good 
house until now.~• The angel said: ••m that case I will take you 
towards ... .......... the blazing fire ofJahanlium~ it re~oves the skin, 
it will call and pull the person who turned his .face (away from the 
Truth in this world) . .,, [Surah Ma 'aartj. A.ayaat 1 5-17} 

Tilereafter the Angel of Death extracted his soul. Amongst the 
household members some were crying while others were screaming. 

Yazeed Ruqaashee (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: "If the people 
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come to know what the deceased person experiences in the throes 
of death they will scream .and cry more on his suffering than his 
death.n [lhyaa} 

Hazrat Sufyaan Thowri (Rahmatul/ahi Alaihi) says: "When the 
Angel of Death touches the vein of a person he ceases to recognise 
people, his tongue becomes locked and he forgets everything of this 
world. Were it not for the anaesthetical effect of death, out of the 
severe pain, the dying person would have ~wung a .sword on those 
near him.'' 

In some narrations it has come that when the soul reaches the throat 
shaytaan makes all efforts. to lead him astray. In one narration it 
comes that at the. times of salaah the Angel of Death searches and 
keeps record of people performing sak.10h. If he finds anyone 
punctual on salaah then he reminds him to read the Kalimah 
Tayyibah at the time of death and wards off shaytaan from him. 

Mujaahid (Hahmatullahi Alaihi) says: "When death approaches a 
person the appearances of those he used to keep company with are 
showed to him. ·If he used. to keep company with pious people they 
are shown to him otherwise he is shown his evil companions. •• The 
very same subject matter is nam;lted from a Sahaabi, Yazeed Bin 
Shajarah (Radiyallahu Anhu). 

Rabi' bin Bazah (Rahmatullahi Alai hi) was an obedient servant 
who lived in Basrah. He says: "A person was in tbe pangs of death. 
People reminded him to recite 'Laa iltu~ha illallah', but instead 
these words were continuously coming out from his tongue .. .. ·~Give 

. me a glass of liquor and you also drink ..... Give me a glass ofliquor 
and you also drink." Similarly a person in Ahwaaz was in the throes 
of death. People reminded him to recite 'Laa i/aaha il/a/lah', but 

>instead he continuously said: .. Ten rupees. eleven rupees, twelve 
rupees .... " [lttihaafl 

·Contrary to this, those people who prepared for death; remembered 
death in this world and did good. deeds, death was. fot them like how 
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Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alathi Wasallam) described it in the 
Hadeeth: "'Death is a gift for a Mu 'min ." When death approached 
BilaaH (Radiyallahu Anhu) his wife began to say: '"Ah! 1-Jow sad! 
You are departing." On the other hand Bilaal (Radiyallahu Anhu) 
said: "How pleasant and joyful it is that tomorrow we will meet our 
friends, we will meet Mohammed (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) 
and his companions.,, 

Before Hau-at Mu 'aaz (Radiyallahu Anhu) passed-away he said: 
"0 Allah! I wish to Jive longer in this world not because ofthe'love 
of this world not in order to dig rivers and plant -gardens but in ord.er 
t<:> experience the thirst of fasting during the hot afternoons, to spend 
time undergoing hardships for the sake of Deen and to participate 
in the gatherings of those remembering You." 

Before Hazrat Salrnaan, (Radiyallahu Anhu) passed-away he 
began crying. Somebody enquired: ''Whyare you crying? You will 
meet Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam). Rasulullah 
(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) passed away in the condition that he 
was pleased with you.: He replied: ''I am not crying because of the 
fear of death nor because of the fear of death n9r because ofleiwing 
this world. I am crying because Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alaihi 
Wasalkmi) took a pr<:>mise from us that we should benefit from this 
world to the extent of a traveller's provision. I could not fulfiJI this 
promise." When the goods of his house were e~amined .:..after his 
demise it was found that he had only left a little mqre than ten9lr.l!~s. 
behind. This was the surplus wealth in this entire estate whereupon 
he was crying. He then asked for some musk. He instructed his wife 
to soak it and sprinkle it on his bed. He said: "Such a group is coming 
to me who are neither men nor jiiln." [lttihaafl 

When death approached Abdullah bin Mubarak (Rahmatullahi 
Alaihi) he simled and said: "For such things people should l~our." 

[Surah Wassaaffaat} 

(He must have seen the pleasures and enjoyments of Jai:mah). 
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When he was about to pass away he told his slave Nasr: ''Place my 
head on-the ground." Nasr began crying. Abdullah bin Mubarak 
(Rahmatullahi Alaihi) asked him the reason for crying. Nasr 
replied: "You passed your life in c6mfort and now you are dying like 
a poor person placing your head on the ground.'' Abdullah bin 
Mubarak (Rahmamllahi Alaihi) told him: "Keep silent! I made 
du 'aa to Allah Ta 'aala that I should live like the wealthy but lshould 
die like the poor." 

Atta bin Yasaar (Rahmatul/ahi Alaihi) says: ''A person Was about 
to die. Shaytaan approached him and said: "You have escaped me. 
(You did not come within my control).'' The .person replied: "Even 
atthis moment I am not relieved of you."' 

Jareeri (Rahmatu/Jahi Alaihi) says: "I was present at the side of 
Junaid (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) before his death. He was reciting the 
holy Quraan. 

Someone toldc him that this is the time ofweakness. This· is not the 
timeto reeite the Quraan. ~·He replied: 'Which is a more better time 
to recite the Quraan than this when my book of deeds are closing." 
Someone asked Hazrat Junaid (Rahmatullahi Alaihi): ''What was 
the reason for Hazrat Abu Saeed Khazzaz (Rahmatullahi Alqihi) 
to become very happy at the time ofdeath?" He replied: ''Ifbis soul 
would have flown away in that.state ofyearning then too it would not 
be something far'-fetched." Someone asked Zunnoon Misri 
(Rahmatullahi Alaihi) before he passed away: "If you have any 
wish please do mention it.'' He replied: ''I only wish to be forgiven 
before I die." One person says: "I was sitting by the side ofHazrat 
Mumshaad Dienwari (Rahmatullahi Alaihi), a poor person 
approached him and asked: ''Is there:a pure clean place here where 
a person could die?" Hazrat Mumshaad directed him towards a 
place where there Wa.$ a water spring. He went to that place, made 
wudhu, perfonned salaah, stretched out his legs to lie down and 
passed away." 
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The sister of Abu Ali Rauzdbaari (Rahma.tullahi Alai hi), Fatimah 
says.: "The hea,d of my brother was in my lap before he passed away. 
He opened his eyes and said: "The doors of'theskyhaveopened and 
Jannah has been decorated. A crier is calling; 0 Abu Ali! Even 
though you are not desirous of such a high stage yet we have 
elevated you to it." Then he recited two couplets which meant: By 
the right ofY our Oath. r never lifted my gaze to see anyone with the 
eyes of love besides You. I see you have made me uneasy with.my 
ailing eyes and those cheeks of mines which have turned red 
because of shame.~' 

Someone reminded Hazrat Junaid (Rahmatullahi Alai hi) to recite 
laa ilaaha ill .. lallah auhe time of his death. He replied: "I have not 
.forgotten it so as to team it now." 

Ja'far bin Naseer (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) asked the attendant of 
Hazrat Shibli (Rahmatullahi Alaihi). Bakraan Dienwari .. What did 
you obs~rve at the time when Hadrat Shibli (Rahmatullahi Alai hi) 
passed away." He replied that Hazrat Shibli (Rahmatullahi Alaihi} 
said: ''I had oppressed a person with regard to one dirham. I have 
already given several thousands of dirhams as charity on his behalf 
yet the swelling of that burden is still on myheart." Then he said: 
.. Help· me perform wudhu ., 1 helped him perform. wudhu but I 
forgot to ~e khilaal of his beard (pass my wet hands through his 
beard). He oo\,iiQ.~ijot'":do it _himself because of extreme weakness . 

. .. Jleeau$"'e he could not utter any word he caught my band and passed 
it through his beard and passed away. Hearing this Ja'far 
(Rahmarnllahi Alaihi) started crying saying: "What could be said 
of such a person who. even in that condition upholds the etiquettes 
of the Shariah and does not allow himself to discard a Mustahabb 
(a voluntary act) . ., 

A pious person was about to pass. away, His wife began crying. He 
enquired: ~'Why are you crying?" She replied: ''I am crying because 
of your separation;" He said: "Cry upon your ownself. I have been 
crying in desire and longing for this day for the past forty two years." 
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Someone asked Hazrat Kattaani (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) about his 
regular practices before he passed away. He replied: ••tfthe end of 
my life was not near I would not have disclosed it. l protected the 
door of m y heart for forty years. When anything besides Allah 
Ta 'aala tried to enter it I closed the door." 

Hazrat Mu 'tatnir (RahmatullahJ Alai hi) says: "I was present at the 
side ofHakam (a wealthy person) at the time ofhis death. I made 
du 'aa to Allah Ta 'aala .to easen the severity of death upon him 
because he possessed good qualities. I enumerated all his good 
qualities. Hakam was unconscious. When he came into the state of 
consciousness he asked: "Who is saying such and such a thing?', · 
Mu 'tamir replied: " £." Hakam said that the Angel ofDeath is saying: 
''1 treat every generous person kindly." Saying this Hakam passed 
away. 

A p ious person was sitting at the side ofHazrat Mumshaad Dienwari 
(Rahmatu llahi Alaihi ) at the time of his death. The pious person 
was making {iu 'aa for his entry into Jannah . Hazrat Mumshaad 
(Rahmatuliahi Alaihi) smiled and said: ~'For thirty years Jannah 
together with all it· s beauty presented itself before me. I never 
looked at it even on.ce fully (my desire is only for the Owner of 
Jannah) ." {lhyaaj 

A d~tor was present at the side of Hazrat Umar bin 'Abdul 'Azeez 
(Rahmatullahi Alaihi) at ihe time of his death. He said. "The 
Ameerul Mu 'mineen was poisoned. Hence. there is no hope for his 
life." Hazrat 'Umar Bin 'Abdul 'keez (Rahmatullahi Alai hi) said: 
"You should not hope for the life of that person who is not poisoned 
as well.·· lbe doctor asked him: .. Did you realise that you were 
poisonedT' Hazrat • Omar bin 'Abdul 'Azeez (Rahmatullahi Alai hi) 
replied: " I realised it from the very time the poison reached my 
Slomach.'' The doctor said: ' 'Treat yourself otherwise you will lose 
your life.~· Ha2;rat Umar bin 'Abdul 'Azeez (RahmatullahiA/aihi) 
said: '·The Being towards Whom I am going, i.e .• My Lord, He is the 
Best towards which anyone could go. By the Oath of Allah! If I 
come to know of something kept behind my ears wherein my cure 
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lies then too I willQot sttetch my hands towards it.•• Thereafter., he 
said: ''0 Allah! Accept Umar to meet You."A few days after this 
incident 'Umar biti 'Abdul 'Azeez passed away. 

Ma.imoon bin Mahraan (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: ''At one time 
Umar bin 'Abdul 'Azeez; (Rabmatullahi Alaihi) used to make 
du ;aa excessively for death. Somebody told him not to do so 
because Allah Ta 'aala revived many Sunan (plural of Sunnah) of 
Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) and eradicated many 
innovations (which began) through his means." Umar bin 'Abdul 
'Azeez (Rahmatullahi Alaihi} replied: ''Should I not become like 
the pious servant (Hazrat Yousuf Alaihis Salaam) who made this 
du'aa: 

'0 Allah! Grant me death as a Muslim and include me amongst the 
pious· .: [Surah Yousuf, Aayah JOI] 

Before he passed away Muslimah (Rahmalu/lahi Alaihi) told him: 
'"A v~ry plam cloth was bought for your k+!fan because of the little 
amount you had given. Please pennit us to purchase a better one ... 
Umar bin 'Abdul 'Azeez (Rahmatullahi Alai hi) said: ''Bring it to 
ine." He looked at it for a while and said: "If my Rabbis happy with 
me then immediately I will get a better kafan and if my Rabb is 
angry with me then this kafan Will be removed and., in exchange, the 
Fire of Jahannum will become my kafan:" After this he said: "Seat 
me·up in a sitting position. O ·AHah! 1 did not obey Your commands 
and I disobeyed You in ·iliat from which You prevented me but I 
believe in Laa ilaaha illa/lah." 

