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The more the Quran and Sunnah have emphasised
the value of human life, the higher is the degree of its
violation nowadays. Murdering for petty reasons has
become so commoen that human life is now not even
afforded the respect that is given to the life of a fly or
mosquito. Patriotism / and factional dissention
regrettably lead even those who are deemed a$§ religious
into this heinous crime and some even commit this
offence as a ‘service’ to the Deen. It seems that the
verses and traditions of the Quran and Sunnah that
have so strongly emphasised the sanctity of human life
and that have pronounced unmatched warnings
against its unjustified violation are not before them, or
that due attention is not being paid to them. Hence, I
desired to compile these verses and traditions in the
present treatise. A Muslim -no matter how sinful-
certainly has respect for the directives of the Quran and
Sunnah at heart and thus, perhaps some servant of
Allah will take a fresh look at his conduct by reading
this treatise. Therefore, the fruit of this endeavour will,
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Insha’allah, have been attained even if it encourages

just one person to repent from this sin or from being
involved in it in any way out of the fear of Allah.

The verses of the Noble Quran that discuss the
sanctity of human. life have been quoted in the
beginning. Thereafter, forty Ahadith of the Holy Prophet
ples ale &i s pertaining to the sacredness of human
life have been narrated. This is followed by the sayings
of the Holy Prophet ylw s 4ls &l - that provide guidance
for the general Muslims when an oppressive ruler seizes
control. The teachings of the Quran and Sunnah in the
situation of civil strife between Muslims have been
related thereafter.

May Allah Tabarak wa Ta’ala make this treatise
beneficial and may He Grant us the ability to practise
upon His teachings and the teachings of His Noble
Prophet ol s «le &t Lo Amin, Amin.

(Hazrat Maulana Mufti) Muhammad Tagi Usmani (st y &1 <ais ]
Darul Uloom Karachi
4 Shabaan 1430 A H.



Injuctions ofethe Quran and Sunnah regarding
the sanctity of human life

The teachings of the Quran and Sunnah are very
clear regarding the serious sin of unjustly taking the life
of a person: it is the gravest sin after pc;lytheism.

The Quran and Sunnah have not pronounced: as®
severe admonitions for any other sin as they have for
murder. The Quran says:

e dy b g W L i LS W M 59
[A¥ : cldi] giaski Giie 4 26Ty 4
“Whoever kills a-believer delibera‘tely, his reward is
Jahannarm (Hell where e shall remain forever, and
Allah shall-be angry with-him and shall cast curse
upon him, and He has prepared for him a mighty
pu.nishmérit ”
The Quran mentions in another verse:

e e i '{Js"r“g'!gr"'"*{“usd"d‘}
u‘ﬂ‘k{fwmu\}f&pJMJG‘ﬁmu’qu‘éu
qi_ﬁb.m lﬁsmrsutﬁuu“ l'..ﬁ;b-w,u,.r

[ry : swd] €54, 30

“For this reason, We decreed for the children of
Isra’il that whoever kills a person not in retaliation for a
person killed, nor {as a punishment) for spreading
disorder on the earth, is as if he has killed the whole of
humankind, and whoever saves the life of a person is .
as if he has saved the life of the whole of humankind,



Certainly, Our messengers have come to them with
clear signs. Then, after all that, many of them are there
to commit excesses on the earth.”

Allah Ta'ala has also mentioned:

iy6 5 of ) J.bt;lu‘.?.‘;, oShrgh 18 6 1 07 il @
Jaig L) t..,'-”.'('m: iy B;‘,’S’_i:f P \i‘,','szf?.myba
i A o wd 8y 8 el L Gl Wi
[r«.va: ]
*0 you who believe, do not devour each other’s
property by false means, unless it is trade conducted
with your mutual consent. Do not kill yourselves.
Indeed, Aliah "has been Very-Merciful to you.[29]
Whoever does that out of aggression and injustice, We
shall cast him into the Fire. This is an easy thing for
Allah. {30]"

“Do not kill yourselves,” here means that you
should not commit suicide and it also means that you
should not kill each other. The Imam of the Mufas-
sireen, Allamah Tabari J & «~,, writes in the commen-
tary of this verse:

L oSy by 3 g Sl 1900 ¥y 20560 Jr Sk g
Jb‘ o3 Jr Jl’l-. A=l g ap} Bty B gbay dumty b1 J.h‘ f"t’
o W 3 %A e P Jary . am o pan gl )
o 8 Barty &y M S gy B O 3] a2 it e

(Jﬂ.i!l Mibro e oz 4J,$I‘JI~M .'k“-‘l’l il

“The meaning of *Do not kill yourselves,” is that
you should not kill each other as you are of one nation,
with a single call and religion. Allah Ta’ala Has in this
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way rendered all Muslims to be a part of each other
and Has declared any person who kills a Muslim to be
as if he has taken his own life. This is because, the
murderer and murdered actually [ought to be] united
against those who are opposed to their religion.”

The Quran also mentions:

Cﬁé-liih,).h.‘_}dl;-) QU!&;?}thu.ﬂH,uN,)
[Py : oY) )yl 06 OL:ihqld 2 b Sty £y

- s

*Do not kiill any person, the life of whom is
sanctified by Allah, except for a just reason. And
whoever is killed unjustly, we have invested his heir
with authority (of equal retaliation}, but he must not
cross the limit in the matter of killing. Surely, he will be
helped.”

In another place, the Quran states whilst making
mention of the pious servants of Allah:

m il Y Q_h ) o,lia: 0y T L‘JI 0 ; a Ry ] d.uij}
'f',; niah & Gistas Gl gl el J..;g w2y 04 0y Gy
(34 ¢ A ;0] Ui b gy g
“..and those who do not invoke any other god
along with Allah, and do not kill a person whom Allah
has given sanctity, except rightfully, nor do they forni-
cate; and whoever does it, shall face the recompense of
his sin, [68] the punishment will be doubled for him,
and he will remain there disdained, for ever” {69].

In these two verses, not only has the Killing of a
Muslim been prohibited, taking any life that Allah
Ta’ala Has declared as sacred has been forbidden. Thus,
they include those non-Muslims with whom the Muslims
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have entered into an agreement to grant protection to

their life and property.

Allah Ta’ala has specifically mentioned the Bani
[sraeel’s killing each other when mentioning their other
evil deeds:

e Wil D 8y ;.é';r.; ois F.Q\..,‘ vl 3y
oSl b ik sijh ot o CRPATRE (Rt ‘.fJba
€055 oify e Ot Lasle G (R ) 0 5

[As At 23,40

“When We tock a pledge from you: “You shall not
shed the blood of one another, and you shall not drive
one another cut of your homes.” Then you agreed,
being yourselves the witnesses. [B4] Yet, here you are,
killing one another, and driving a group of your ‘own
people out of their homes, supporting each other
against them in sin and aggression ...I185]"

Then Allah Ta’ala mentions whilst enumerating the

major sins:

. o, Paf et 2
Ty 3w 8 T K 1 5 G T e )
ngJ.aJ UJ,.! ,,ﬁ,ju.mgu.-i PSQUJ 1))..‘5 UJ ‘d'l.:.."r"
@gﬁ;iﬁ1,}~g‘wﬁn,wu3;,hug@;@buyi,m

- » LAy
[Voy : awiy] Qoy.au,.(.\.sq,s' ) o503

“Say {O Prophet to the infidels), “Come, and I shall
recite what your Lord has prohibited for you: Do not
associate anything with Him (as His partner); and be
good to parenits, and de not kil your children because
of poverty—We will give provision to you, and to them
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as well—and do not go near shameful acts, whether

they are open or secret; and do not Kill a person whom
Ailah has given sanctity, except rightfully. This He has
enjoined upon you, so that you may understand.”
The Noble Prophet 4l y +le & ol has also very empha-
tically, warned the Ummah against such civil strife.

Forty Ahadith Regarding Unjust Killing

Hereunder are {forty Ahadith of Rasulullah «ls & e
s in which he .y 4l & s~ has pronounced severe
warnings against unjust killing and has urged the
Muslims to refrain from this grave sin.

(1) The extraordinary sermon that Rasulullah & P
ri- sy 4l delivered on the oceasion of the farewell
pilgrimage serves as an eternal guide for the Ummah.
In this sermon, he placed the greatest emphasis upon
forbidding the Muslims from shedding each other’s
blood. Nabi i.J« yade s mentioned:

P WSolply 3 aniy a2 JB "eSHipaly Sy OPT
Oyiliay 1n oS3 3 Vs ol J Un oKy oS (e
S Y g U e e 7 U @SSl oSl oS0
0550 aily o g Jald IR satedh Al ¥ ey O (Siam
ip ol o) "y Ja N 0§t e o 6
DY pdens ey Rt 10 D EE 0T Cado g 13 1 Do i

(@B 13 15 4 iy €70 Y Lyt (et

*Your blood, wealth and {according to Muhammad
bin Seereen’s & 4~ ; narration} dignity are just as
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sacred for each other, as is this month in this city
(Makkah) and on this day [Eidul Adh-ha). You will all
meet your Lord and He will question you regarding
your actions. Therefore, do not turn back as
disbelievers or misguided ones, in that you strike off
each others' necks. Behold! Let those who are present
convey this message to those who are absent, as it is
possible that those who are conveyed this message
preserve it more than the one who listened to it.”
Thereafter, Nabi ohuj b &l e mentioned: “Behold!
Have I conveyed the message?”

The meaning of, “do not turn back as disbelievers
or misguided ones, in that you strike off each others’
necks” is that killing each other is actually the practice
of the disbelievers and the misguided. It may also mean
that you should not justify killing each other by calling
each other disbelievers or rendering each other as mis-
guided. (Fathul Baari, The Book of Diyaat, v 12, pg 194).

(2) Hazrat Anas s At 2, narrates that the

Noble Prophet ol +le & sbe mentioned:
o) " osf APy U B By i (B iy B 2 S ST
(TAY Y Suio "alal 2" JUs it J B oo ol A8 s ot

“The gravest of the major sins are: associating
partners with Allah, killing a person, dizobeying the
parents and lying.”

{3) Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas'ood <= Jw & g
narrates that the Holy Prophet .l <le it - mentioned:

S iy B g ol et
(i f Sl u.j)‘ﬂ'. ity “5)1,'.41 o)
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“To revile a Muslim is a sinful act and to fight to
kill him is Kufr.”
{4) Hazrat Abu-Hurayrah «s l\w & s, narrates that
the Holy Prophet ,L.; <l &t o mentioned:

S0 O SEA Loy 10 J gy by cfd = N 1 gt
it Jo JST5 (b VL P I it g iy il
Sota gl SR Stadt Dby i Poes Lty P ST

RAARCTLRTATY [REL P Ty V)

“Abstain from the seven destructive traits.”
Someone asked, “O, Messenger of Allah, what are those
traits?” The Prophet ooy 4ls a 4 replied, “Associating
partners with Allah, practising magic, taking a life that
Allah Has declared as sacred without justification,
misappropriating the wealth of the orphan, consuming
interest, retreating in battle and (falsely. Translator]
accuwsing the naive and chaste Muslim women.”

(5) Hazrat Abu Bakrah «s jw & ,», narrates that
the Holy Prophet oLy «is & S mentioned:

gzl S “ it § Jgilty PUEY bagirmn Slakedt 1 13)7
Sarle J8 Ao Lay e O 6] 1 JU SRl U W e 1
(VY Sade OBY S (5 bt )

“When two Muslims come in front of each other
with their swoerds, then both the one who kills and the
one killed will be in the Fire of Hell.” Hazrat Abu
Bakrah e Jws & &= mentions, “1 said, “O, Messenger
of Allah. The killer's (situation} is understandable, but
why will the one killed go to the fire of Hell?” The
Prophet 4l s «s & Ls replied, “He was bent on killing
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his opponent.”
In Sahih Muslim the following words of this Hadith
have been narrated:

i B Lo Legh A W Jo Bl 2 Ol By

Gl AT phs s Slad WS Lrle Wari 3 1y
(YYAY Sl lagpibennt Oladand! dd 9 131 Y Aol bt 00
*When two Muslims take up arms against each

other, they are on the edge of the Fire of Hell. Then

when one Kkills the other, they both enter it.”

(6) Hazrat Abdullah bin ‘Umar bge W &l 2
narrates that the Holy Prophet L. ale hel <~ mentioned:

) .“m, W ety flo o o lnd 3 et Jip
(VATY Ll gl L gyt

“Opportunity for forgiveness of a believer in
matters of his Deen remains until he impermissibly
sheds the blood of a person.”

This means that the possibility of forgiveness after
unjustly shedding the blood of a person becomes very
slight. (Fathul Bari v12 pgl88)

(7) Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar lWgs &l S
reports this Hadith as well:

sl s r.uijb't,h ugd G ._,..,u CM“:,\& J.r &.”
(WAVE Syt

“One who picks up a weapon against us (Muslims)
is not of us.”
(8) Hazrat Abdullah bin ‘Umar Les JWw it ),
therefore mentions: '
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p1A i g i @l L Y G e by o O
(LAY Code (bt QIS (8 ot mueap) “Ldd iy
“Impermissibly shedding sacred blood is from
among those dilemmas that one gets himself into
without there being any way out.”

In other words, after unjustly killing a person it is
very difficult to be forgiven as this sin is related to the
rights of people and such sins are not forgiven by
repentance only until the wronged person is asked for
forgiveness. In this situation, there is no way to ask
forgiveness from the person who has been killed.

(9) Hazrat Abdullah bin Masud <= Ji & -, states
that the Holy Prophet ol s «le & L» mentioned:

ol 1 J gy ol SN AN O 2t phems 15,01 3 Y
Jdslamll .ﬂ)l.‘.j\ I...!JJ JJ\.&MJ nuU‘l ‘,..;JIJ‘U-‘.‘JL! J-.l'-'.“ SN
(VAYA Calom LT ™ g tG)UI..J'I pous)

“The blood of a Muslim who testifies that there is
none other worthy of worship besides Allah and that I
am the Messenger of Allah is not Halal except in three
situations: his life is taken in lieu of a life that he had
taken; he commits adultery despite being married; he
disaffiliates from the Muslim community by renouncing
his Deen.”
(10) Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbaas legs Jls & o
narrates that the Holy Prophet ,l.- PR P S
- mentioned:

Bs WY G damy o S ke AW FARN TR ‘_,aa.,l."-
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W sy hes i) G ok L e e gddau
(VAAY S st s

“Allah Ta'ala detests three people the most. a
person who engages in irreligiousness in the Haram; a
person who desires to initiate a practice of Jahiliyyah in
Islam; and one who is in pursuit of unjustly shedding
the blood of & person.”

{11} Hazrat Jundub bin Abdullah <= i i )
narrates that the Noble Prophet ‘.L 3 e Qta &l e
mentioned:

i B h g3 r IS NG 2kt (e A Ul O g st
Sl e B 58 G o S @GN S (gl po)
AT

“If a peraon is just able to not let a handful of blood
that he shed of a person become an obstacle between
him and Paradise, he should.”

The meaning of this Hadith is that even a little bit
of a person’s blood that one sheds will become an
obstacle from him going into Paradise. Therefore, he
should at least save himself from this impediment
between him and entering into Paradise.

(12) Hazrat Abdullah bin Amr Lge J & &,
narrates that the Holy Prophet rj"‘ 1 ade Y P
mentioned:

St oy S o A i O gl G 1y 0

(@Al §13 1l FRAY Syl it S Flandt iy
*The destruction of the entire world is less
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significant than killing a Muslim in the eyes of Allah.”
(13) Hazrat Ubadah bin Samites W & > narrates
that the Holy Prophet oluy 4l & e mentioned:

PR TR TR FPRR 8- RN R R E
(@At 313l YV S (A S (390

“Whoever becomes pleased after killing a Musiim,
Allah Ta’ala will neither Accept his repentance and nor
any ransom.” {(Another possible translation is, “Allah
Ta’ala will neither Accept his optional worship and nor
his obligatory worship.”)

\‘(14) Hazrat Abdullah bin Amr Lgs W & s, states:

bl 0 J g 1aSSy O gy ol 3 48 0 (oo i1 gy ly”
0t e i sty | e Ghely clalisl W tils) Cubly
V4 ol Ofy aeay Jb = Sl d s Gl il L

(BT 3l ALY Ll (R gl Al i) " g

“I saw the Messenger of Allah Ju; «ls W I
performing Tawaf of the Ka’bah and’ (addressing the
Kabah) saying, “How pure you are, and how sweet is
your _ fragrance! How great you are, and how great is
your sacredness! By the Being in whose control is the
soul of Muhammad (,-I- 3l & ) , the sanctity of a
believer, of his wealth, of his blood and of the fact that
we should not think except good of him is even greater
than your sanctity in the eyes of Allah.”

Some experts have rendered one of rhe narrators of
this Hacdith to be Da'’if, whilst Ibn Hioban (RA} has
regarded the same mnarrator as Thigah. (Misbahuz
Zujajah 4/164) However, narrations of similar meaning
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have becrn narrated by Hazrat Abdullah bin' Abbas,
Hazrat Jabir and Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar jl & =3

~+¢ through different chains of narrators. (Shu’abul
Iman, Bayhaqi, Hadith 6706 and 4014, Mu’jamul Kabir,
Tabrani, 10966, Mu’jam Awsat 5719, Majma'uz Zawaid
vl pg255). The scholars have therefore regarded this
Hadith as acceptable. (Faydhut Qadir v 5 pg 366)

(15) Hazrat Ubadah bin Samit <+ M g+ narrates
that the Noble Prophet (.J.- 3 wle & s mentioned:

JB 4 e e e Y el p o OF Bl s (33 ST
Rl S Wl P aak) SR g Gy Menss L g
Gl QST 13 10 (Y Y YAA Ludomionebad) sbad o L
“There can be hope that Allah Ta'ala may Forgive
every sin on the Day of Judgement, except for a person
who dies as a polytheist or who has killed a believer
intentionally.”
(16} Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbas lLugs Jw & >,
narrates that on one occasion the Noble Prophet &y i
‘,,_L. 3 4dementioned: '

26 Yo Bt gl s J& o Vgmeznt o 81y slodt JaT 01 4
gl o sl g gl Jioy diryg Gl oty Tl Yy
SR ST ) aagy S Adady Dl b Ay e

YY) Cado (nakud! slad Ae >

“if the dwellers of the heaven and earth gather
together to kill a single Muslim, Allah will Punish all of
them without any [concern for. Translator] numbers
and reckoning.”
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(17) It has been narrated from Hazrat Abdullah bin
Umar lgs Jiw & 5, that the Holy Prophet ol & o
3 mentioned:

Syt 3 P Dy G JpAY dadd e 4L e B 2 13"