~"ler saying this he passed a~ay. D~,tring this period he als.o said: "I 
am seeing a group who are ndther men nor jinn." ln one narration 
it has come that before his death he a.c;ked aU to leave his presence 
saying: "None should remain here:' AU those.preseli" went outside 
and they saw him from the door way. He said: ' 4 Very blessed is the 
arrival of those who are neither human nor jinn." Thereafter, he 
recited an Aayah of the last rulcu of Sur.atu/Qasass in which Allah 
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Ta 'aala says that we have prepared the house of the Aakhirah for 
those who.do not wish exaltation in this world nor mischief. 

[lttihaafl 

Q!\e pious per~on says: ''I made du'aa to Allah Ta 'aala to show me 
the conditi.Qnof the dwellers of the. grave.'' One night I saw as if 
Qiyamah was 'heralded in and people were coming out of their 
graves. I saw some of them mounted ofSundos, (a special, superior 
type of silk), some on silk, some on high .thrones while other were on 
flowers . Some 'were laughing, while other wen~ crying. I said: ''0 
Allah! Ifall of them were in one ~ondition how good would it have 
been." A person from· amongst the deceased said: "This is because 
of the difference in A 'amaal (deeds). Those ~ounted on Sondus 
possess good qualities; the people on silk are the martyrs, those on 
flowers fasted regularly, those laughing are the repenters, those 
crying are the sinful and the elevated ones (those seated on high 
thrones) are .those who loved one another for the Pleasure of Allah." 

[Raudhj 

There was a kafan thief. l-Ie used to .dig-up graves to steal kafans. 
Once he dug up a grave and saw a person sitting on a high throne 
reciting the Quraan which was placed before him. ·A river was 
flowing beneath his throne. The Kafan thiefbecome so amazed ~t 
he feU down unconscious. People removed hiJn from the grave. He 
regained conciousness after tlu:ee days. People -q~estioned him 
about what had happened. In reply he related the whole incident. 
Some pepple des{redto look into that grave. They asked him to direct 
them tow(lrds that grave ""hich he intended to do. At night he saw 
the pious inmate of that grave saying to him.,in a dream: "Ifyou show 
them my grave you will become involved in such difficulties which 
you will never forget.'' After this the k:afan thief made a promise not 
to show anyone the grave. [Raudh} 

Sheikh Abu Ya'qoob Sanoosee (Rahmatul/ahi Alaihi) says: HA 
disciple came to me and said: "lam going to die tomorrow at the time 
of Zohar.'' The next day at the time of Zohar he came into Masjide 
Haraam., performed tawaaf, took a few steps further and passed 
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away. I gave him ghusl and buried him. When I placed him in the 
grave he opened his eyes. I asked him: .. ls there life after death as 
well?'' He said: «Jam alive and every lover of Allah remains alive.·~ 

[Raudh] 

One pious persons says: ''I gave ghusl to one disciple. He caught my 
thumb. I saidto him: Leave my thumb. Iknowyou have not died. This 
is a .change from one place to another. He then left iny thumb.'' 

Sheikh Jbnul Jalaa (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) is a famous saint. He 
says: ''When my father pased away and was placed on a board for 
ghusl he started laughing. The person performing the ghuslleft him 
and went away, Nobody had the courage to perform the ghusl. A 
saintly friend of his came and performed the ghusl," In short; the. 
author of the book, Raudh, has mentioned many such incidents of 
people who before and after passing away were happy, cheerfu 1 and 
humorous. 

Hafiz Ibne Abdul Barr (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) has made mention in 
his-book a few inCidentS of people speaking after passing away. 
lsti • aab Mentioning Hazrat Zaid bin Khaarijah (Radiyallahu Anhu), 
a companion of Prophet (S.A.\V.), he ·writes: "There is no doubt in 
the fact that he spoke after passing away. This fact has also been 
narrated from other Sahaaba ." 

\\'hen the 5;ahaaba embarked for the expedition of Muta people 
begal) makin.g du 'aa for their good and safe return. At that time 
Abdullah bin Rawaahah (R,adiya/lahu Anhu) recited three couplets 
which meant: 

'Instead of retuming l desire that Allah Ta"'aala forgives me. 

Together with this I wish that a sword should sever my head into two 
parts. 

Or that a spear penetrates into me piercing my intestin(!s and liver.' 

'When these personalities reached the battle field they numbered 
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three thousand. They capte to know that the enerny numbered two 
hundred thousand. Because ofthis.the Sahaaba decided to inform 
Rasulullah (Salla/lahu Alaihi Wasallam). of the situation and to 
commence fighting if Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) 
otder:ed-themto do so, When Abdullah bin Rawaahah (Radiyallahu 
Anhu) carne to know that such ·~ decision was taken he carne and 
said: "Itis rather strange that we consult one another about the desire 
which we have .come to .fulfil. We have .come here only to seek 
martyrdom. We never fought on the reliance of wealth, strength and 
number. We always fought only on the strength ofthe. religion of 
lsiM}. Rise and pr:oceed towards the battle field." It is either 011e of 
two conditions: - victory' or martyrdom. For us both conditions ate 
an honour." Listening to his talkeverybodygot re0:1dy to fight and the 
battle commenced .. At the time of departure .Rasululla.h (Sallallahu 
Alai hi Wasallam)appointedHazratZaidbinHaarithah (Radiyallahu 
Anhu) as the Ameer (leader). Ptophet(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) 
said ''lfhe is martyred then HazratJa, far binAbiTaalib (l?.adi}'!:lllahu 
AnhtJ) will be theAmeer.lfheis martyred then Hazrat Abdullah bin 
Rawaahah (Radiyallahu Anhu) will be in Ameer and if he is also 
martyred then the Muslims should consult one another and according 
to their decision they should appoint an Ameer." Consequently, 
when Hazrat Zaid (RadiyallahuAnhu) and·after hint Hazrat la'far 
(Radiyallahu Anhu) we.re martyred the people called for Hazrat 
Abdullah bin Rawaahah (Radiyallahu Anhu). He was on one ·side 
of the ;:tn:ny .. l-Ie had a piece of meat in his hand. He did not g¢t the 
.opportunity of eating anything fqr the past three days. Somebody 
approached. him and said: "HazratJa"far (RadiyallahuAnhu) has 
been martyred." ·J-Iazrat Abdullah bin Rawaahah (Radiy(;;lllahu 
Anhlf) scolded hilnselfs0:1ying; "You are involved only in this world 
(i.e. You are busy in eating)." Saying this he threw aside the piece 
of meat and taking the flag in his hand he advanced forward. 
Somebody attacked him because of which his finger gQt cut. Upon 
this be recite<! three C<;>uplets whicl) mean~:-· 

''You are only a finger which has been covered with blood. Besides 
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this what are you. This injury which has been sustained in the Path 
of Allah is a great wealth. 

0 Selft Understand that .if you are not martyred then too you will 
have to die in any case. 

See! That which you have been desiring for, (i.e. martyrdom) is 
before you. If you do that which your twt1- companions, Zaid and 
Ja'faar (Radiyallahu Anhuma) did you will be rightly-guided and if 
you move your · feet back from their path you will be wretched:" 
Thereafter, he addressee his heart · '·Whatare you thinking of at this 
time? If it is the thought of the wife then I divorce her thrice, if it is 
the thought of the slaves, I set them all free and if it is the thought 
of the gardens, then I give it as Sadaqah (charity) for the sake of 
Allah. 0 Self! Do you not desireJannah? By the Oath ofAllah, you 
will walk towards it, happily and freely. 

You have passed a long time in ease. What do you think of now? 
Think of your reality. You are a mere drop ofspenn:' 

Jn short, after this reflection, Hazrat Abdullah bin Rawaahah 
advanced forward and became martyred. This incident has been 
mentioned in detail in the boo~ 'Stories of Sahaabah'. Other such 
incidents have also been mentioned therein. 

Before the paternal cousin of Rasulullah (Salla/lahu Alaihi 
Wasallam), Hazrat Abu Sufyaan Bin Al-Haarith (Radiya/lahu 
Anhu) passed away his pousehold folk began crying. He said: "Do 
not cry over a person who after accepting Islam did not utter a word 
of error from his tongue nor did he make any movement of error from 
his b<)dy (i.e. death of such a person can only be happiness)." 

Sunbaabahee (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: "Before the death of 
Hazrat Ubaadah (Radiyallahu Anhu) I Wa.S at his side. I began 
crying. He asked; "Why are you crying?'~ By the Oath of Allah, if 
lam called to give witness on the Day ofQiyamah I will be the best 
witness on your behalf. If I am given permission to intercede I will 
intercede on your behalf and as far as possible I will benefit you.'' 
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Thereafter, he said: '"I have related to you all the Ahaadeeth which 
I heard from Prophet (Sallal/ahu Alaihi Wasallam) and which 
were of benefit to yeti e>tcept on~ which l will narrate to you now 
before I leave this world. ~· l heard Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alai hi 
Wasallam) saying: ''The 1\Ye of Jahannum is forbidden upon the one 
who bears witness to:-. 

-· . 
.. La illaha illallahu Mohammadurr Rasoolullah. " 

There is none worthy except Allah and Mohammed (S.A.W.) is the 
Messenger of Allah. 

When Abu Bakr (Radiyallahu Anhu) was about to pass away his 
daughter began to cry. H~ said: "'0 Daughter! Do not cry." The 
daughter said: "Ifl do not cry over your death then over whose death 
should I cry?" He replied: "At this hme I do not like the departure 
of any soul more than the departure of my soul so much so that I do 
not even like the departure of a . fly•s soul more than the departure 
of my soul." (i.e. if death is so beloved to me then what is the reason 
for your crying). Thereafter, he told Hamraa.n: "Nevertheless. I 
definitely have the fear that Islam should not leave my hands at the 
time of death ,,. 

Before his death Hazrat Sa'ad bin Abi Waqqaas (Radiyallahu 
Anh~J) said: "Bring my woolen coat." It was brought. It was very old. 
He said: "Enshroud me in it for I wore this coat in the Battle ofBadr." 

Hazrat Abdullah bin Zubair aad Abdullah bui Abbas (Radiyallahu 
Anhuma) were present when Hazrat Abdullah bin Aamir bin 
Khuraiz (Radiyallahu AnhiJ) was in the throes of death. He said to 
his people: ~'See! TI1ese two brothers of mine are fasting. lt shou~d 
not be that because of my death their m~l at the time of breaking 
their fast is delayed." Abdul1ah bin 2ub~ir (&diyallahu Anhu) said: 
"lfa,nything could prevent you from genc~osity and honouring others 
it would have been the pangs of death put this too has not prevented 
you." He passed away in the condition that food was placed in front 
ofthe vi.sitors. 
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'Arnar bin Aus (Radiyallahu Anhu) says: "I was present at the side 
of Utbah bin Abu Sufyaan (Radiya/Jahu Anhu) before his death. 
He was in the throes of death. He said: "Before leaving this world 
I wish to narrate a Hadeeth to you.,. My sister, Unune Habeebah 
(Radiyallahu Anhaa), narrated to me that Rasulullah (Salla/lahu 
Alaihi Wasallam) said: ''Whoever performs twelve rak 'aats of 
Chaasht Salaah (i.e. Salaatul Dhuhaa) daily (with sincerity) Allah 
Ta 'aa/a will construct for him a mansion in Jannah." (This was the 
spirit of propagating the Ahadeeth ofRasulullah (Sallallahu Alai hi 
Wasa/lam) and the Deen that not ev~n death prevented them nom 
doing so). 

Before his dea~ Mohammed bin Munkadir (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) 
began crying. Someone asked him: "Why do you cry?" He r.eplied: 
.. 1 do not cry because I committed any sin. According to my 
knowledge I have not committed any sin throughout my life. 
Nevertheless I ·· am crying because I may have done somethitlg 
regarding it to be something light whereas in the Sight of Aliah it may 
be something very serious." Thereafter he recited the Quraanic 
Aayah: 

Such things became visible to them front Allah Ta 'aa/a which they 
did not even think about. [Surah Zumur] 

H~ then said: ''I only have this fear that l did something which I was 
not aware of. •• 

At the approach of .Aamir bin Abde Qais's (Rahmatul/ahi Alaihi) 
death he began csying. Somebody told him: .. Despite making these 
sacrifices are you still crying . ., He replied: ''I am not crying out of 
fea:r for death not because .of greed for this world. I am crying 
because of the sadness of missing from today onwards the fasting 
on hot summer .afternoons and the ~rfonnance of Tahajjud 
salaah during the· last portion afthe chld'Winter nights." 

Before the demise of Hazrat Hasan (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) some 
people qune to visit him. They requested hnn to gi¥e them some 
lasting adviee. He said: .. After hearing three thitlgs from me you 
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should leave me in solitude so that I could reach the place where J 
intend to go. 

l. Act upon those actions first wherewith you instruct others to 
act upon. 

2. Refrain from those matters first which you Instruct others to 
refrain from. 

3. Every step ofyoucs is either beneficial for you (in leading you 
towards Jannah) or hannful for you (in leading you towards 
Jahannum). Hence think befo.re l-ifting every Step ofyours as 
to where it is taking you.;• 

Before the demise of 'Hazrat Rabi • (Rahmatullahi Alai hi) · his 
daughter began crying. He said: ' '0 Daughter! Do not cry.' Say: 
·~How happy is my father that today he has acquired a great wealth." 

Before the death of Hazrat Mak 'hool Shaami (Rahmatullahi 
Alai hi) he started laughing. Someone asked him: .. Is this the time to 
laugh?" He replied: .. Why should I not laugh when I am being 
separated ·forever from that time for which I used to become 
perplexed and now I am quickly going towards that Being upon 
Whom I placed all my hopes." 

Someone asked Hazrat Hassaan bin Sinaan (Radiyal/ohu Anhu) 
while he was in the throes of death about the difficulties he was 
experiencing. He replied: ••J am definitely experiencing difficulties 
but what can be said about the difficulties of a believer at the time 
when his hope to meet Aliah Ta 'aa/a and hls happiness over this 
overpower his difficulties." 

Before the death of Ibne Idrees (Rahmcitu/lahi Alaihi) his daughter 
began crying. He said: 'There is no reason to cry. I have completed 
the reading of four thousand Qu.raans in this house.,, 

Hasan bin Haiy (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) say~ :. "On the night my 
brother Ali passed away, he asked me t~bring him water." At that 
time I was performing sa/a4h . l made salaam and presented to bini 
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the water;. He said; ~·lhave already drank."] asked him: "Where did 
yot. drit'lk from? Besides myself and you there is no third person in 
the house.: He replied: "Hazrat Jibraeel. (Alaihis Salaam) brought 
water for me and made me drink it.'' Hazrat Jibraeel (Alaihis 
Salaam) said: '"You and your brother a.re amongst those people 
whom Allah Ta 'aal(;l has favoured.~' 

[This is an indication rowards an Aayah of the 9th ruku of 
Suratun Nisaj 

"Those people who obey Allah Ta ·•aala and his Rasool {:iallallahu 
Alai hi Wasallam) they are those whom Allah Ta 'aala has favoured 
from amongst the Prophet~. the truthful. the martyrs and the pious." 

[Surah Nisaaj 

Hazrat Adbuallah bin Moosa (RahmatullahiA/aihi) says; ''Hazrat 
Ali bin Salih (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) passed away while I w;as on a 
journey. When I retumed I went to his brother, Hasan bin Salih 
(Rahmatullahi Alaihi), to offet my condolences. Reaching there I 
began -crying." He $aid: "Before you cry listen to !he pleasant 
condition in which he passedaway. When he began experiencing the 
pangs of deaths he asked for water. I presented water to him. He 
said: ''I have already drank." I asked: "\Vho could have given you 
water?" He Said: "Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) with a 
large number of angels who had fonned rows came and gave me 
water to drink. ••· I thought - let me ask him a question to see whether 
he is saying this out of negligence or not. Hence, I asked him: · How 
were the rows of angels arranged?" He answered: '"They were one 
on top ofthe other." He showed this by placing one hand over the 
other." 

Before the demise of Abu Ba:kr binAyyaash (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) 
his sister began crying. He told her: "0 Sister! There is no reason to 
cry. Your brother completed the full recitation of the Quraan in that 
comer twelve thousand times.'' 

'Amar bin 'Ubaid (Rahmarul/ahi Alciihl)says: ··AbuShu'aibSalih 
binZiyaad (Rahmatu/lahi Alai hi): was ill. I wentto vis.it him. tie was 
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experiencing the pangs of d('.ath. Hemld me: "'Shouldl not give you 
glad tidings? lam seeing a. strange person. with a superficial feature 
frorn this place." 1 asked him: "Who are you?" He replied: "The 
Angel of Death." I said: "Treat me gently.~' He replied: ''I am 
commanded to do so." · 

The son oflrnaam.Ahmed bin Hambal (Rcihmatullahi Alaihi)says: 
"I was seated by the.sideofmyfather before his demise. I had a cloth 
in my hand to tie his jaws after his demise. lie went into the state of 
unconsciousness. We thought he had passed away but.he regained 
conciousness. He said several times: '"Not now, notnow." When this 
happened for the thirdtirnelasked him: "What an:: you saying?''He 
replied. ('0 son! YouJmow not. Shaytaan, the accursed, is standing 
by my side. He ispressingbis mouth with his finger in griefand anger 
saying, 0 Ahmed! You are savoo from me~ When he says this to me 
i reply him with these words: 0 Liar! Not now (Until my life is llOt 
taken I cannot feel sect1red from you) .... 

Hazrat Aadam. bin Abi Iyaas (RahmatuJiahiA.Iaihi) was· wrapped 
up in a shawl and reciting the Quta.cm dt1ring the last moments of his 
life. After completing the recitation of the Quraan he said: "Giving 
the means of· the love I have for You. ·1 request that l be treated 
gently. I attached all my hopes on You fur this day.~' Thereafter, he 
tead 'La ilaaha illalla'and passed away. 

Before his demiset Muslimah bin AbdUl Malik (Rahmatullahi 
A/aihi) began crying, Somepne asked Jlim the reason for his crying. 
He replied: "I am not crying out of fear for death. I have complete 
reliance in. Allah. I am crying because I partic;ipa~ thirty times' in 
Jihaad but I was honoured with martyrdom. Today I · am givi,ng my 
life .on a bed like a woman". · · · 

Iyaas bin· Qatadah Ashambi (R.ahmatuUabi Alaihi) looked into a 
.mirror once. He noticed white hair on his head ... He .said: "'After the· 
appearance of white hair there remains no other occupation other 
than the. occupation of the A.akhirah. Now the time to proceed to 
the Aakhirah has dawned." Thereafter~ be began exerting himself 
excessively in preparing for theAakhirah. Once. on a Friday, after 

ss 



REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

completing hisSa/aah he was cOming out of the Mosque . He looked 
up towards the sky saying: "Your coming is very blessed. I was 
impatiently waiting for you.~~ Thereafter~ be said to those with him: 
''When l die you should take me and bury me at Malhoob (a ilame 
of a place)." Thereafter his soul was extracted and he fell on the 
ground. 

Before the demise of the student of Imaam Ahmed bin Hambal 
(Rahmatullahi Alaihi), Ibraheem bin Haani (Rahmatullahi Alai hi), 
he asked his son: "Did the sun set as yet?'' He replied: ·~ot as yet. 
0 my father! In this critical sickness there. is permission to break an 
obligatory fast and you are only observing an optional fast . Please 
break it." lbraheem bin Haani (Rahmatullahi Alai hi) after seeing 
something strange said: ''Wait! For such things a person has to do 
good deeds." This is an indication towards an Aayah in Surah 
Wassaafaat wherein Allah Ta 'aala says.: "Verily, this is a great 
success. For such a success should a person perform deeds." 
Thereafter, he passed away. 

Abu Ha.keem Hairi (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) was sitting and writing 
something. While writing he took out the pen from his fingers and 
said: "If this is the name of (Ieath then, by the Oath of Allah, it is a 
very good death ... Saying this he passed away. 

When death approached Abut Wafaa bin' Aqeel (Rahmatullahi 
Alai hi) his household folk began crying. He said: ''For fifty years you 
have been stopping it. Now for how long wiU you stop it? Leave me 
so that I can welcome it~s approach." 

lmaam Ghazzali (Rahmatullahi Alai hi). the author of the famous 
kitaab Ihyaaul 'Uloom, after making wudhu. read his Fajr Salaah 
on a Monday. Thereafter, he called for his kafan. He kissed it, 
placed it on his face and said: "With great joy I am presenting myself 
in the service of the King." Saying this he spread his feet towards 
the Qiblah and, immediately, passed away. 

lbnul Jauzi (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: '"Before the demise ofmy 
Ustaadh, Abu Sa.kr bin Habeeb (RahmatullahiAlaihi), his students 
requested him for some advice. He said: "I give you three advices: 

56 



REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

l. Fear Allah. 

2 . Meditate upon Him in solitude and 

3. Fear that which I am facing (i.e. death). 

I am 61 years of age but it seems as if I have never seen this world 
(i.e. it has passed so quickly}." Thereafter. he asked someone sitting 
besides him: 

((See! Has sweat appeared on my forehead?" He replied ''Yes,. It 
has. appeared." He said: ('All praise is for Allah." This is sign of death 
uponlmaan (As it has been mentioned in the Hadeeth). When death 
approached the student of lmaam Bukhari (RahmatUllahi Alai hi). 
Abut Waqt Abdul Awwal (Rahmatullahi Alaihi), the last words 
which came outofhis mouth was: "Would that my people know that 
my Lord has fo~given me and that He has included me amongst the 
honoured people." 

This is an Aayah of the second ruku of Surah Y dseen 

Moh3.l1Utled bin Haamid (Rahmatul/ahi Alai hi) says: "l was sittins 
besides Ahmed bin Khadrawiyah (Rahmatullahi Alai hi) before his 
demise. He began experiencing the pangs of death. He was 95 years 
of age. Someone asked him a Masalah (religious question). Tears 
swelled in his eyes. He said: "0 Son! For 95 years I made an effort 
to open a door. Now it is about to open. I am worried as to whether 
it will open in a good or bad way. There is no time for answering;" 
During this time his creditors, on hearing about his condition gathered 
around him. He was owing them· seven hundred gold coins. He said: 
"0 Allah! You have made (Rahan) mortgage permissible so that the 
creditors may be at ease. My existence was a source of ease for 
them. now I am going, fulfil their debt." Immediately someone 
knocked at his door and said: "Where are Ahmed' s creditors?" The 
person then calculated Ahmed' s debt and paid it. After this Ahmed 
bin Khadrawiyah (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) passed away. ·~ . 

Before the demise of a certain saint he said to his attendant: "Tie my 
hands and place my face on the ground." Thereafter, he said: '11te 
time for departure has come.· I am not free of sin nor do I have any 
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excuse. I have no strength to seek help from anyone besides You . 
Only You are my Helper. Only You are my Helper." Saying this he 
gave a cry and passed away. From the unseen a voice came saying: 
"This servant humbled himself before his !\faster. His Master 
accepted his humbleness." 

A person says: "A saint was gasping in the throes of death. Many 
flies were sitting on his face . 1 felt sorry, went to his side and chased 
the flies away from his face. He opened his eyes and said: "For years 
I have been making an effort for this special occasion. My whole 
life ' s effort did not afford me this. Now you have interfered in what 
I have achieved. Oo! Do your work May Allah keep you in a good 
condition." 

Abu Bakr Raqee (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: "I was at the side of 
Abu Bakr Zafaaq (Rahmatul!ahi Alaihi) after Fajr when he said: 
"0 Allah! Until when are you going to keep me in this world' ', and 
before the time of Zohr he bad already passed away. 

Hazrat Mak' hool Shaami (Rahmatullahi A lai hi) was ill. Someone 
went to him and said: "!\fay Allah Ta 'aala cure you." He replied: 
"Never. To go to such a Being from \Vhom only_ good is hoped is 
much better than staying with such people from whose evil one is 
never . at ease." 