P Aty gty oralt Jry dlayy TP gl plh 6y

(VYT f Cadr Cpaddt clis b Y ot

“When a person goes to somebody and kills him,

the one killed will be in Paradise and the killer will be
in the Fire of Hell.” '

Imam Abu Dawud has narrated this Hadith with
the following addition in the beginning: “Hazrat Abdur
Rahman bin Samurah (RA) mentions that 1 was walking
with Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar \ags W &1 5, holding
his hand on a street of Madinah when we came across

the severed head of a person suspended upon
something. Upon "seeing this, Hazrat Abdullah bin
Umar ‘wgsr &l < mentioned, “The killer of this
person is wretched,” and then he related the above
Hadith. (Abu Dawud, The Book of Fitan, Hadith 4260)

A ‘person asked Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbaas
regarding whether the repentance of one who has
committed murder will be accepted or not. He remarked
in astonishment, “What are you saying?” The person
repeated the question to which Hazrat replied in the
same manner, and then he related the following Hadith:

aoly o Sl gU 1 gl gl 4le B o (oS o
4 b g W gl s N WL A L ey sud
ORI TRV € JFVE JNPERRIN U I PS U PF-X IR
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el Jury sy daa gV 3 gt 0y, S UL 4y
YT gt g3 o b (Al D7 =iy 1 k)
“I heard your Nabi P'I“ 3ol &t e mentioning, “The
person killed (in the world) will come whilst suspending
his head in one hand with blood gushing from his veins,
and dragging his killer by the throat with the other
hand, until he brings him to the Throne {of Allah Ta'ala)
where he will say to the Lord of the worlds, “He killed
me.” Allah Ta'ala will address the killer and say, “Woe
unto you,” and then he will be taken to the fire of Hell.”
(18) Hazrat Abu Hurayrah «e i & &~ harrates
that the Holy Prophet o s «le & e mentioned:

WU Ay aak) gt olgy e de by e o PN ol 7
(YYYAY Sado cnal i ol o iy (R
“A Killer is not a believer at the time of killing.”

(19) Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbaas legs JW & o)
narrates that the Holy Prophet olw, <l & e mentioned:

D S Al py sl RSy ph e g3 S "
6 5P adn M o 1 des ady (ai el oty L Ay e et
peky D ey By sl tJUy Ol o aBlyy Loty

(VYP Y — kil sban & O (Rl ST ity M

“Whoever takes part in shedding the blood of a
person unlawfully, by even uttering a single word, he
will come on the Day of Qiyamah with the words,
“Despondent from the mercy of Allah” written on his
forchead.”

(20) Hazrat Marthad bin Abdillah « Jw & >,
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narrates that the Holy Prophet ..l- 5 e a) o was asked
regarding the ruling of a person who orders someone to
kill somebody, upon which the Holy Prophet W & P
b s 413 4le mentioned:

Sy g JUB g O gey Dad MR g paems S o
L'.(J, AW gy o) o dat pd c_.n.di Jiry Al 3 A aly,
CIVRLE S PG W Jd‘ ‘_,n,' Yy Gl S s.li'l}jh c..‘) U“*"
(YYTY.
“If the Fire is divided into seventy parts then sixty
nine will be for the one who ordered and one will be for
the killer, and this will be sufficient for him.”
~ {21) Hazrat Abu al-Darda « JWw & >, narrates
that the Holy Prophet rI" 3 4le an we mentioned:

G b Wb e oy sl i Bl ey Jplly Bl g3
TTIANIC I RUINFERVE o Ln.‘.g.h_‘.l .I:-H ANTY d:l{ -y & d}i,‘

oo Pl G ST 1 aady OB oS Ay ) palt
OTPYY yar Ul Jd

“The killer and the one killed will be brought on the
Day of Resurruction and the one killed wiil say, O My
Lord, ask hini1 why he killed me.” The killer will say, “He
(indicating towards a third person) ordered me.” Then
both of them will be taken by their hands and thrown
into the Fire.”

(22) Hazrat Iyadh Ansari «= (W i g~ narrates that
the Holy Prophet ‘..I.»} ATy e Jls & s mentioned:

oAl )y O Al e B A B e A DYy Wy Y O
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e o rly 0 Cade LIS WD ey Ll U 1 ol Bale W
b A O D) Oy ge dlryy P50 0lgy Memod 112 A1
Ul WY S g k) 3 grs o ) A o
(oo g:..gdrcdh_, sjll p rﬁ
“The sentence, A Y 4 Y, is much respected in the
eyes of Allah Ta’ala and it enjoys an elevated status by
Allah. It is a sentence which if a person says with
sincerity, Allah Ta’ala will cause him to enter Jannah
by virtue of it; and if a person says it untruthfully, it
will render his blood sacred (in this world) and it will
protect his wealth, Then when he meets Allah Ta’ala
tomorrow, He will take account {of his falsehood}.”
(23) Hazrat Abu al-Darda «s Jw & ., narrates
that the Holy Prophet s &le & s~ mentioned:
W W3 ileel 130 (Ul LS ot flo Ul (Eiad ot J15Y"
(AYY dute (G S 3515 gt oy ok
“A Mushim continues to head righteously without
burden {on the road towards Jannah) until he gets
involved in shedding sanctified blood. When he gets
himself involved in shedding sanctified blood, he gets
stuck.”
(24) Hazrat Anas « W & s~ narrates that the
Holy Prophet ,.l.— 34l & - mentioned:

) Bl ey b Ry padlt S Jag oF B
PRAAY Sodr (otadll S (Juwliy JY i 3 Jlealt
W N Les jo 1 b
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“Aliah has refused to accept the repentance of the
killer of a believer,” ' '
(25} Hazrat Abu Hurayrah «s JWw & >, narrates
that the Holy Prophet ,.ld 2 ale & s mentioned:

i o DI Uiy asdy g acals STHN O Bpas «;—EJ! Sl e

(VY0 Sudr cilally A S s sy Lasly

“Whoever points towards his brother with a

weapon, the angels curse him until he stops (pointing),
even though he be his blood brother.”

(26) Hazrat Abu Bakrah «s Jw & 2. narrates that
the Holy Prophet P‘L‘J ale Jas K s mentioned:

M@rwm&wa\ywvmgi&rulﬁm

S Sy S e 3 St 8 A58 at e gt ae
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“When a Muslim picks up a weapon against his

brother, the angels of Allah continue to curse him until
he moves the weapon away from him.”

(27) Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas'ood e i & s,
narrates that the Holy Pro_phet o e & e mentioned:
l&jﬁ‘.“.t.!'ls «$ yord! ) Celedly u—ll.'.h M gl L JJE"

(VOTY Lyt
“The cases which will be decided first (on the Day
of Resurrection) will be the cases of blood-shedding.”
(28) Hazrat ‘Abdullah bin Umar Lys Jw & o,
narrates that the Holy Prophet pu s «le &' s mentioned:

i-liu.’.ﬁ:JGJE:@‘&&Mi&Aéw?Qg!ﬁi@ﬁk
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“Hell has seven doors of which one is for those who
unsheathe the sword against my Ummah.”
(29) Hazrat Aisha Y4+ Jw 4t &, narrates that the
Holy Prophet ol «le Jwi &1 o mentioned:
01,)) Ay 3 A8 4z Qﬁ o_\.-..L..M o dod J! FETAT ) )Lbf ‘_-_,o'
Que Sty Lia 1O AT Al JW s A5 gkt (§ oS
M b YN Sode il o3y el % g et b2 s
(Ayadall ;...-S.h
“Whoever points a weapon. towards any Muslim
with the intention of killing him, {shedding) his (the
person pointing) blood becomes permissible.” *
(30) Hazrat Ugbah bin Maiik «¢ M & .», narrates
that the Holy Prophet ol s «l= g s mentioned:
(g Gl iy T 0 BN g B el Je gf D p
(Rl CaSIH 413 AR Yyl ¢ gl LS
“Alleh Ta’'ala has thrice declined my (i.e. request to

forgive, Translator) the one who has killed a Muslim.”
{31) Hazrat Abu Musa Ash’ari ws M i 2, narrates

T d(AEN o3y AY o Nz ddh ad f it ary ol LSl JU°
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that the Holy Prophet ‘—LJ e Bt o mentioned:
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“Iblees sends out his forces in the morning and
says, “l wilt crown whoever misleads a Muslim today.”

Then one {devil} of them comes and says, “I
persisted with so and so until he disobeyed his father,”
upon which Iblees says, “it is not unlikely that he will
begin treating them well again.”

Another (devil) says, “lI persisted with so and so
until he divorced his wife.” Iblees says, “It is not
unlikely that he marries.”

Another (devil) says, “I persisted with so and so
until he committed Shirk (associating partners with
Allah Ta’aala),” upon which Iblees says, “Yes, you {have
done very good work.)” )

Then one (devil} says, “l persisted with so and so
until he killed someone,” upon which Iblees says, “You
(have done the best),” and he then crowns him.”