Abu Ali Rauzbaari (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: "A poor person 
came. to me on the day of Eid. He was in an afflicted condihon 
wearing old clothes." He said: ~'Is there a clean place here where a 
poor, destitute person may die." Regarding his taik as futile I 
carelessly replied: ''Come in, lie down to die wherever you intend," 
He came in, made wudhu, read a few rakaats of sakrah, lied down 
and passed away. I made arrangements for his ghusl and burial. 
When l was enshrouding him a thought passed my mind that l should 
remove the shroud from his head, place his head on the ground so 
that Allah Ta 'aala may show mercy on his poverty. I uncovered his 
face. He opened his eyes. I asked him: "0 My Leader! Is there life 
after death as well?" He replied: I amalive and every lover of Allah 

.58 



REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

Ta 'aala is alive. On the basis of my high position (dignity) I will help 
you tomorrow on the Day ofQiyamah.'' 

Ali bin Sahallsbahaani (Rahmatutlahi Alaihi) used to say: ''Do you 
think that I am going to die as people die? Sickness and visiting the 
sick entialsplentyofwork. I will die in this manner that it will be said: 
"0 Ali! and l will pass av .. ay." Consequently, it happened such. One 
day he· was walking. While walking he said: "'Labbaik" (I am 
present)" and he passed away. 

Abdul Hasan Muzani (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) said: "Before Abu 
Ya'qoob Nahrajoori (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) passed away, while he 
was in the throesof death, people reminded hi..m to read 'La illaha 
ill allah. He looked at me and said laughingly: "By the Oath of that 
being Who will neverdie between myselfandHim there is only the 
barrier of His Honour and Greatness." Saying this he passed away. 
Mu.zani (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) used to cry when relating this 
incident. Catching his beard he use<:l to say: ''How shameful is it not 
for a barber like me .to remind saintly people about the kalimah ." 

Abu Husain Maalik (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: "I lived in the 
company of Hazrat Khair Noorbaaf (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) for 
many years. Eightdaysbeforehisdemisehe said: "lam going to pass 
away on Thursday night after Maghrib and I will be buried after 
Jumu 'ah salaah. ·Do not forget.'' Abu Husain says: "I completely 
forgot." On the morning ofFriday a person gave me the news of his 
demise. l inu:nediately went to participate in tqe Ja11aaza salaah. 
I met people .returning from his home saying that he wHI be buried 
after the Jum 'ah salaah. I reached his home. On enquiring about 
the condition ""herein he passed away a person who was present at 
the time of his demise infonne.d me that in the evening before the 
time of Maghrib he fainted. Thereafter, he recovered a little. He 
turned his face towards on~ comer ofthe house saying:· "Wait a little! 
You have been ordered to do a work and I have also been ordered. 
What you have been ordered to do will be accornplished and what 
I have been ordered to do will remain unaccomplished. Therefore, 
wait for a while wuill accomplish what lha ve been ordered t< • do." 
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He then asked for some water. He made a fresh wudhu, performed 
salaah, lied down, .stretched out his legs, closed his eyes and passed
away. Someone saw him in a dream. He asked Hazrat Kh.air 
Noorbaa.f(Rahmatullahi Alaihi): ''How did you fare?" He replied: 
"Don't ask such a question. I have been relieved .of your stinking 
world .. " 

Abu Sa'eed Khazzaaz (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: .. While I was 
once in Makkah Mukarramah coming out of the door of Bani 
Shaibah, I saw a man who had passed away. When I looked at him 
very carefully he also looked at me laughingly and said: "Abu 
Sa • eed! Don't you know that a lover never dies. He only moves.from 
one world to another." 

Before the demise ofHazrat Zunnoon~Misri (Rahmatul/ahi Alaihi) 
someone asked him for advice. He said: "I am astounded by the 
Miracles of His Favo~r. Hence do not trouble me at this moment." 

Before the demise of Abu Hafs Hairi (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) 
someone asked -him: "Give \IS some advice.'' He replied: "I have no 
strength to speak." After seeing that he had regained a bit of 
strength. I said to him: ''Please do say something. lwill convey it to 
the people~ " He said: "Be humble and meek from the bottom of the 
heart over one's faults.''· (This is my last advice). 

I-Iazrat Junaid Baghdaadi (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) says: ''Before, the 
demise ofHazrat Surri Saqtee (Rahmatullahi Alaihi), when he was 
in the throes of death, I was sitting at his head side. I placed my face 
upon his face. Tears were falling from my eyes onto his cheeks. He 
asked: ''Who is it?'' I answered: "Your attendant Junaid." He said: 
"Refrain from bad company. Let it not .be that you are separated 
from Allah Ta 'aala because of the company of others." 

A famous elder ofthe Sufi school ofthought., Hazrat Habeeb < Ajmee 
(Rahmarullahi Alpihi) became very perplexed before his demise. 
Someone said: ''It. is very unusual for a saint like yourself to be 
perplexed. This was never your condition before (i.e. never was 
such perplextion noticed upon you because of any matter)." He said: 
"The journey is very long and there is no provision. Never was it's 
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route seen before. The Lord and Master has to be visited. Never 
was He visited before. Suchiearful scenes will have to be witnessed 
which were never seen before. Theperiodoflyingalone -under sand 
will extendtillthe Day ofQiyamah. There will be no intimate friend 
in the grave. Thereafter~ one has to stand in the presence of Allah 
Ta 'aala l fear that if I am asked. ''0 Habeeb! During your sixtY 
years. present one such tasbeeh (subhaana/Jah) wherein there 
was no interference from shayt(;lan," then what answer will I give. 
His condition, however, was such th<d for. sixtY years he never 
inclined even a little towards this world. Now let us reflect as to what 
our condition will be that leave aside the world we do not even 
abstain from sins. We are always involved in pleasing shaytaan. 

AbdulJabbar (Rahmatullahi Alaihi)says: "I stayed in the company 
of Sheikh Fatah bin Shakhrof (Rahmatullahi Alaihi) fora period of 
thirty years. He never lifted his face towards the sky. Once he lifted 
his face towards the .sky and said: ''Now longing for You has 
intensely increased. Please do call me quickly.'' Thereafter not a 
week had passed before he passed away. 

Abu Sa'eed Moosli (RahmatullahiAlaihi) says: ''Fatah bin Sa'eed 
(RahmatullahiA/aihi) delayed his return· from the Eid Gaah (open 
place where Eid Salaah is performed) after performing the Eidul 
Adhaa Salaah. On his retum he saw smoke emerging from all sides 
of the fires whereupon the meatofQurbaani wa,s being cooked. He 
began crying saying .. People have attained neamess to You by 
means of making Qurbaani. 0 my Beloved! lf only You knew how 
I would like to make Qurbaani!" Saying this he fainted. I sprinkled 
water on him. After a long time be regained conciousness. Thereafter~ 
he got up and proceeded. When he reached the alleys of the city he 
lifted.bisfacc towards.thesky and said: 

4

'0 my Beloved!. You know 
the extent of my grief and sorrow and You also know my roaming 
in thesealeeys. 0 my Beloved! Until when are You going to imprison 
me here .. " Saying this he fainted once more I sprinkled water on~ 
again on him whereafter he regained conciousness. Thereafter, 
Within a few days time he passed away.'' 
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Moharnm~d bin Qasim (Rahmatttllahi Alaihi) says: ''My Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Aslam Toosi (R.ahmatullahi Alaihi) told me four 
days before he passed away: "Come, let me give you good news 
about how Allah Ta 'aala has favoured your friend {i.e. me). The 
time of my death has approached. The Favour of Allah Ta 'aala 
upon me is that I do not possess a single dirham {silver coir; \\'hich 
l have to account for. Now close the door ofthe house and until my 
death do not allow anyone to corne into my presence. Listen! I bave 
nothing in my possession which has to be distributed amongst the 
heirs besid~s this shawl., this canvas, this wudhu-jug and my books 
and in this packet there are thhty dirhams which do not belong to me 
hutto my son. One of his relatives gave it to him. Besides this what 
els.e could be ha/aal(pennissible) forme when Rasulullah (Sal/allahu 
A.laihl Wasallam) had said: "You .and your wealth belong to your 
father" (Therefore, on the basis of this Hadeeth my son's wealth is 
halac:l for me). From it you should take that amount of money 
whereby that rnueh of kafan could be purchased which will cover 
my private p,~rts, You should nottake.more than this {i.e. You should 
only purchase a iungi for me). Th-is ¢anvas and shawl should also 
be in~luded .in the kafan. Thus the kofan v.'ill comprise of three 
garments, fungi, shawl and canvas. You should wrap me in these 
three cloths. You should give this wudhu-jug as charity to a poor 
musa/li (person who p~rform. salaah regularly) so that he could 
make wudhu fron; it." Saying this he passed away four days 
thereafter. 

Abu Abdtll Khaliq (Rahmahdlahi Alaihi} says: "I "vas present 
when Yousuf bin Husain (Rahmatul/ahi Alaihi) was in the throes 
of death. He said: «0 Allah! Outwardly I used to advice people but 
inwardly I used to decdve myself As such I was insincere to myself 
by virtue of advising your creation, forgive me for my il}sincetity." 
Repeating these words he breathed his last.'' [lttihaaj] 

How fortunate were these pious personalities. May Allah Ta 'aala 
through His blessings grant this impure sel"Vant- some part of His 
piety. He is very Kind. Nothing is impossible from His Kindness. 
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THE FIRST QASEEDAH1 (POEM) 
A POEM REGARDING THE REMEMBERANCE. OF DEATH. 

(which i$ the actual reason for the compilation of this booklet) 

~·~c!-...r. aJ }J{.l; ~;s, ~\S>J;~/-/\J!'~ L} !~:J,J}~_) '""t 
0 Decevied person! You have wasted your lifo .in negligence. Stand-up, 
make amends/or today you have been given respite. 

-'~ .? , ""~ I """' , ., ? , , , ,; "' 7 " · , ""' , :r- , • / ., " "' 

J.}~l4~1J'~~~I).:.I'-' ~j~oL;~~J.H~~b 
. /-:'.l.fi._.-:..,4J~;d;l..;,t~~!4LI.'VJ0~ J6~.:;..;)~ 

Shed tears for time you have lost and by repenting be ashamed over your 
past life . 

. , "'?:t • ~t'' 11 
' ~.n • ~!..._'irtr ", :;~. t( ,.;:{ ~L::,- 111 ~ G ...,-f~\l~f~t\3 ... ~'-:J t~\.t ~t""' ~..?;,..;~. 

fu}}(tjl\{~,r~t>.~b"~~.£.,1'/~~4-<f'.JLJ,lJLt~~~~.l 
Advance towards gbod deeds-hy. striving because in striving there is 
success and in laziness there L" deprivatiolf. 

_, I ,,_t t•-' ' _,I" ~'$ n IU. '""~f .. '~ 
~·~~-' - u>~JJ& ~;· ~~t\J..,a.J ~ 
· c;:..-}~_,.;?~.=--l.~,4~-r-~~~2.. L ~}k./o.~yf~l;.> 

Live in this world as if you are a trav.el/er on a journey or rather like a 
wayfarer. 

The major part of these 2 Arabic pomes were translated from their Urdu 
translation. (Translator). 
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. "" II! • 'I ,. ~ '- >. ... ,. " ~ ... . , _.,, " I # "" " ~, , ,I "' 

~fJ.~~' lJ,a....l:i~~~L i~Db~o.Al:&.~~Ub 
-7-J.".~}':J~~~}(IJ~ \r->4-~ft~/} of~'-i:J~ ... ·~ 

The everlasting residence is only the Aakhirah. Living in this world is 
pn/y until an appointed time. 

Whoever has came into this world has to journey one day towards his. 
abode immediate(v after one another. 

~~;~~~ltrtl::tl; bb;;r;~~~~,{,.; 
kif.l./&.1~ ldf ;.} ulg.~,t' d,; ;~/(./! 1,1 tl.J £ ~:2ft'~1a'ul(. 

Have you ever taken heed as to how mady have arrived and departed from 
here and whoever has arrived here has come ta depart. 

4)i;JLJ,:t::;Jt~~;; ~.S;.A~ $ ~l~:;,~tll 
JiC((t~J:(.N_,~.,,~,,,0~.,:;(;;.C...ut-fueLJ.f.f~f~<~Y7~_,~,o,,l'-:!! 
When that irresistible calamity (i.e. death) will occur then richness and 
wealth, attendants and servants will not help you. 