Imam Abu Nu’aym {RA) has also narrated this
Hadith in Hilyatul Awliya with the following addition at
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the juncture of the devil who caused murder informing
Iblees of his accomplishment:

Wrd Gt U Uk b 0P ) AN ik B pead”
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“He (Iblees) screams (out of happiness) so loudly

that the Jinnaat {devils) gather around him and say, “O
our master, what has made you so happy?” He says,
“So and so {devil) told me that he persisted with a man
from the children of Adam until he killed a person and
thus entered the Fire of Hell,” He rewards this devil by
bestowing such honour upon him the like of which he
does not bestow upon anyone-in his forces and then he
calls for the crown which he places on his head and
appoints him as their (the devils’) leader.”
 (32) Hazrat Abdullah bin Amr legs Jw & )
narrates that the Holy Prophet rL, e Qe & P
mentioned:

g3 A g B gl e 3 gD e B e U st o
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“The person who is the most rebellious towards
Allah Ta’ala is he who Kills someocne in the Haram, or he



27

who kills one who has not {attempted) to kill him, or he
who kills on the basis of the enmities of Jaahiliyyah.”
(33) Hazrat Abu Hurayrah «s j & %, narrates
that the Holy Prophet ol w.ls & e mentioned:
oh 3 ke Ny g e A DR T b e
"G ph Yl U pdaddy Bl 08 ol G I g A o e e ok
(AYTY S 48 W05 ) g0y B o0 g i f A3+ S
“There are five things for which there is no
compensation: associating partners with Allah Ta'ala;
unjustly killing a person; looting a believer; {leeing
away on the day of Jihad; and taking a false cath to
usurp someone’s wealth unrightfully.”

(34) Hazrat Abdullah bin Amr Lge JW & o5,
narrates that the Holy Prophet ol s «1» &l s mentioned:
AUSH ity et gl o e 1yl 15 1yl
Jeby iy 8,y pl g Bgde els B Wl T o s o
JShy e ey it J STy Sladt DBy mddt
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“Accept glad tidings! Accept glad tidings! Accept

glad tidings! Whoever performs the five Salahs and

refrains from the seven major sins, will enter from

whichever door of Jannah he wishes: disobedience of

the parents; associating partners with Allah Ta'ala;

killing a person; ({falsely) accusing chaste women;
fleeing away from war; and consuming interest.”

(35) Amr bin al Hamiq {RA) narrates, that the Holy
Prophet ol s 4l JWi & e mentioned:
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“Whoever grants a person safety with regards to
his life and still kills him, then I am free from the killer

even though the one killed is a disbeliever.”
Imam Hakim has narrated this Hadith in the

following words:
PR ORI NIRRT I S N N LY R N
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“When a person is at ease with regards to another
person, and he still kills him despite (the one killed}

being at ease with regards to (the killer), a flag of
deception will be hoisted for (the killer) on the Day of

Resurrection.”

(36) Hazrat Aisha L= W & 2 narrates that the
following note was found in the sheath of the Holy
Prophet’s oy 4le [l & s sword:

Jrog Al b B oy sl pb e ) e A a0
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“The most rebellious of all people is he who beats
one who has not hit him, and he who kills one who has

not attempted to kill him, and one who attributes
himself to a family that he is not from. So whoever does
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these actions has rejected Allah and His Messenger;
neither will any obligatory worship be accepted from
him and nor any optional worship.”

(37} Hazrat Abu Hurayrah « j &l s, harrates
that the Holy Prophet i 4le (i & Lo mentioned the
following sentence thrice:

"W et JI 3 Y g Y

“There is not that much of constriction in any

action (in that there be no hope for its forgiveness)

besides killing a Muslim (as its forgiveness is very
difficult)”

After narrating this Hadith Hazrat Ali's < Jls St o)
son, Muhammad bin al Hanafiyyah mentions:

hines) "4k o W1 ylahs Siea £ fory Y1 g gal ot OF
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“If all the people submit to me besides one person
without whom my rule cannot remain, I will not kill

him.”
(38} Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiq <+ JWw & 7, narrates

that the Holy Prophet 4l «l¢ & Lo mentioned:
b A ed sage § 1y 5 WD B A3 g ol o "
Pl G DS e ol oy Ay e U 3 0K g &
Slw] b S pe el JB FRED (g o it Dad O ekl
e Loy pSI G i a1y L phadae @l Y} OW Wl
(a il 313:5 VAV 0 £ ol 1 Pl
“Whoever performs the morning Salah is in the
respensibility of Allah Ta'ala. So do not disrespect the
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responsibility of Allah. Thus, whoever Kills him, (i.e. the
one who has performed the Fajr Salah. Translator)
Allah Ta’ala will seek him out until he threws him face
first into the Fire.”
(39) Hazrat Abu Sa’eed «¢ Ji &l >, narrates that
the Holy Prophet ,.i«; ohe Lo & ke mentioned:
7o Ot b g3 gl Sy IS i pp U o0 g g AT
ISy T U e e 6 ol ) D 4 oIS LS U s
B e B O B R
Syt otgy e d H”-“J H,LP Sehed deg Ay e Wlarwat
driy w3 gty oo Jar gy gl Ay & Baal
Ja lhe ST g aat) el Sl dlry ()t sb)
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‘A neck will appear from Hell on the Day of
Resurrection, and it will talk with a swift moving
tongue. It will have two eyes with which it will see and
a tongue with which it will speak and say:
“T have been deployed upon every person whe has made
another deity besides Allah and who is an obstinate
oppressor and who has taken the life of a person not in
lieu of another life.” Then it will take away all such
people five hundred years before everyboedy else and it
will throw them into Hell.”
(40) Hazrat Sunabih bin a! Aasar «+ W ! 2
narrates that the Holy Prophet rJ.~ 5 oade Jlu e
mentioned:

S fkmin W gt WS M iy it e oS Ul
G G o A Ly AAYA Gy POyt M ar s
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“l am your forerunner at the pond [of Kawthar],
and through you I will like to see my Ummah meore in
number than other nations, therefore do not kill each
other after me.”
This Hadith has also been narrated by Hazrat
Abduliah bin Mas'ud «s i & ).
YEY -V kb Ve Gy A8~V gighlt ax 2

(YY1 -2 Sl iy

Many of the above mentioned forty Ahadith have
condemned and pronounced warnings against taking
the life of not only a Muslim, rather they have
condemned unjustly taking the life of any human being,
whether Muslim or non-Muslim. The Holy Prophet l-
F.’L.ﬂl. ke ol has especially pronounced very grave
warnings against killing those non-Muslims who reside
peacefully under an agreement of protection in a
Muslim country. Hazrat Abdullah bin Amr «e s & o,
narrates that the Holy Prophet Sallallhu alayhi
wasallam mentioned;

il B o A gy gy Oy A Bl 7 M ]
(YA St &t LS (gl oee) ele
“Whoever kills such a non-Muslim with whom

there is an agreement (i.e. of protection. Translator) will
not smell the fragrance of Paradise, whereas its
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fragrance can be smelt from a distance of forty years.”
Hazrat Jundub bin‘Abdillah (4\.-.9 Jduw &l .2)) narrates
that the Holy Prophet ., +ls i dt - mentioned:
Uk oy eens eslr gy e G b g
oo U (DLl ST Wy aaty B Wy da )ity n S
(YoVot lirtan |
“Whoever disrespects the protection I have granted

to a non-Muslim, [ will be his enemy, and one whose
enemy I become, I will defeat him.”

Hazrat Umar Farooq «s Jjw & . left many advices
for his successor after being fatally wounded. One of
them was:
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« “l emphasise. upon him to appreciate the
responsibility of the non-Muslims that Allah and His
Messenger have acceptt':d, in that the agreement made
with them should be fulfilled and that war should be

waged. to defend them and that they should not be
burdened except with what they can bear.”

The Emphasis placed upon Abstaining from
Civil Strife

The above-mentioned quotations of the Quran and
Sunnah have very explicitly described how serious the
crime of unjustly taking the life of a human being is in
the eyes of Allah Ta’ala and His Messenger «ls (s & P
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r'L‘ s+ . Thus, the Quran and Sunnah are replete with the
concern regarding Muslims not fighting amongst

themselves. Civil strife normally occurs when the people
have grievances with the government of the time. The
Holy Prophet c‘j"‘f e Sl = has, therefore, firstly
directed the respconsible people of the government to be
just and to work for the welfare of the masses according
to the directives of the Shariah.

Instructions for Rulers

Hazrat Ma'qil bin Yasar «s Juw &l &~ narrates that
the Holy Prophet b «le jlw & JL-mentioned:
,“iJrlI:dI}J.ﬁgwMLehéHii,ﬁ)&\qHJ,ﬁyh'
CALRUNE SFCs, (PUE-gp e WAV
“Any servant whom Allah makes a guardian/ ruler
of the masses and {who) then does not care for their

well-being will ot smell the fragrance of Paradise.”
The Holy Prophet ke g ade Jlas S s~ also mentioned:
B p B b P gay Dged udedl o B8y b iy e’
(VY)Y dudr laply "Rt ade
“Any ruler who assumes responsibility of the
affairs of the general Muslims and then divs in the
condition that he is not fulfilling their rights, Allah will
make Paradise forbidden upon him.”
Hazrat Umar bin Khattab «= W &l &~ mentions:
S O D LLE! gy o8 s BV 1 OF 1 gy B gy s )
Olfngw@rg,g@djuﬁw_,botfwcﬁﬂ
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“I heard the Messenger of Allah P'I"J oo &t P
mentioning: “The rulers will be brought on the Day of

Resurrection and they will stand on the bridge of Hell.
Whoever was obedient to Allah, Allah will Take him and
Save him from Hell with His right hand, and whoever
was disobedient to Allah, the bridge will turn and take
him into a valley of raging fire.” Then Hazrat Umar sent
a message to Hazrat Salman (RA} and Hazrat Abu Zarr
(RA) and asked Hazrat Abu Zarr, “Did you hear this
Hadith from the Messenger of Allah FJ:-, ale a T
Hazrat Abu Zarr replied, “Yes, by Allahl”
Hazrat Abu Hurayrah «e i s~ narrates that the
Holy Prophet (-L-) e & e mentioned:
0P ey @i kn ol O A iy Gl g o U R playt 7
dadl ST Gt ey M y3g ade OB 6 il Oy 1ef
(EY o) Sudr ade g bag pN £ L 55
“A ruler is a shield behind which war is waged
and by which safety is provided. Thus, if he rules with
piety and justice, he will receive a great reward, and if

he rules in any other way, upon him will be the

burden of sin.”
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Conduct with Evil Rulers

The Holy Prophet vy «le & e has taught us that
when oppressive and evil rulers seize control, they
should not be supported in their evil doings and
peaceful efforts should be made to bring them onto the
right path. Hazrat Kab bin Ujrah «s Jw & o,
mentions:

N e oy e g ke b o B gy ke g
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(Flmdl ) e gl e 3y ghy e Uiy ga agh pgelb o
(FYVY Lo (bl de Ll Ol o e B 673 lagdt ot
“The Messenger of Allah pbuy e & e came out to
us whilst we were mnine (altogether. Translator) and
menticned: “There will be such rulers after me that
whoever will assert their falsehood and help them in
their oppression is not mine and [ am not his and he
will not be able to come to me at the Pond (of Kawthar).
And whoever will not assert their falsehood and will not
assist them in their oppression is mine and I am his
and he will come to me at the Pond {of Kawthar).”