,.,,.._~ , -.;J ., ~ .P ·~:'~-"'!"" ·~ #:t "' "I""· ~, .,,,._, -'" 
~,_,~~'' ··~''r~-' r~l.U:~.:aJJ"~~"~"~ 

1'.<')/~I~~G.._;i.£/(t~,;.:'-"'O#(J'q.l) y~J~_,.>,~,!)IJJr€cl,u--J 
At that time doctor and friends will after trying all plans (to save you). 
leave you irl the l11rch. 
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... ~ ~ .i1' ·"' J :1',, 
~,;~r;;f,~~h.!J:~ . ~~t:>J~~~t~,~r.--t~ 

.L(.!,~U:U'..t-''fJ~.4~c-t9Gv"\J~r-"-/-
After removing the fine dolhingfrom your bod)' they will wrap you up in 
the cloths ofkafan. 

They will/eave you alone in the dt!_pth of the earth and they will conceal 
you [r01n being seen. 

j;#~~~; &::;~\i; ~:~l~~~:.J~~;~,G; ...,. 

. f...:. ~~,.>~11}.~ 4-'(Jfl;6 -;"'~~11}. t' {-;;/ 
Solne will s~y that he was a very good father and othe rs wi II say he was 
.a very good fri end. 

S'ome will ~~J.-·: "May Allah foq~ive him ·· and others will S£W: "lie lived 
a vet:,Y goriCI life in t/1is world. " 

,,, ,, -" .. '~- ,_,~ .. , .,,,,, ,7_,,, ... , ,,,, ... 
4~~9J~1~4'1L\~-' t~L.<::>>JW~~;~ 

tMJ.;}Jlt~~lt£~"~~Jietll.f~.:-M~!P!LCO;JevJ-4v'!nl 
And after saying aH this (i.e. after-all this lip-service) they won 't even 
know who departed. All their attention wi II be directed in jighti ngfor I he 
distribution of the estate. . 
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" .(?, ~ ":.I {' ..... JI' "' "' ;,; ~ .... - "' .... ·" • , .... - ,..; , ";II ..1.1 7,, 
J,~.>J~~....o-+'!-' ~~~~)IA,o ~~ 

-~~(Jp\!'~iJ,M,~~tLu:./lS;~,.,;w./~"=¢~~'-/'!J~'-''""' 
They will argue andfi le law suits against one another and thereafter some 
will emerge as winners and others as losers. 

Then very sWiftly they will engage themselves in the business of filling 
.their belfies. They will not remember you· in solitude nor in public . 

.,....,~~ ~ .? '~~,,-:-· ;,-e,,,. _~ .,,,7,. ... 1, ;~t 
~' " . ~~~ . t~ ~.~~.J_,:,u~~l - .. 

4f~~U..LfJe;z..,, t,(;,~..,~~L.vd~l!4. A"-~U:O £.p,tt-./i 

0 Deceived! Do notbe deceived by their company. The best of companions 
_;s good deeds . 

.... ,. "· . .1 , ,,;!' ... , .. , ":;. "'·". 
l)~~-'-'l~11,,J-w~t~ 

~t~~;,,..~Ai~4-.JJ~~JJ~P·~·4-U~~&'..}1Qt~.~..J.1'(:)> 
' . 

Why then this negligence when the days are passing by? Why then this 
laziness when the conditions are changing? 

, ... , ... _, , .... , " , , "~ 
~b~\5~1~.-~rh 

! W,..~)Au_,~,tu_,.,~lf;1.~,tz~(:Jt;.i£v$JI~cJJ#J.C.hJJ »ll,;u~/~t 
Wliy cry over a house .which is de;.ro/ate and whose rem'Oins have been 
effaced? Why waH upon monuments andrunis? . 
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,. ,. , ., ., ,. ,. .~>, , ,., :~ ,.,. . .., "t"l- "'_",I ..... _~, ,., 
y~~~~~~Y.!·~'t~ d~~.~.4trr _,,~,~ 

i~ofo-'~~l/'~d,~~lu)-1L:f~'='AY,.~;fa~ls"~ 
Why then this childishness when childhood days have passed? Why then 
these poe1its when the time of poetry has passed? 

what is the meaning of play and fun when fiftyyears of life have passed? 
when the fire of old-age has raged then what is the meaning of fun and 
play? 

~~~~~~Gy;lj5 ~;~~5~~;~_;f~;~ 
.. ~_,j_tp--=-'' J'u,/)."'L ~J.!),A.~,,Jt,..,_,cCt;.~l '~>tJ: 

Discard the ta/ksofthe meeting and separation of Lay/a andLubiw now. 

, , , I'. _., "",.,., !. , 

~~v."~~l!;;~~~b 
-~J\P~~/-=P'~.J'u!t:.:t~,v:J#1$t:ZD,il;,4-~C::-: 

These unfaithful beautiful women no matter how much love and sinceri~Y 
they may express, vet by the oaih of A 1/ah, they are not free of Pice. 

~.... ~"' 1)'. ~ , .-_·,A'?- / 
,~,y~L:o:.\!~~u;Jt; 

~-1&'.>l[,;'£~i"'~(l!l~p~.c;..U?!A;.,~ ~.k'~ OU~jCt:Jf 
The love of these beautiful women is only deprivation and grief The end 
result of liquor is only intox;cation and unconsciousness. 
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. : " ~ . ~ ~ ., w. , -!.,. , 
~1,5Wfd.,-J~.~' 

;/~0""!.-,!/)).-r~t~c=. ~~):JIJ-4 )JIJ7"'j/~/ll.h)"':~&~J.r~ 
A bstainfrOiilthe love of every beloved and ll!tike strong the bond of love 
with Rasulullah (Sal/allahu A/aihi Wasal/am) and rely only on it . 

.,.. . " .1' "' I 7 I "' ,I .I .I ""' {I -' "'· :7 '"" .; I#,, .# .I .I .11 ~ ft .,.., 
~~l; l:,~l~~l~t'¥, zv,~jj,_; ~0"~~ 
/,Y.Jc.r""ll41f--CJI.!If...-~.J,f~vJ~?~<J.~b'~J((;~,..!JIJ.'I~j 

'.•, .. 

The Love ofRasulullahJSal/allahu Alaihi IVasa/,'am) is success, h011our 
and a sign of /moan.· Jt~ifi:e perfect it. 

~11.11" ""'.;""' ,,_, "'"'"'"', ''"a.P~-'"''.17.1.1.1' 

~y~,-~l~h ~~~t)f~.YrB,~I~' 
~if#J~;:..i~'~(;>.~l;,!fJ;,it'v:f'~}itafJj.J:;P.o,~J(th~.J:I!~)'Tf.t)l 

The Love ofRasullallah (Satial/ahu Alai hi Wasal/am) is that strongrope 
which will never snap and the relatiottship which is attached to Rasulullah 
(.S"al/allahil Alaihi Wasallam) is unbreakable . 

.,,, '-' • ' .. -' ,_,,, ".,_, ,,,~~ _,~, , . ., "'L' 
l • • t • 1- A"'- •"' 
~. -,-: . .J...)l)~~..,...>.; ~~ ·-~ ... ~r~t~ .. 

-??J?r(-;~.,.,,l~)tf-)1~"~1_¢3~1l:~Llr~l)I~J;(1'~j;JI~ ~{;Jk:J~ 
fi<>w wonderful! The Love o.fRasu/ullah (Sa/la/lahu Alaihi Wasallam) is 
a means of attachment mid friendship for a man. the best treasure/or an 
accumulator of wealth and a provision for a traveller . 

,,... ,., .,, ., .... , .... , 
~~;~~~'lo.!.JI.>-' 

.... ,_, , , .... ~ ,._, ,. ..... !J'"''' 
~l:.U~I~t~1""1-yJt 

u:f~~)d{«Ar.~~,~~cfL:J.4l-ri':Ulr£tfloJ:~)~/.(:I~I~o~i·O:~~~ 
Acknowledge the Bounty of that Great Being Who has said. "A person 
will be with whome he loves. "This is an absolute promise wherein thief 
is no idle talk. 
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! love Nabi (J'.'allallahu A la.ihi Wasallmn). On this basis/have hope in the 
intercession ofNabi (Sallallahu Alaihi Jl'asallam). A lover has hope in 
his heioved. 

The teeth oflhe letter seen ( .~ ) in the world, Salaam. ''(meaning 
greetings)islaughfrig. May Allah Ta 'aala Keep the teethofthe lett-er seen 
( c..>""' ) always smiling. 

~ ,,; / .,.. , .II, "',,, ... , , "' ?-'"" t ... .11 · '.11. 
.la_ ~,.stt_>. ·2.··· · \ L~'i',,._., I:.... . \.~'t""tt . ~ '-~-~~~ .\!.~ .. v. ~ \.+\;1--v . . ~)~ v-"; ;.J/'o"'IIN -' ~§..:r-tv--

4J~~~V'f'-'_,dut..i~J7'-'l(~r* ru,...,_,.~.,Atr>~}J~1 
The occupation of sending Salaaah and .S'alaa111 on Nahi (J;,'aliallahu 
A laihi Wasallam) is sufficient. MayAtlqh Ta 'aa/a grant me hlessi'ngs in 
this ·occupation. 

~;,,~~~.:J~ ,Mc.%.i1 :..;~y;~ 
.4(1-1~/J~..)~':;Lr~· yJ;t: (J..L..-,~jV ~~c,.::ll~.l 

0 Allah/ Send perpetual Salaah arid Dalaam upon your Nabi. Taalfaa, 
the Leader of all the Messengers. 
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THE SECOND 

QASEEDAH (POEM). 

, _ , _..,. ; 7'~ . .JI, ~ ;,,,-_...,,. _ .,,,_, ~- ""'~ ~ _,?"JI "''*" 
~,..,~,~~~~JGl ~~~~U-JJ~~~i-Jh.ri 
4-~ L...... .&J~,) L,.....l(~..,f~l~.}l--·· .. <;p..,_,) l. •.• AfW(t.;., 

The travellers ofSyria.and Yemen are not in reality travellers. Certainly 
the travellers of the grave and the kafan are actual travellers . 

. 
, r ,. w "'-. t , J .. ". ' . , ,/1 _, "' ... " ,_ ". :_J" r_ . , "'. . r .... ~-,_ "'. , ""' , ,. .. ··~C . t-~•v . • -~tt .d.-.. • \o.::lioo~...U • ... • .. "\, ~- ---;- ,.., .,.V\1_ &~ ~V\1 . t'Y':" ~ . ·. ·.-·-~~~ Jl 

4-W~($,j~t,.,L~~;c!::.l,j_.LL;,&!~m~:.A;Jl.(_,(~l~ 
Never rebuke a stranger in his condition of_being strange. Time itself has 
scoldedhim with disgrace and difficulty. · 

"' .. , ,,,,._._ ,., l' ,, ,,. "", , ~ "',, ,. , , , "" 

~C,~.:>Jh,~t~~~~ f:;-t•> ~(;>'dJ~..,.,t0J 

-tr-;...,:~ ~(;I.~WU~t,..,,~~~~./,U/)wt7-G'l!>L..o~ 
The strange traveller has a right upon ihosepeop/e who areliving In their 
hw::~·s and houses. 

:Ji , . .,,,':1 .. t# "" (;,:,,. , .. ~ 

~~~~Fj., ~~\5$!-» 

~J!C'~%!f~pc-}<1/.'-TlJ~~~V_?.}i!i)d~_,z..b~.x:J~}:!" 
:\fv journe_v is on an unfamiliar and strange road My provision is 
iWm}jidenl to carry me to my destination. Mystrangth has weakened and 
death is searching for me .• 

,..,,.,.,. ... , __ ~_, ... ,,_.. ....,,.,,..,I,., ,,_, ........ , 
~b~f~ ~-.:.:Wt L -~f~~~.;~~~ 

lt!~·YUu:,~.£,u,_;jJ:JJ,t{v!?f.!!tt~~:.>i£-r"'ti-•l(uAcfU"'~....bj' 
I have a heap of sins which I myself do not know. On(v Allah Ta 'aala 
knmt•s perfect~v the secre(ancl open sins. 
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Look at the Tolerance of Allah Ta 'aa/a thai despite my sins He is giving 
me respite. While I keep on committing sins, He continues to concea/mP 

, .. ,. / ""' , ,, . ; , ""I ,., "" ll" ., ~ ' l!"t!' _, ; / .JI., ~ 

<:.~>-->'\J5~_,>"); ~'l'J~ 4'~~Li.~fo~~~ 
uJ7.J-~/~£-f.:)7~~i.J,•'"'..h~~~uLJ.;:,;s/. 