Hazrat Abu Saeed Khudri «= W & s~ harrates

that the Holy Prophet oy <l 3 s mentioned:

0 ol dithy Oty & IS Y| At o il Yy @ 0 B ey
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“Every Prophet that Allah Ta'ala has sent and every
Khalifa that He has appointed has two types of advisors:
those who enjoin them upon good and encourage them
towards it and those that enjoin them upon evil and
encourage them towards it, and only he is protected
whom Allah Ta'ala protects.”

Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar tegs W & &~ narrates
that the Holy Prophet ol s <l i e mentioned:

by b N B g el a1y TS T s R0 Ll s "
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“Whoever is in the presence of a ruler should speak

a good word or remain silent.”

Hazrat Abu Saeed Khudri «s Sl s narrates
that the Holy Prophet ol &ls & = mentioned:

3y gt pl U8 Tl Ot tie Jie RST st sl e 01
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“From the greatest forns of Jihad is that a just
word. be spoken before an oppressive ruler,” (This
Hadith has been narrated with variations in its wording

in Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah)

Hazrat Iyadh bin Ghanm «e j & >, narrates that
the Holy Prophet r.I.-, ol s mentioned:
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“Whoever wishes to advise a person in authority
should not disgrace him publicly. Rather he should
take him by the hand in privacy. If he accepts, well and
good; if not, he has fulfilled the right that was due upon

him.
Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbaas lege JW & ey
narrates that the Holy Prophet 4l i &l - mentioned:
3 dhh gy o O 4y S5 01 o e 0 Ll p s £ Y e Y
oo QU nd e Dgeadly gy a8 s Y
(Gzedalt _ST1 Jls 2l VOVR oo
“Whoever is in a place where there is an
opportunity to speak a word of truth should definitely
speak, as this cannot bring forward his recorded time
of death and it cannot deprive him of the sustenance

that is meant for him.”
Hazrat Abu Saeed Khudri < JWw &l s, narrates

that the Holy Prophet ¢l 4.l & < mentioned:
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“No person should disgrace himself.” The
Companions asked, “How does one disgrace
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himself?"The Prophet f.i_.-} PP R . st replied, “He
witnesses an issue regarding which he should have

said something for the sake of Allah, but he does not
say it, and so he will meet Allah in the condition that
he would have wasted the opportunity. Allah Ta'ala will
ask him, “What stopped you (from speaking the truth)?”
He will say, “The fear of the people.” Allah Ta’ala will
say, “I was more deservmg of your fear.”

The Holy Prophet r..l.a dle Ul & << has, on the
other hand emphatically instructed the general masses
to obey such rulers as far as possible so long as they do
not demand the commission of sin. They should not
take up arms to seek their rights as this will lead to
civil strife and Muslims shedding the blood of each
other. In fact what is gauged . from the overall
temperament of the Quran and Sunnah is that the
most important of advantages have been sacrificed for
the sake of staying away from internal strife. The
following statements of the Holy Prophet ;-L,- ole ) le
are especially worthy of mention in this regard:

{1) Hazrat Ubadah bin Saamit «= Jw & =
mentions:

ady O ke ol b JUD slald ghuy ade il Joo gt UlSS”
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“The Prophet r'j"J e & e called us and took

bay’ah (a pledge) from us. The matters upon which hq
took a covenant from us were: that irrespective of
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whether we are in good conditions or adverse
conditions, whether we are in difficulty or ease and
whether we are being deprived of our rights, we will
listen to and obey the Ameer {rulen); and that we will
not challenge the authority of those in authority, until
you witness manifest disbelief regarding which you
have strong proof from Allah.”

(2) Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood «e & &~ narrates
that the Holy Prophet ,.L«J e & s~ mentioned:

Lt J gy 6 o0 L 21 g8 L0 g S 1y puly 30 oimg U g oSO8
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“You will see after me that others are being given
preference over you and matters that you will detest.”
The Companions asked, “So¢ what do you command us,
O Messenger of Allah.” He (.J—.a} e s~ mentioned,
“Fulfil their (the rulers’) rights and seek your rights
from Allah.”

(3} Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar lgs lw & s
narrates that the Holy Prophet 1._'1..,} el & e
mentioned:

ioth Wy asv YW Lang ol BB ians p j f L G dethlly aendt®
S abW sty aasdl QU g G sl )
(Yoo

“To listen to and obey (the Ameer} is rightful so
long as a persomn is not ordered to disobey Allah. Thus,
when an order is given to disobey Allah, then it is not

listened to and not obeyed.”
(4) Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbaas L Jw & o,
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narrates that the Holy Prophet r.1-- y ke S s mentioned:
chJU1w.lrfd.JMuL#}_n.uuﬂyi c;u.»
(0 pe) Tl s O Y ads Sld s Sl
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“Whoever dislikes something of his Ameer should
tolerate it, for whoever leaves accepting the authority of
the Ameer even to the extent of a hand’s length and
dies in such a condition will die a death of Jaahiliyvyah.”
(5) Hazrat Abu Hurayrah <= Jl ! w2, Narrates that
the Holy Prophet rJ“ 54k S &L mentioned:
J‘“’O“J alr dne Sl (i Fi&h}-l JJG}ELHI&-CJ:'- ‘}l"
C.J’.‘-'"}G"i o e maall A Al ek ek &)y o
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“Whoever came nut of the obedience of the Ameer
and separated Ifrom the {(majority of the) Muslim
community, and then died, died a death of Jaahilyyah,
and whoever was killed under a blind standard whilst
being angrv for the sake of patriotism and whilst
fighting for the sake of patriotism, is not from mvy
Ummah, and whoever comes out of my Ummah in
opposition to my Ummah in that he strikes its pious
and sinful, neither does he leave any believer and nor
does he fulfil the agreement {of protection. Translatoer)

given to the non-Muslims, then he has no relationship
with me.”
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(6) Hazrat Awf bin Malik Ashja'ee <& [l &t o,
narrates that the Messenger of Allah ., ol | & o

mentioned:
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“The best of your rulers are those whom you love
and who love you, and for whom you pray and who
pray for you. And the worst of your rulers are those
whom you detest and who detest you and whom you
curse and who curse you.” The Comparions asked, “O,
Messenger of Allah, at such an occasion shouldn’t we
cast them away with the sword?” {meaning, shouldn't
we revolt against them with arms?) He [I.L) e G e )
mentioned: “No, as long as they establish Salah
amongst you. No, as long as they established Salah
amongst you. When you see something of your rulers
that you dislike, then regard his action as bad but do
not withdraw a hand from obedience.”

The following words appear in another narration

this Hadith:
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“Remember! Whoever has a ruler, and he sees him
{the ruler] committing an act of disobedience to Allah,

of
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then he should regard what he is committing in
disobedience to Allah as bad, but he should not at all
withdraw a hand from obedience.”
(7) Hazrat Irbadh bin Sariyah <= lw & ey

mentions:
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“One day, after the morning Salah the Messenger

of Aliah (-3 < & s delivered before us such an
effective sermon, that eyes shed tears and hearts
became fearful due to it. So one person said, *This is
like the counsel of one who is bidding farewell, sc what
do you advise us, O Messenger of Allah?” He ( «l b1 e
rL«J] replied: “] advise you to centinue fearing Allah,
and I advise you to listen to and obey (your Ameer) even
though he be an Abyssinian slave , for those who will
remain alive from amongst vou will see many
differences; and continue to stay away from innovations
as they are misguidance. So whoever from amongst you
reaches {i.e. is alive in} such an era should hold

steadfastly onto my Sunnah and the Sunnah of my
rightly guided Caliphs. Hold onto it with your molars.”
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(8) Hazrat Mu’adh bin Jabal «s Jw & ) narrates
that the Holy Prophet vy 4le fls a s mentioned:

S O W s oo ST gy g0 8003 gAY 5 OF I
sl @oShe &S 4 BT S 1 S O i DUl
Oy ¢S phgerar 3P 03 Opals ¥ U gl O piads
e oS 10 aal A B Jgey b 0 WS il g gasabd
G Dp dd Je gy UL 1 g e e sl
l! War oy iy ,u':J:.H'I ol i Apnn g-j 1 R pIgPAIA
Ay Bhyy o pby Ol ot 4By slhae o o dly Sl oo pansy

(A10F Luds (WU ST (K an) OB

“Remember! The mill of Islam has begun turning,
so turn with the Book ({of Allah) wherever it goes.
Behold! A time will come when the Book (of Allah) and
government will separate, at such a time you do not
separate from the Book. Behold! Such rulers will come
upon you who will pass such verdicts for themselves
that they will not pass for you; if you disobey them,
they will kill you, and if you obey them they will lead
you astray.”

The Companions asked, “O Messenger of Allah,
what should we do then?” He (rl-— 3 e d ) replied,
“Duo as the companions of [sa the son of Maryam { «le
e did: they were sliced apart with saws and were
hung by (gallows of] wood. Giving one's life in the path
of Allah is better than living in His disobedience.”

(9) Hazrat Anas « & &, narrates that the Holy
Prophet oL ols Jli & Lo mentioned:
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They auly O 2 de WSk feasal 01y Lgably et
(V\f" [SNT ;f\s"ﬂ 1_1\.{ u_{)b’n,l'. c,_-‘h-ﬁ)

“Listen to and obey (your Ameer), even though

such an Abyssinian slave is appointed as a ruler upon
you whose head is like a raisin.”

(10) Hazrat Hudhayfah bin Yamaan «s Wi & s,
narrates that the Holy Prophet o3 <l b - mentioned:
\"&j poho s Gmt O g Ty 14 Oy pY ioil sy s'J}g.;"
a8 cdh 1 J8 L Oletr 3 oblatlh o s 3B
o By N ahiy ped 1 JB i3 <5 ol O pitl eyl
S (Bt s ¢ et ) .'cbij cc‘Li it ..L‘!;-i} A2

(EVEA

“There will be rulers after me who will not abide by

my teachings and will not follow my Sunnah, and there
will appear among them such men whose hearts will be
those of devils in the body of man.” Hazrat Huzayfah

we g s, said, “I asked, “OMessenger of Allah, what
should I do-if I reach such a time?” The Holy Prophet
r'j"J «le @ Lo mentioned: “Continue listening to and
obeying the Ameer, even though your back is struck
and your wealth is snatched, then too listen and obey.”

{11) Hazrat Arfajah «s (i & 2, narrates that the
Holy Prophet 4l ; +s & ks mentioned:

g2 bl ads Ll 374 OF a1y peb (g Sl 0)Sen I
@yl s’ (s ) SOET e W Candl 0 g pld (A

(EVallussm
“Truly, many bad things will happen, so whoever
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intends to cause dissention in this Ummah whilst it is

united, then strike him with the sword, no matter who
he is.”
(12) Hazrat Abu Saced Khudri < Jw & .,
narrates that the Holy Prophet 1..L-a 2 ate S e mentioned:

o8yl Ity ;‘..L.-n ) Clagis J:-Q'l 'n}lrjll g:.&,u- &y L3t"

(EVY Lol

“When the pledge [i.e of allegiance. Translator] is

taken from two caliphs, then kill the one who has taken
the pledge last.”

13) Hazrat Waail bin Hujr <& Jwi i s, states:
TN PP RP TR W NI P 't TSy N
lab Wi Uity ogis Ul sl Lo cal O cuiff & g
ORI I I I IO R ST L W R N L T
AT b pgde P Bl bt By e o sl o

Sk b ,S,Ls,

g e o dal Wi DL Wi A gl 0 S of Waey
B oo B ey JU b o e wrdond” JUy ale Sl
ek U WShey 1A b oggde B Lpably el Wy ade
Sail | gnie Sy 21 0N Aol @ DL LY kS ¢ et o)
(EVER 4 EVED

“Salama bin Yazid Al Ju’fi asked, “C Prophet of
Allah, please tell me, if such rulers gain authority over
us, who ask us for their rights but do not fulfil our
rights, then what do you command us?” The Holv

Prophet r..Lq e & s (did not give any answer and)
turned away. He then asked again upon which He i



46

,a-l-»-; NP turned away. He then asked for the second
or third time upon which Ash’ath bin Qays (RA) pulled
him (Yazid (RA)] towards himself and (the Holy Prophet
.Jw; e A s ) mentioned: “Listen and obey, for they
are answerable for what they have been charged with
and you are answerable for what you have been
charged with.”

14) Hazrat Ummu Salamah s Jw a 2, harrates
that the Holy Prophet ;..I.-J- ade i = mentioned:

o) Sy b oS b (0 SCiy 0 ped 6l WS ki 4
Sl Y11 g 198 By oy b g cple 1B S

(EYTE Syl 3yl S (pdoa free) gk LY t

“Truly some Ameers will be given authority over
you, and you will observe some of their matters as good
and some others as bad, so whoever regards what is
evil as evil will be absolved (from sin), and whoever
condemns [the evil} will remain safe; however [he will be
sinful who) is pleased with and fellows the evil.” The
Companions asked, “O Messenger of Allah, shouldn’
we fight them?” He ,.Lq e s~ replied, “No, as long
as they pray Salah.”

Qadhi Iyadh & «~, mentions in the commentary of
this Hadith, “as long as they pray Salah’ means ‘as long
as they remain on Islam’ and Salah {has been used) to
indicate towards it (Islam).”

Qadhi Iyadh has given this explanation in the light
of the Hadith narrated by Hazrat Ubadah bin Saamit
s s & s~ that has been quoted as Hadith number
one above.
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When the Truth is clear in Civil Strife

Under circumstances of civil strife between Muslims,
when the oppressor and oppressed are unambiguously
distinguishable, the explicit directive of the Quran is:

A Lo o g 1plal 1l Guld L 06 D1
Lok 0 A A1 B a8 Jogid gsl e
‘_,.h,..g...h .._..m i ul i,h....u, J.udl.. Gogins 1,’;..&;;&
w" ey W A B b
[V 4 o]
“If two groups of the believers fight each other,
seek reconciliation between them. And if one of them
commits aggression against the other, fight the one
that commits aggression umtil it comes back to Allah’s
command, Sc il it comes back, seek reconciliation
between them with fairmness, and maintain justice.
Surely Allah loves those who maintain justice. [9] All
believers are but brothers, therefore seek reconciliation
between your two brothers, and fear Allah, so that vou
may be blessed with mercy. [10]”

The emphasis in these verses is upon the fact that
every possible effort should be made te reconcile
between two quarrelling factions of Muslims. However,
if there is no doubt that one party is oppressing the
other, then we are ordered to assist the wronged party
by fighting against the oppressive one. The command
regarding fighting against those who revolt in Hadith
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numbers 11 and 12 above has been given in the light of

this verse.

‘Fitnah’ in which the Truth is vague

The Holy Prophet .Jn-} xle @ Lo has informed us in
many Ahadith that in times to come there will be
circumstances of civil strife amongst Muslims in which
it will not be clear as to which group is on the right-and
which s not, as each will present proofs in its own
favour, These Ahadith have termed such civil strife as
‘Fitnah’ and they provide detailed teachings of the Holy
Prophet ,..u- ade & = as to what the general Muslims
should do in such conditions. What they all place
emphasis on is that the general Muslims should be
kept away from such fighting. In other words, all
possible efforts of reconciliation should be made, but
neither of the rivalling factionis should be sided. Some
such Ahadith are being related hereunder:

(1) Hazrat Abu Hurayrah NPT =, narrates that the
Holy Prophet rl.q e G ke mentioned:

TR C VI R PR - S PR IRTLF I TRy Cy
Yob dr g g M 2d B DTN g LY o g 2
Cudr (AR Syt e ) e dagdd 13 gi Dk
(F 8 Vet B ATy VAN

“There will be such finahs, in which the one sitting

will be better than the one standing, and the one

standing will be better than the one walking, and the
one walking will be better than the ane running.
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Whoever will go to see these fitnahs, they will snatch
him away. So whoever finds a place of refuge from them,

should take refuge in it.*

The meaning of the one sitting being better than the
one standing is that the further away one stays from such
fitnabs and the lesser his practica! involvement in them,
the better. Moreover, there is danger that the one going
there as a mere spectator may also get involved in them.

(2) Hazrat Abu Hurayrah «e & =, narrates that the
Holy Prophet ‘,_L, s ale B e mentioned:

B0y & et b e shas 1S slew Db O So”

S Rl DT ghs g ey LAl ST Wgd Ol

(EY ¢

“There wiil be a deaf, dumb and blind fitnah.

Whoever will peek at it, it will snatch him away. To let

the tongue loose in‘this fitnah will be like the strike of
the sword.”