Thehoursofmy life are passing without any regret, crying.jear and grief 

'•I ;~_: J, ~~,.. ;? . I~ ........ "1~ ·~ ,.- .,,,..,!~'~ :ft6f 
~~~um#'~~tu- J • Yf}':'"-' · ,.. .. v~.tJ 

1&cfh£P.4.J'totJ~JJtp~tdJ/k~J'.J'J'.I~~~*l,h~,.{uiJtJO! 
I am the 0.11e who tightly closes the doors of(he house when committing 
sins whereas the Eye of Allah Ta 'aa/a ~till sees me. 

11.(.7J. ,,, •• ? ... "<#" ,,. , . 
~.&~t~ ... ~i..>-->~ 

uf'CllJ'l1'~1~,d"~J~JY;fu.f(r.~~~'~-'¥d-~JI&:'!J 
Alas/ How many faults which were committed in negligence have been 
noted as a storyofthe past an(l how many pairls have remainet}jn my heart 
as blazingjlames to burn me. 

_,, _, "' ~· . '"" "' , , I .,,, "' 
,.1:-rf .-.<'~~tf,L...J~~..":I\:.L~t l"~l~""'7 .... -r_1~ 1/-n • . "" 
y.J""" )~W..r-VJ ~' . ~.JJb~~..ri':Yit..Sf"~ 

·U~/_r!U:;->,PJ..c;.;JIU~/,I),t;~.i:;;I<J!)'jJ_,JJ~f4-
Leave me so that I may lament over myself and pass my llfe in worry and 
concern. 
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,I..,.·,,, 7 ,,, • "' .:1 "'"" .P '~JI ,,., ;; , "''"~ -;,'~ 
tS;-;~~!Ihtb~t»'t~ (Jii.OU;-"ih.!.\.\1~~ 

<D~4tliy.f~,t!f.1i~(:l~~~,4J~Vi~/tu:f~~'-'Lu:#'fd~~~~, 
It seems as if/he following scene is before my eyes: "Jam (ving dead on 
my death bed surrounded by myjamily and their hands are turning my 
sides. 

Yes, the following scene is also before me: People have gathered to 
lament and cry over me, the announcement of my death has been made 
and I am !Jeing addressed as the deceased. 

:1' ; .... ,,,~ .... , _.. . ., ""'"'7"'" 
~~~f~ • ..fot.Jr.-oJ:J 

A doctor was brought for my treatment but today I do not see the doc.tor 
benefitting me. 

Shortly i11y soul will be removed in the agonies of death andmy saliva will 
tum bitter during the final moments of my life. 

, ., ""' , ·' ., , "" ~ , 
~~');~~~~ 
J;;f j'~,.~~,!:JJ,~~~»&!o~>'"'-}.,l.!!,} !IV~ &::.~.A?4A e;;.:;;;J. ., 

The agonies of death have intensified upon me and death without any 
gentlimess or ease has extracted my sou/from every vein. 
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!1 _,~~~:.~ 7 7 ...... ,_:, _.,,.., ,,, "? ,::?_,. ., .,, ,,.,~ ,, / .... ,. 
~---0 Jo!~t.,Jj~jlr~ 6-»~'uo'l!'')~, 

uJ*f.~~~i4~~~~"''f-~a.V,U""'+CJ~Jf'-'~~~(1y../_,rVS'Juli1~v~ 
A{v soul was extracted arid mJ' body lay ituintionless amidst my ji:uui~r. 
Their hands were turning me ji·om side to side. · 

Afyfami(v closed my eyes, tied a cloth around myjaw and after dispari~v 
they immt.?diatf!(V went to purchase my kafan. 

The person who loved me lhP. 11•ost hastenedtowardsihe place ofghusl 
preparing to give me ghusl . 

. Immediate(v placing me on the boardreservf!dfor the deadsomepevple 
St-arted giving me ghusl. 

"."'t'd ,,.,·_,· ,,,...,,.. .~.~. ,.,... ? ,.....,..,,_ ?"', ... ..... , "'" "" 

~v..f.,AJtlS>t:.,t!.~~ ~,~,_,;,~ywr~r, 

. $JJ~: tf_,;hVu_hr..,,tb.>~~t:i'i lJIJ'u~A"'''-.A 
H7ater was thrown over me. 1 was washed thrice and people wer. · told: 
"Bring the kaj(m. ·• 
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They covered me with a few s/eev/ess garments and camphor became my 
provision when they applied it upon m~. 

Alas! Now they have taken me .from the world on a journey without any 
provision which will convey me (to my destination). 

Four peson carried me on their shoulders and the remaining people bid 
mefarewe/1 from behind. 

They brought me to the plr;zce wherejanaazah salaah is performed. The 
people formed row_s behind ihe /maam and after performing the salaah 
he bid me ferewell. 

A salaah without any Ruku or sajdah wa~· perj()rmed upon me so that 
Allah Ta 'aa/ci may shower His Alercy upon me:.. 
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;;~. "" ?~ , p7w ~ · ; :~p ""' ·."" "'" t ,.. .1' ? ~··'\ '• ll ,,,.,.. 
rJ~~t~bf_,.~__, ~~IS~~!ll".Y_>;Jf' 
_ ~, .... ~:,~ ~ 4- J-~ ~,_~_,,~_, .... t:,v= ~ 4-- G.. ~r.~,t 

S/ow~v they lowered nie into the grave and one person placed me, into the 
lahd (hollow portion ofthegrave). 

He uncovered my face to see me for the last lime. He shed tears and kissed 
111e. 

, ,.,,, ~,,.,., . ,,, ~_~,.,, _,~..,,,, :r:: , _...- •. ~ .. 
~~~7"f)).>~_,,)b ~1'.bd.f\t~~~Lo~u, 
·~AJJr:J-'J.!-f.~.,,o:f~,(;tP,,:..,~~.:-'rut.o"_d,.:-Lf".,)~..,~l:~~-'' 

In the darkness of my grave none were present neither my mother nor my 
father nor my brother to make me feel at ease. 

7 • ... ~ ~;; .... ~ id?.:. t 7' 7 ! 't£'-:'!f, w : 1>-' !f ~;.,.tl""-" 
~t\:>lS".>J. V,~~ ~y-:>~'.S - . c..:JfJ.>.~,.-UD, 

la(~Jb.i~c!.u~1o/-J~t)t}fcil(V~~-''!1~-''wt:-:,[3t.?.: 
This solitude this darkness, "/his horror was a small calamity when all of 
a sudden my eyes wi(nessed a dreadful scence. 

~;li,~.;~~f~G.~ ,; 6Jj;$f~~j_J;;~~ 
~j(!J1J,c}_l7jL,f'CJii~Ufit!ft;J~]JtLl,-LA)_,;u:JJ'Jld'rFPtS!. 
i.e. the dreadful appearance ofAfunkar and Nakeer. OA 1/ah:' How should 
I anwser them. Their dreadfulness has rendered me senseless: 
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They seated me and strictly dema11ded me to ans·wer their questions.) 0 
Allah/ Besides You there is none to grant me salvation. 

0 my Hope.' Favourme with Your Forvigeness. Favour this traveller who 
· has. left behind his fami~y and home. 

~~IJ.> .. tg~lS))~;~; t$~1;9r~...J\~t;:;~ 
"';;!.;~o-/-'-'.~~uv s ~ i.::C (J_,j'~.,,~~~~Y-'-'/-AV::'"Ji~ 

Back home my family divided my estate and the burden of my sins fell on 
my back. · 

;\4y wife look to another h1-1sband andmade him the head oft he house and 
goods. 

She made her son the sen>ant and attendant of her new husband and my 
wealth became permissible for them gratis. 
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0 people of the world_! Don't be deceived by the beauzv and glitter c~fthe 
world CarejiJI{v reflect what it has done to the wife, children and home. 

Reflect on thosewho.havehoardedthe '~-t>'holeworld.' flavetheytaken with 
them anything jrom here besides camphor and kajan? 

Be contented ami happy with (the lillie a./} your world (dunya) e\'en 
though you c.u:hieve nothing except con~fort for your body: 

0 Nc~f.i>i 0 .\'cm/_1 Abstainfrom di.whcr.lienc?, earn. the heautifiil Pm•ours 
of Allah Tc. 'aala. definite~v Allah Ta ·aa/a will have mercy upor. you. 

--~- ,,;:o_,.,,,,,,/1 ,, 
~lt_:;,.,..Sl~~j~~· 

.f:'!.?.J~.II/.tf/{"&;.~c;:~ !/(~jl,_,y;;~_r.t:J41}t~!fl!2~~~ .:::..1 

0 lVaf.<o:-' IFoe to youl Repent .for your sins and do good actions. There is 
hope that, definile~v. } 'ou will be rewarded for your good actions. 
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.S'end salutations upon our Chosen Master JJnti/ the lightning strikes. in 

.S~vria and Yemen. 

And all praise isexclusive~y.for A/lahTa 'aalamorningandevening Who 
gives us the ability to do good, forgives us and.favour us. 

An Exemplary Lesson. 

L~uv~~,/J), 
4(..!t~1JioJZ.)/1. 

Jn this world there are a hundred exemplary lessons but colour and smell 
has rendered you blind. · 
Have you ever looked carefully that an inhabited place which has now 
become desolate. 

4-u!'1(2,JLltiJ,'; 

~cjj~vf-~J~/.~ 
The worldis not a place 0;(attachment. it .is aplace of lesson and nota 
show. 
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44i.J~JJ~:!l~ 
44uv--TJS'W"U:J 

c:f~~c,);IU:~.:k· 

44ul!i~.-~...r t L..li 
How did the men of dignity mix with dust! How did the owner ofq home 
become homeless! 

How did the famous become ejfaced! How did the earth devour the sky! 
(the haugh~}~ 

cr-~l:?)lfL~ti>. 
~-u!f;=.vrLtt!Ct /-:: 

The wor(d is not a place of atj.achtilent. lt i,<,· a place of lesson and not a 
shaH'. 

How were thepeopleattachedto the earth! How many kings. ga\'ernments 
and lords showed their authorUy but for afewdays/ How-many a1·obusi 
man did not death subdue/ 

The world is not a place of attachment. ]{ is a jJiace (.)f lesson m1(/ not a 
sho·w_ 
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~~if.l,t;t...-..~~~tf"'l ~b,;if~<$o/GL<..Jfl 
t,.L..-~~uf'J..y.....- ~.~~ ~Po/ ..:.bSV~JA 

Death did not leave Kisraa norDarius. Even (1 conqueror, like A /e;.at a~ r , 
was subdued by it. How did i_t. take each person without sooth ·ng <'>i~V 
agony. "All their pomp, glory and retinue fell_down helpless. 

fuifl:? _,.J'L 'i.Jt.J~ 
~u:f.;,v '7-~J'c.-~;: 

Tfle world is not a place of attachment. It is a place of lesson and not a 
sho•t·. 

~lf~f<).f~U~.>~ULf
f¥r.J.j_;iluY<.S: ~ 150"...? 

~J.k-cr-u~~u~~ 
/ 

(~-~~l.Wrw)'AY"'-:: 
Here eve1:v happiness is lran.sformed into ahtmdtf!d 'ln 'Jrries, here p/ac:es 
of weddings are tun1ed into places afmourning These are changes ofthe 
universe from a/1 side:). There is c: change in yourself at every breath. 

i 11c . ~.·orld is not apface ofat(achment. I; is a place of /esso/1 mid not a 

show. 

. ~t;:u;i I ~/Ef.LiJIJ. . kMU.r/.L~~) 
k~J{I~J~>A-.;Jft ~~b5VL~2..~~}: 

Initially, childhood blossmed and delighted you for several years. 
Thereafter, youth made you mad Then how did old age harass you! Death 
wi/i.fina/~y annihilate you. 
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ft.t1'Li)Lf~~l?~ 

.tflt-1~ti '7--le J'~!-= 
The world is not a place of attachment. j r is ap/lJ_ee of lesson and not a 
show. 

J)~~,.;Jy~J" 
V~<.t;;¢) L AUi<:r' 4-

l)~~UX'>?(:.f)/4~ 
v l>.d-/ Lf'-'.V '7- t/'l:f. 

Y<>ur only ambition is {o remain most elevated and lofly.Jn both beauty 
andfasl1ion you should be unique. Whai? Does it behove a person who 
is predestined to die to live in such a mannerr?lt In reality, outward and 
artificial beauty has decevied you. 

crL6~,~.L ltJJ~ 
'ru.:f};v~~J'..,;;.,_?.~ 

The world is not a place of attachment. it is a place of lesscm and not a 
show. 

if.~~tS,)h~Jtulj if.~JfrS::;~f-oJ 
\.f.c.J~t;lyl~.~~ i)~ l{J?~~J?:'(f'I~I'T'It,r! 

C ai1 it be a place of p leasure and luxury when death is staring and waiting 
(at you) at eve~v moment' 
.Nuw e m erp,efrom yuur i'o!.W 'mnce and change your lifestyle immediately. 

7-lr.:";~ L_:-., J.L ls'\J$. 
f- d:fi;; v 'J-l,tf~ /.-:t 

The world is no.t a p!(lce (~:f attnclmrent. It is a plac(! of lesson and not 0 
show 

8.1 



REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

IJ.'T'V.3Vobo-1i /~y/.~\;L~.,~ 
li.~j~~yl~r. /,{yJJ!cf.rSI~ 

You love this transient world. Which amazing thing has made you 
desirous? 0 Majzoob! Don •t you possess sufficient intelligence? Now 
you should rmderstand this molter well! 

~u!f!?_,J'L.Itl(].~ 
. a.v \# • r~~ "rW" "r . u' r-~ 

The world is not a place of attachment. It is a place of lesson and not a 
show. 

\l!l;J".!-:A ~~~/. 
<it:f~..::Jiits~of 

Have you not ~ceived the m~.'fsage of death jrom old age yet? Has it not 
awakened, startled or cheeked you in the least bit? Is there any limit to 
your negligence. How long will it take you to returnfrom the state of 
insanity to sanity? 

~~"'~J2.~u~ 
f-ltf~:V~l,~/.~ 

The world is not a place of attachment. It is a place of lesson and not a 
show. 

lf cr,-..~ (J£v7 $.,c,_,fi 
'(~[;~ /;}fy,~ 

Neither will a lover of poetry remain nor will a lover of fame remain. 
None h~ remained nor will anyone remain. Only the remembrance of 
good deeds will remain. · 
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M\2JJ'Lt.Jt.J~ 
~~ttcr-lfJ~/.~ 

The world is not ti place of atJachmen.t.lt is a place of lesson and not a 
show~ 

/~v.;~;~~~~JJ 
/./4--\:lf.J, J?A u~ -

Y,'f11£)1L():Vi.-.P. 

? fy?.jJt.f:!yr::.J.,//1'/. 
When most friends left ihis company and the_y are contin,uously leaving 
it, and when this scene is always vivid before you then why is your heart 
amused? 

'7-utf~)u~t.I~ 
~t.t'f)~L!S~/d 

'Fhe world is nc>t a place of auachment. lti.~ a place of lesson and not a 
show. 

i-Jt/'q~ )ilJ}'v:f 
~v-1~~)/t<.f/ 

7--¥(LJ~,·\.r.{U:u£.p 

7~),h.~ic~~ 
In this world from somewhere the sound of mourning is heard; from 
elsewhere the cry of poverty is heard and from somewhere the ct)mplaint · 
of oppression, deceit and fraud is heard In bri.ef. from every side only 
such cries are heard 

. J:• ~ ~ . · . . ·. ~~ ~-' (J(..f, • 
~ 1 .J/( ~J, '-~. I r...:,.. . .k_ ·~ 
I V.I ...... ~·' · . • V"' y;:,. .. 

. The world is not a pltJK¥ of atttldtlft,ent. It ik a pit~« of lesson emd not a 
show. 
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fc.J'}71:/-)(6~ l.tf-1..1 J) ~~'-::-' j 

~v.!.£~/,,JJ:.b ;tJtu..)U"'t 

4-JSJ~ e::.. ~.)lrJVJ1" 
J;;;~~~?l/j~_;::} 

Yesterday lust was exciting me in this manner- How beautiful is the 
country of Russia and the land ofthe town Tus! 
If you procure it then withwhat pleasure willyou live./ From this side are 
the beats of musical drumsandfrom the other the sound of a kettle-drum; 

Hearing it, lesson said at once: "You are only being entertained. Let me 
show you:- You are imprisoned in the bond of-desire and lust" 

Lesson took me once to the graveyard ofihe poor and strangers- the .'?lace 
wherein there is no hope to live. 

After showing to me two to three graves it said: "This is Alexander, this 
is Darius and this is Kaikawoos!" 
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COMPLETE MEDIATION OF DEATH 

~~~4-J',Jy& 
~)~ ~Jj;l'),;~ 

Remember! You are created to worship/ 
Remember/ Be completely humb.le! 
Otherwise, remember, there will be disgrace! Remember lit is a life ofa. 
few days. 

~~.~;r~t/ (:))~ 
T~.l/itt;-vfi~.J 

One day you willtaste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 

l::-J}ki41"fcfi~;,(Jf1 VJ~~(Jft.f.~L! 
~jk~~ltf. '=-'~-'· vj~r.r.<.f.u~J~ 

If you attained anyposition then what? 
lfyou gained control of gold and silver treasure then what? 

· If you constructed a big mansion then what? /fyoumanifosted your pomp 
and glory then what? 

~l}i+lV'=-'J~ 
~~.~..;rcrt:h.L) 

One day you willtaste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 
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4~(--»'r'~JIJ~ 

~((,e;~~ 
4~p.~~li.>W 
~(-1.P44' 

· Caesar, Alexander and Jumm died. Zaal, Sahraab and Rustam died. 
What brave and strong people dted Every one died, showing the 
crookedness of his tail. · 

+~/}fer 1;/(:J_,J.a 
+~/flcT-thLJ 

One day you will taste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 

tLf(~J'Il[}~~.~_,t trLr(rlk ,:,J?. ~.JJ) 
t(L.f(l(J-11.1!/U~ l(L~~~~~_;,J: 

Your power and force will be inactive and these long hopes willbe ofhelp. 
Yes, good action will be of help. 

"7-~.I.Jf+-t;/W.>~ 
-r~;Jr.::;-wLJ 

One day )'('II will ti:lsle death: Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 

·~/~~Lu.;rJ!· ;_~~~~-~~Y44 
~.1-'--JtfU:lJJ;)}l V Lt::J/~Jt+I/LicJ~ 

What type8 and designs of houses did not death devQStare! How many· 
people's play did not death spoil! 
What gigantic forms did not death subdue! 
Death buried their whole statue in the graves. 
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+~tJT.:r-~cJ;~ 
r..;_;jk;-t;fi.L} 

One day Y0'4 will taste death. Death is •ltimat~. 

Do asyou p!ease.Death is ultimate. 

4-/L//~?t: "rf~..iJr.. '-~a/ 
tt:r-.f:J-.YJ~,>)'A(' trl'l-.A)'>JJ...~f.t 

1'es, 0 Ignorant! You ore to depart short~ For how long will this 
negligence remain? The break of dawn isnetU. 
Prepare provisions, The journey is about to CQmmence shortly. The end 
ofevery human is going to occur. 

~.;Jt:r.tv~'~' 
+-~/fkt;-Cfi.J....j. 

One day you wiJitr;~ste death. Death is ultimate. 
Dq as youplease. Death is 1,1/timate. 

~U'Ii''-f-ILn.Jb ~#ltl:J~~ 
JJ'.Jt'--'r;~u~, 0~ UJ\tuv..r,({:>i-¥:,.:,1 

Nqfs{the /ower self) andshoytaan ai'e o dllgger in the sit/e. 
The attack isgoingto be la~Jnched, lrence,ONegligenf/Befima and alert, 
Let not any dejiciefto/ come in l)een and/111€Um. 
Stopl Yes, abstain! 0 transgressor! 

if...::.t.;.ir-r~w"~' 
~/)1.;-th.L-} 

One day you willtaste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do asyou please. Death is ~Jitimt:lte. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

Jf'J.tJ>Ul?-' • Ju'v{A 
J.k4-/S Lr~~:..A 

Suddenly the seeker, dea(h. came upfiln· the head .• 
Now where are you and wher~ is Darul 'A mal (place of deeds) . 
This precious opportunity will be lost. 
Never will this irreplaceable life return. 

One day you will taste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 

u:14{c~ J';P;,;;~ v!i4'JtY ~J!~I ~ 
u1,(,~trV'!u:1' ~ c..6'~;~.~~S.;;; 

To you, 0 Negligent/ 111e worry of the A4khirah means nothing. 
Do not be deceived! The luxury ofthis world is a deception. 
Thefew days ofthis life is a deception. 
Reliance on it is fruitless, fruilless. 

· cr~~.JT<r~c.J.,~f 
-r:-t.:.~:/.JT~L/ g_L.f 

One day you will taste death. Death is ultima/(!. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 
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W)~cl,/.a{~U~4f 
<.J.,~t\;LJ)~.fWir 

One~dayyou will have to depart from here. One day your abode will be 
the grave. 
One day you wi11 have to face Allah. 
Hence, do not ever spend one day in negligence .. 

.. ,., 
fC/71-=F-V<:.b~ 

~.1/[-f.-li/JL/ 
One dayyou will taste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 

l:),Lr{J£('1-}..~~ 

L:.Jz... J.4/!vt.:;-ar 
Every one is a traveller on the roadofdeath. 
Every one is advancing towards the viciousness of deuth. 
Prom every where flows the river of death. 
From every where emerges the smell of death, 

4-~.l}ic;.-tv'W>~ 

4-~.lfi~ 1:/;.J-} 
One day you will taste deuth. Jftath is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 
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.J~J''-.?>~ 'r"},.l~ 
,~J/'u!~~u.x.~y 

The beauty ofthtsworld is butfor a few days: 
Beware! 0 Negligent person! Do not attach your heart to it. 
Do not pass your lime in negligef!ce 
Be Alert! 0 you Absorbed in Negligence! Be cautious! 

~~ur~y(:).,~t 

f--~.(}'i4-W.L-.J 
One day you will taste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death Is ultimate. 

;,,.~~L;y"( lp ~·,>-:t-7-

J,,~~~ '({J..-_/}t.:-'1 

• .II 

;_v_k.~,~UJzJ.:.;-

;,,~~l;.;.l~ V:uu-lb 
This worldly p/e(lsure .and luxury is for a few days. 
This period of glass and goblet lsfor a few days. 
Living in this transient world is fot a fow days~ 

Now do the actions for theAakhirahfor a few day.'> 

~~_;jJ~/t''--'1 
7--~~ ..?17--tft.~j 

One day you will taste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultim(.lte. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

,_t;~JhJk~ 
~·tP~~;,;_,~~ 

i-tCUGLt;,~y 
cr·~uL~o'-'·~ 

The pleasure of the transJe111 world is trifle, 
The presented eternal pleasure is insingnijicant. 
The transient delight is·we>rthless; 
The life ofafewdays isnothing. 

· f.~f7'+tvt:JJ~ 
4--...::,.1/f.:r;Qk/ 

One day you wi/Ut1Ste dea.th, /)e{lth is ulliflfate. 
Do afyouplease death is ultimate. 

fu,d~/~A 
~wJ~t?tr 

Life is melting. like apiece of ice. silently, gradually and perpetually. 
Breath in a wayfarer to unknown dominion (realm). 
Suddenly ontt day. it will stop. 

4-~/.Jtc;-lzl''=''~ 
tt;-~:ifi~C/~L/ 

One day you will .taste death. Death is ultimQte. 
Do·asyouplease .. Death is ultimate. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

"~~J/.t$)(3/~ ,;,)' ~~/ .P<i~/1 
J~f-J)J4(..C'~ .l~~j..~/0~JJ);; 

Defir1itely, concern for the Aakhirah has to be made. 
Defi-nitly, as you do so will you pay. Deflnitly one day life will pass. 
Dejinitly, the deceased will be lowered in the grave. 