Hazrat Maulana Khalil Ahmad Saharanpuri & a
+k+ mentions in the commentary of this Hadith that the
meaning of this fitnah being deaf, dumb and blind is
that those involved in it will not be able to distinguish
between right and wrong. There will not listen to what
any person has to say. Rather they will harm and
torture those who will speak up. ‘Letting the tongue
loose’ alludes to those who will communicate false
information between the rivalling factions which will
add fuel to the fire of fitnah. (Badhlul Majhood vS p97)

‘Allamah Ibn Taymiyah = & i~, has mentioned
whilst explaining the blind and deaf” fitnah:
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Byidy A daby M0 ode o0 W 4 Joay o deady G ey’
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ot 2 geen Y Gm BUL B ey b Sl g 05O
GH1 Al mt b gty el a8 e 43 0S5y on ST T
P e Bl ciaim U 2B b o e Oy w3y
Bﬂath}lﬂl‘,};aﬁhﬂiudou}lﬁqiM,
,..L]?-.ll J.Uiclufgdduu shant sloas Ld JUE W g subialy 33!
Nighh cpladt sty Led g5 5 peb onm G DU e S5 4
(YYe o ¥ z 3..1),J1 il CL‘.J) ilald| J.AI UJ_.E \.‘.L\i ity

. “The actual objective of the True Deen is virtue and
practising upon it. Thus, (in order to practise upon it) it
is necessary to have knowledge of the truth, to have an
intention of it and to have the ability upon it. Fitnah is
in conflict with all of this as it becomes an impediment
in understanding, intending and having ability upon
the truth. Such doubts are created in circumstances of
fitnah which confuse the truth with falsehood and this
results in many or most people not being able to
ascertain the truth. In it, there are desires and
emotions that become an obstacle in one intending the
truth. The forces of evil become so overwhelming in it
that they weaken the ability vpon virtue. Therefore, a
person senses a change in the condition of his heart in
circumstances of fithah and such conditions come
upon the hearts that become an obstacle in
understanding and intending the truth. Thus, fitnah

has been called blind and deaf, and it has been
mentioned that it is like the pieces of a dark night (This
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Hadith has been quoted as the forthcoming Hadith
number four). Such words have been used to express
the fact that ignorance prevails in circumstances of
fitnah and knowledge becomes concealed to the extent
that the people of fitnah become like the people of

Jahiliyyah."

(3) Hazrat Abu Hurayrah < &t ., narrates that
the Holy Prophet ol «ls & lomentioned:
Sk Y ee AU e 0 g L Gl Y sy pedi oy
16 I3 0% S BB U Wb Sl ¥y e
b1ty Gt S s mpy L HU ) Jlly P L A
(VYRE Jor Jb pdy Jor 1 g8 g A0l a8 Y Ol el
“By the being in whose hand is my soul, the world
will not come to an end until such a day comes upon
the people in which the killer will not know for what
reason he killed and the killed will not know for what
reason he was killed.” It was asked, *How will this
happen?” He (rJ‘ 3 s B ) mentioned, “Bloodshed
(will become rifej; the killer and killed will be in the
Fire,”
{4) Hazrat Abu Musa Ash'ari «s & eonarrates that
the Holy Prophet ‘.L yale N e mentioned:

by W gs g for I sy (BLL LI ala2€” b AL oy o O
PXIPCUPE IR T TR RY L TR P TR
g V gyl @5 040 1 gplady (Soud 1y S L 0
gi o=y et g ﬁﬂp‘-ﬁ#{&wdﬁé O 5 land-ly
(EY08 &l § adl b ) J ol Al QA 0yl
“Prior to Qiyamah there will be fitnahs which will
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be like the pieces of a dark night. During them, a
person will be a believer in the morning and will

become a disbeliever in the evening; and he will be a
believer in the evening and will become a disbeliever in
the morning. The one sitting during them will be better
than the one standing and the one walking will be
better than the one ninning, so break your bows and
cut your bowstrings and smash your swords against
the stones. Then too, if someone comes in (to attack]
any one of you, he should be like the better of the two
sons of Adam (% «l)” (In other words like Haabeel
who tolerated being killed by Qaabeel bw, did not
attempt to kill him.)

Hazrat Hasan Basri & <~ J__has explained the
meaning of “a person will be a believer in the morning
and will become a disbeliever in the evening” in the
following words:

i FLEL PETT et «dh} Ap by d._;-i ,r.U L 2 Jr:h Mﬂ
ka2t sy Md ovias ol g duy a2 ey sl a2

(VYA olhlt U adedS” (38 O Ko elr b Dl (A1 ot il

“Meaning that by morning this Muslim will regard
the blocd, honour and wealth of his Muslim brother as
Haram [i.e. sanctified and impermissibile to disrespect.
Translator] , and by evening he will render them Halal;
fi.e. permissible to disrespect. Translator] and by
evening he will regard the blood, honour and wealth of
his brother Haram and by morning he will render them
Halal.”

(S) Hazrat Abu Bakrah « &' &, narrates that the
Holy Prophet ‘-L- 3 ade & e mentioned:
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“Truly, there will be such a fitnah in which the one
lying down will be better than the one sitting and the
one sitting will be better than the one standing and the
one standing will be better than the one valking and
the one walking will be better than the one running.”
He asked, “O Messenger of Allah. What do you
command me (in such circumstances)?” He { i & e
p 3} replied, “Whoever has camels should go and be
with them, and whoever has goats should go and be
with them and whoever has any land should go to it.”
He asked, “And whoever doesn't have any of this?” He

[P‘I“ 3 e A =} answered, “He should go to his sword
and smash its edge on a rocky terrain and then run as

far as he can.”

{6} The above Hadith of Hazrat Abu Bakrah 3
«¢ v has also been narrated by Hazrat Sa’d bin Abi
Waqqgaas «s & -2 In the end of this narration
Hazrat Sa'd (RA) mentions, “I asked the Holy Prophet
H—-—- 3 ade Bt s~ that if someone gets into my home and
stretches out his hand to kill me, (what should I do?})”
He (fj-; ole =) replied, “Be like the son of Adam ({i.e.
Haabeel).” (Sunan Abi Dawood, Hadith 4257)



54

{7) Hazrat Wabisah bin Msa’bad has narrated a
portion of Hazrat Abu Bakrah's Hadith from Hazrat
‘Abdullah bin Mas’ood s+ J\ &l 4, in which there is
this addition:" & 3 r....l:-‘ %", In other words, those
killed in such a fitnah {in which the truth is not clear)
will all go to the Fire of Hell. Thereafter, Hazrat Wabisah
o & &~ mentions: )

Jo Aol ¥ Lo g A AUl Sl JB 2 gaes b 4 IS 3
et ST JU ob el g5 el Oof b W ol s

ajb@ﬁ)ﬁaw#w.%wwiywaﬁ)ﬂdu
fnh&bﬁaﬁ»dmagfc.,iah&:aac.ﬁ@rc;)
WS ey ake B oo & Sy 0 Araad 2 W1 W) Y B

(EYOA Cudom (Rl S (3903 3l i) 73 g ot St

“l asked, “O Tbn Mas'ood, when will this happen?”
He replied, “It will be the days of killing and bloodshed
when 2 person will not be safe from even the one who
sits by him.” I said, “What do you order me if such a
time reaches me?” Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas'ood & 4,
«¢ JWw mentioned, “Hold back your tongue and hand
and become a mat of your home.” Then when Hazrat
Uthman «e Jus & s was martyred, my heart began to
fly,)) so | rode to Damscus. There, 1 met Hazrat
Khuraym bin Faatik « Jw & >, and I related this
Hadith to him.

(1) This tneans, “My heart inclined and clung to what it loves”
(See 2qadt Ly 3 W4 under s and -4 £ v3, pg 366 and the
Lexicon by EW.Lane v.5 pgl093). It may alsoc mean, "My
heart became troubled, panic-sticken and fearful®. (See Ju
354 v.5 pg95). Translator
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He swore an oath on Allah besides Whom there is
none worthy of worship that he indeed heard this
Hadith from the Messenger of Allah ‘.l'- 3 ols & e just
as Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas'ood «s H <~ had
related it to me.”

{8) In the above Hadith Hazrat Abdullah bin
Mas'ood # Jw & 2, advised Hazrat Wabisah &t o)
s JW to become the mat of his home. This has been
narrated directly from the Holy Prophet rJ" 3 et P
by Hazrat Abu Musa Ash’ari « (i & %o He states
that the Holy Prophet i.J.-  ole & Lo mentioned:

s W e o s @Ml U1 ST o Sf o O
Wb iy Ut g o ed deAd 1 IS gy L o ety IS
19155 OB U el tad 1 g8 L sl e g g Aty Sl o

(EYNY e (Rt L (a4l ‘-_.}’I‘u...d) .'PSJ}‘J. U-bb-f

“Before you there will be fitnahs like pieces of a
dark night. During them, a person will be a believer in
the morning dnd he will become a disbeliever in the
evening; and he will be a believer in the evening and he
will become a disbeliever in the morning. The person
sitting in them will be better than the one standing,
and the one standing will be better than the one
walking, and the one walking will be better than the
ore running.” The Companions (RA} asked, “Then, what
is your command for us?” He [‘-L- s ale bl o) replied,
“Becorne the mat of your homes.”