~~J}f'7,-\;/W'~ 
4-~.l}ic:;-t.:/icL} 

One day you will taste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 

~tqJ!)d....~~CJ\e Ji~dt:~ufJ~LT 

J.~J~Jp(.:J,Jf~.J. £~Jltl~ ,_tJ;t,)J 
From whom can the on comer be evaded? 
Know! The s~ationery soul will be remow~d 
The soul will be extracted from every vien. 
One day sand will be thrown over you. 

cT-~.I}T 47- l:,/0J ·~ 

'7-~;jk:;-tfiL} 
One day you wilt taste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please~ Death is ultimate. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

i~u.;tJu:,/J .. -:J.~}~ 
?~~~~l;~;l 

The years of age are moving like thejlowof a fast water current. Discard 
all worries and deeply meditate upoh Allah. As you sow, so sha/lyou reap. 
(Wheat produces wheat, barley produces barley). 
You will receive the rfW.wards of deeds, .0 Neglectful/ 

~~_ljt~lyC))~ 
~~.~;r~ch-L} 

One day you will taste death. 'Death is ultimate. 
Do as _you please. Death is ultimate. 

In the gatherings of the Universe there is a circulation ofmortality. It is 
a place of lesson- ap/ace ofrejlec(i(Jn. You are neglectful. What typf: of 
-attitude are you displaying?: Some "Other day life wdibe different. 

-~~.;)14-~l:J>yl 
~~)i'7-t;hL.} 

One day you will taste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

tl'~rf.u~ 1/o..~~ 
~r-v:wc.k:'u~ 

I/4}Ju2'YI~~ 
LaJD.., ~; J\:}>4"'-"' \c6 

A/tough you bore fatal sicknesses and the harsh words of well-wishers. 
Then too what happend to those few days wherein you remained alive? 
They were washed away in the flood of mortality in this. world. 

7~/Jf..:rl:/l:})~ 
~,.:;.JJfrt:fiL J 

One day you will taste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do asyou please. Death is ultimate. 

p,~~(.$~~LC'~ A~ AJJ(=' ~yEv: "j(J.n.JfJ 
~fJfu:fJ/;&-~f /~;:.,Lu~jtliJ 

Ifyou have a hundred thousand silver and gold coins in your treasure, 
a hundred thousan.dremedies in your possessio11 and you are secured in 
a hundred thausandforts then too there is no escape from death. 

f---.:,,l)fyly-CJ)~ 
~~~;r7c/;.L} 

One day you will taste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 

·V:~~crtt,.-6 ~~;,JJ;~;J?; 
t.t.,J/Uf,w:.t!/1~ u!d~~.ct·J;/ ~~ 

Rebellion under the sky is no hefiUty. Look! You will h(ZVe togo beyond 
the earlh. Whell you most deftnitly have to die one day then discard this 
and that worry and worry for Deen. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

One dayyou will' taste death. Death is ultimate . 
Do as you please,. Death is ultimpte. 

~~trl• -;-i'~ 
OQ'itr-~;~~Lt, 

t.dc.H"lS/-:\.!:1~ 
Lc1tM'-::.:t ~.,,.~~.; 

It is not beflttingfor your being to beji/led with neg/igenence. Look! 
J£:mnatisnotthatcheap. The. world is.aroadway, nota residential area. 
It is not a place ofcomfort, luxury and lust. 

One dayyou will taste deqth. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 

J(ti~~/J-4~J~ /(~Tj;,J-.iii.S;/i./! 
J(ifDJJ~kt4-v-:r /~,efu!'Y.JW~ 

0 Negligentcmelt.Jonottalce restno~>comfo,.t: Donotacquire wealth nor 
fame. Remember Allah Ta 'aala in .the worldmorning and evening. Do. 
that work for which you have come. 

'1- ~.ur:r~(:}.)'-"' 
-r~#rW.~J 

One day you will taste dea(h.Deaiit ist.tltimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate, 
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~'/-Glf ~ ~JU'IJ 
~-7---l;· l?~~Yc..t 

6.tcr-L;~.f.lS" ~, ,JJL 
~.J-~l;~ .::::-t;,., ~J, 

To increase goods and wealth is profitless. 
To· earn more than necessary is useless. 
To attach the heart to the world is absurdity. 
To make a roadway a house is stupidity. 

tt;-,.;:.,1}f7-~ w'~-ft. 
cr~#l'7-l€ft.L-? .. 

One day you will taste death. Death is ultimate~ 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 

The human being is not meant for luxury and comfort. 
Remember you are a servant and nota guest. Negligence -and lust is rmt 
appropriate for }WU W/)rship Allah ifyou are. not fiJo/isk 

f~.t?r-=r ~(:))~' 
'7--~.l}l'J-~~} 

One da;v you wiJI taste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please, Death is ultilnate. 



REMEMBRANCE OF DEATII 

~~~~>:bt~' 
~gt;v~t.J!/u.;: 

Never stri:iya:Wayfrom the .road. by loalci,;g at the pbmp and glory of tl,e 
wr()ng headed. 
Leave their hands with a violent jerk. 
Do not approach them even by mist~. 

4-c.,:.,_,~_}'tc;....l;/W.,~t 

+QIU'fT-th~.l 
One day you wtll taste death. Death is ultimat.e. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 

tr~LJ'~_, ~uti~~ 
~b/.,A/ ~··~.~~;_,D~ 

lfyou consider external 5eauty you will be deceived by this transient 
world. This is a decorated snake which bites. Remember! Do .not be 
negligent, y()U-Will be sorry; 

;-.\ZI/_}1tf-~l:J)~ 
~/}1~\:h.L,} 

One day you will taste death. Death is ultimate 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate:. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

Do not decorate this tr.ansient world. 
Adorn your original house with good deeds. 
Then play the flute ()freliefthere. 
Veri~v the person who has been saved lias attained a great success. 

T-~_,..._;rcrt/tJ-'.....(' 
7-a.=-.I.JT'T-t;fi.~.J 

One day you will taste death. Death· Is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 

u~~Lw.-ub~Jib 

ut,-.t~.>Z4--~Cr, / ~ 
ul.f~ '-'":! ~ ~ ::.lP 
I..JL{<;- b"J.,LJ of, 

This world 1s a colourful place, Yes, do not become a foolish child by 
looking at it. 
A las/ where have you fixed your heart. 
How inany days du you wish to live here? 

~r/1~'!/'=''~ 
.rr~_,...J(T-th~.J 

One dayyou will taste death. Death is ultimate. 
/)a as you please; Death is ultimate. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

wjl~c/ll'>~-:1 ~~~N•+-1 
(:(~~~~-=·•-c;~JA ~-ck~~~u.~~ 

Are you still delighted in tltis place ofles:ion even though it is a place of 
affliction, a house of sorrow. 
Your conduct is beyond comprehension. 
Discard negligence, consider the end-result . 

.cf-..:!t/.}f~ L"/(:JJ.....tf 
~~_~jf.:r.c_hL) 

One day you will taste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do asyou please. Death is ultimate. 

U'_>a{.$'lAJcrJJP '-'}.~4-4-~o-_;.:7-: 
<SJV/dcr/L~ (.)}!;J;)iJd:!Jf~/ 

This negligence of yours is very senseless. 
Fate stands smiling r~pon yor~r head 
Keep death always in front ofyor~. 
This difficult stage is approaching. 

~,.-.}T~~'=-'"~ 
~..;.}Ca;.-tfiL)' 

One day you will taste death . . Death is ultimat•. 
Do as yor~ please. J')eath is r~ltiWiate. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

..1~(Li.l'-~t.Jt4.J ..~t_,;l.,4.l-; ~_,.,_.. ~ 

)~~UJ.~lr?~4rc.I.Ji Kfi'.;J(i,f'f-t.S!h¢ 
You are hankering upon this world like a moth even though you will have 
to finally burn. 
Then you claim that you are intelligent. What? Is this the sign of 
intelligence? 

<; CI~/Tcr-ty(:).,._Q 
~L::t.I.J ic:r c/;.L} 

One day you will taste de.ath. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 

} ;,1,_.44-)~\i)~ 

J;(;.t::.-~t:t;-.~.P ~ 
You are unconcerned with the inequity of this wvrld. 
You are unconcerned about the outcome (end-result) 
How unrelated is it to intelligence! 
Yet you become wise upon it! 

~~.t.JT~ (if'<:b--ft 
4'-~/}f~t;fl..Lj 

Orie day you wii~ taste death .Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEATH 

&v:r~J.../lf.,A u::;~;:L~~,;-J., 

u~t.~·;AJ~ ~c.,;!):( uf/JIJC3.fti#J: ~ J: 
Burialitselfis calling out from beneath the ground, then too there is no 
correct conviction of dying. 
There is none more neglectful than you. The accursed selfneeds some 
lesson. 

7-0/flcT--'V(.:)J~l 
4-~/}f~~Lj 

One day you will taste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 

~;JY' :~..I,.L~fi ~,~~~.f'Y'f~t,:,u;.. 
~.~~'cSMl(~..~ ~,~J):j/ y» ~er)'~ 

Don 't keep yourself idle. 
Prepare for the hereafter. 
Keepyour heart disgusted with the wrong. 
Rememb.er death at all time. 

~.~;r~ l;/c:JJ'-'' 
,_~.;.Jicr-t.hl...)' 

One day you will taste death. Depth is ultimate. 
Do as you plases. Death is ulti11U)te. 
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~/&9 {.,(j{( t( tf~; 
/.~_y~~ ..::.J 'A .a&; -'k 

/ ~/JJt:;;.. & f.} 

/}JSI.s,~~u::~ 
Never understand death to be a cfestroyer of life. 
Understand! Death brings life. 
The intelligentperson loves death. 
0 Negligent! Remember death always. 

4-~_,.-)'1.-r~'=''~ 
~~..,t,?T~~L./ 

One day you-will taste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 

/~t;_,q~,e~.:,u.~o. ~~~o:,~"""''~ 
/...,::...,lfu1(3~ A ~)J /..:,I.JC/~.)~~ ~.,:, ""' 

Abandon all worthless things. 
I>o.n 't waste your time. 
Don 't be neglectful, Remember Allah day and night. 
Remember and worry about the breaker of all pleOSIIres. 

i-~.t.Jf 7-o/CJ_,J.l 
~fjf~ t;fi4/ 

One day you will taste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please, Death is ultimate. 
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This is)!Otlr lost (M_aj~b) stCilf!. e~t arid at this ~:~g~. 
Come toyour senses, iHs no(the day ofnegligenc'1 now; 
Now you should always Cf'U{1tthe dQ)! ofJIOur death. 
Straighten .JI6t#r back~ il Y7fi'Ji di]Ji~ult jour11ey is i;Jhead, 

One dayyou will taste death; De(lth is ultim(Jte. 
Do e~syou. please. Death is ultimate; 

How long this old lust of yours? 
How long ·this coma/worship ofyorirs? 
How long this house a11d married life ofyours? 
How long this exisier~c;e of yours? 

~

-~· w::,;.}f~lY~>~ 

;r;·cf..Pi:r~L/ 
One dayyou. will taste death, Death is .ultimate. 
Do asyouplease. Death is ultimate. 
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~~~ £ltf:yt~W;; .l~k:Jp·fU:lS'_.6,.:,) 
.YU:UJP/~Iyt~J )tp,L[;f£.~/'r.A&' 

Do not choose unmindfulness in old age. There remains no reliance of life 
now. The sharpness of the dagger of death is upon the throat. 
Now count yourself amongst the dead. 

One day you wi/i taste death. Death is ultimate. 
Do as you please. Death is ultimate. 

During childhood I heard a couplet. After graduating whenever I heard 
the sound of the striking of the clock those couplets came to mind: .. 0 
Unmindfui! The watch is telling you every strike has decreased the age 
of your life." If a little thought is given then every ~e onJhe clock 
l;)rings to miml the t~rmination of one's life, e.g., at twelve o'clock this 
reminder is given twelve times. Unfortunately, we are so unmindful that 
the Aayat of the Quraan,. the sayings of Prophet (Sal/allahu Alaihi 
Wasallam) and th,e exemplary lessons of this world especially the death 
of one's close relatives does not make us mindful of death. · May Allah give 
me and my friends the ability to remember death. 

Hadhrat Sheikhu/ Hadeeth Maulana Mohammed Zakaria Saheb 
(Rahmatu/lahi Alaihi) 
19 Muharramul Haraam 1395 Hijri 
Friday, Madinah Munawwarah 

Translation completed on 22nd Rajah 1412 Hijri 
28 Jaunary 1.992 
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