(9) Hazrat Abu Zarr Ghifari «s Jl &1 >, states:

Oy U hed ol 13 WL tpdy ade 1 oo Bl gy 4 JB
P EIPEIRLINCE DX F I8 JUIESICAT IR PR
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“The Messenger of Allah f..I.~J e & s said to me,

“O Abu Zarr.” | said, “I am at your service, O Messenger
of Allah.” Then the Holy Prophet eles ale & Lo
mentioned something in which he also mentioned,
“What will be your condition when death will spread so
much amongst people that a grave will be attained in
lieu of the price of a slave.” I said, “Allah and His
Messenger know best,” or “What will Allah and his
Messenger prefer for me?” He {{.J'.- § e & ) replied,
“Be steadfast on patience.” Then, he (rl'.- 3 e & )
addressed me again, “O Abu Zarr.” | said, “l am at your
service, O Messenger of Allah.” He (ul.y «l= B L)
mentioned, “What will be your condition when the area
of Ahjar aizayt will be flooded in blood?” I said, “What
will Allah and His Messenger prefer for me?” He ( a e
ri‘ 3 4ls] replied, “Just attach yourseif firmly to the

family to which you belong.” I said, “O Messenger of
Aliah, shouldnt I take my sword and place it on my
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shoulder?” He {r’I“ 3 ads & s~} mentioned, “In that case
you will become a party to the people (of Fitnah).” I said,
“Then what is your command for me?” He («e &t Jo
r.L s mentioned, “Cling to your home.” 1 said, “If
someone gets into my home?” He {'..L' g oale & L)
mentioned, “If you fear that you will not be able to
tolerate the shine of the sword, then throw your
garment over your face. He will return with the burden
of his sin and your sin.”
(10) Hazrat Abu Sa’eed Khudri « & s narrates
that the Holy Prophet ‘.L 34k & JLomentioned:
Sodht adigay JUt Cind U oy o eledl S g 085 OF Bl g
Al o Dl WP D (N sy G e Al s
(VA S (Al e g il
“The time is coming close when the best wealth of a
Muslim will be goats behind which he will go to the
peak of mountains and places of rain, whilst fleeing
from the fitnahs whilst preserving his deen.”
(11) Hazrat Abu Musa Ash’ari «s & .», narrates
that the Noble Prophet ol ; 4l & o mentioned whilst
making mention of fitnah:

oSt gl b Vg 1y oF gl g galady oSd Lgd 19 S
¥ chnat T JRUNRC NY o _’.!I JU .'raT ‘-ﬂlf \j}f}
I UL Y - Sud sl b it ..._JI)_J Gk gt o)
(YY+ & Eudo Luadlt

“In such fitnah, break your bows, and cut your
bowstrings and cling to the bellies [i.e. midst

Translator] of your homes, and be like the son,
(Haabeel], of Adam.”
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(12) Hazrat Ma’qil bin Yasaar «= Al eonarrates
that the Holy Prophet ol., «le &l Jlomentioned:

RS REIET, R g U WA JE VP U R
AR TR PN § W
“The reward of (being engaged in} worship when
bloodshed will be rife is like the reward of making
Hirah (migrating} to me.”
(13) Hazrat Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin al ‘Aas & =y
L+ narrates that the Holy Prophet ri-”) e i b
mentioned:
on B oy dlf b it e b OF by 00y oS S
On ey 1S 16187y 1 phlel W BUL g WB0 gge Lo e B )
8 ol JB S5 08 3] 1 Jgey U b kS B anl]
POy @Sl e Ogldiy 03 S5 b Dypdiy O A
o Al (d el LU Gl ST el ot ) L eSUl g6
(raasv
“What will be your condition in a time that is about
to come, in which people will be sifted well, and such
pecple will remain who will be like husk. They will not
be concerned regarding their covenants and trusts.
They will differ and become chaotically muddled up
with each other like this.” Mentioning this, the Holy
Prophet .’LJ e A = placed the fingers of one hand
between the fingers of the other. The Companions
asked, “What should we do, O messenger of Allah,
when this happens?” The Holy Prophet r.l.q PR o
replied, “Practise upon the good that you see and leave
the bad that you see and turn your attention towards
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your own (reformation) and leave your masses (in their
condition).” '
(14) Hazrat Muhammad bin Maslamah «s Jw & 5,
narrates that the Holy Prophet r.l- 3 ade & s mentioned:
W Sy S SIS O 15 Ity B By A O Ko WY

T T TR T O T R o T T Tyl
S Al 3 Sl b (R S e b ey el
(YARY
“Fitnah will come and there will be disunity and
differences. So when this happens, take your sword to
(Mount) Uhud and smash your sword against it until it
breaks, then sit in your home until an erroneous hand
comes to you or death comes and puts an end to you.”
(15) Hazrat Huzayfah bin Yamaan «s Jw & 42,
narrates that the Holy Prophet ol e Y &~ mentioned:
Jamy b ed 0 B L] el e g g e Bl
3 W el e dh 0 galSay s o b JU W g it
S5 OP ol egabaly aleds 2ol a3 B el 58700 O
J.Jlo :_,a.n.? of J}J Anly JJ.G.‘\ S df&ﬁ cJu (plal Yy isle "-‘
S (5 et o gl YOS o I-‘_-J[} Q}‘ e.LS'J.g G i
(Yo At Soo (il
“There will be some people who will be inviting
towards the doors of Jahannam. Whoever will accept
what they say, they will throw him into Jahannam.” 1
said, “O Messenger of Allah! Please describe them for
us.” He ‘..L- 3 ale Y - replied, “They will be of our skin
and will speak our language.” I said, “If such a time
comes to me, what do your order me?” The Holy
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Prophet ‘..L 3 4ls & Lo replied, “Hold firmly on to the
congregation of the Muslims and their Ameer (leader).”
said, “If they do hot have a congregation or leader?” The
Holy Prophet rL 3y 4de &t e replied, “Then keep away
from all those groups, even if you have to bite into the
root of a tree until death comes to you in such a
condition.””
(16) Hazrat Migdad bin Aswad <« (W 4 )
mentioned: ~
A el O} Jgis phosy ke B o it J gy Come A1 g
by G e o At OF Gl G b deandt O Rl G
(EYTF Sude (R AT 910 i ey M1 S pad
“l swear by Allah that [ heard the Messenger of
Allah ,1- 3 oo i e mentioning, *Verily, fortunate is he
who stayed away from fithahs. Veérily, fortunate is he
who stayed away from fitnafis Verily, fortunate is he
who stayed away from fitnahs. And he who was tried
(through™ the oppression of someone) and then -was
patient, he is beyond any admiratiore**”
(17) Hazrat Ummu Malik Bakzlyyah tpe Ji'S )
mentions:

& Jyory by ol U U A s ke B o Bt J gy S
ST My ey Wi @3 f e e y" i JU S ATt o e
Rl Al 3 sda g 8ly gy TRy g AR dw b el g J2T
W JUs YAVY Syl Al 3 fr 1 OGS sl b Yy

(ifp porm s

“The Messenger of Allah (.J‘- 5 ale - Mmade
mentionn of a fitnah, and informed that it is soon to
come. | asked, “Who will be the best person in that
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fitnah?” He ooy «l¢ & s replied, “He who stays with
his livestock (in other words, he stays away from
fighting), and fulfils its right and worships his Lord;
and he who holds the head of his horse and frightens
the enemy and they frighten him.” (in other words,
instead of aligning himself with a group in the civil
strife between Muslims, he is involved in Jihad against
non-Muslims.)

(18) Hazrat Sa’eed bin Zaid Ash-hali <& JW & .o,
mentions that a sword was sent as a gift to Rasulullah
ohey «le & Lo from Najran. The Holy Prophet e & 1o
ri.a sy gave this sword to Hazrat Muhammad bin
Maslamah «¢ [ & ., and advised him thus:

F 2 4y ) st kst 13U B o J Lk AR
oy Mol dge gl Akl Wy ahal 3 ke e SO ey o
S L Rl RS I STR S PIPEC R
OITPYA Sudo Gl J ks b 4 (il

“Engage in Jihad in the path of Allah with this
{sword). Then when differences arise amongst the necks
of people smash it against a stone, and then enter your
home and become a {motionless) lying mat, untl an

erroneous hand comes to you (that intends to kill you
unjustly) or death that will put an end to you comes to

you.
Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbaas lus JW & o,
narrates this incident in the following words:

FUT U e Kol g Dt sl oy ade B o ) O
3> eV adadl Ty ik e ) 138 15 B b a8 2l
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Ul ekt oy ke 3 ake B o G o A Lo § Visd pes
b A s b (R ST (W )y AR
(YYYya

“The Holy Prophet 4l y ols & s gave Muhammad

bin Maslamah a sword and said, “Fight the polytheists

with this sword until fighting with them continues.
Then when you see that two swords are being used

between Muslims, smash this sword until it becomes
blunt, and sit in your home until death that will put an
end to you, or an erroneous hand comes to you.”

(19) The conqueror of Iran, Hazrat Khalid bin
Arfatah «& & & &~ harrates that the Holy Prophet Jl»
e 3 s & mentioned:

O Canlazal OB UMty by Sl (gm0 5w U] W
ady gt pdalty 0ty A3l alyy " abth AR Y il B e O 4SS
CA.‘) D oy Ay Suad O Y PR TV PN R GL"
OYIYE Sodo Rl 3 dads be b (il S okdl

“O Khalid! After me, there will be many calamities
and fitnahs and there wili be differences. So, if you are
able to do so then you must become the servant of

Allah who is killed, not the one who killed,”
(20) Hazrat Abu Imran narrates his story:

o Dptp by il o gm s¥ge Cmb B gl okd
g A 1 JB Oply ot B cledd S pltdl 1) aqne c;—i
G ke JWB Uiy g ool OF Y1 Ol okt il
b Ay J i s 8" 08 ol g e it o i g 0 O
18 Ay chad JB "Gl od M b oy b iR LaLES
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rodar JU JU UMW Ll e adkd o Jead akd ae” Jadd
W aaf) ponall Jury dlryy ity d ey i
OYTAN Gl o 0955 bagd oty (R ol
“I said to Hazrat Jundub < Jw &l 4=, , “I have
pledged allegiance on the hands of these people,
(meaning Hazrat Abdullah bin Zubayr es W & )
and they desire that I go with them to Sham to fight.”
Hazrat Jundub «s i & = replied, “Abstain from it.”
[ said, “They do not agree {to my not going with them.
Translator].” Hazrat Jundub «s W & &2 said, “Then
ransom yourself by your wealth.” I said, “They do not
agree to anything but that ] ﬁght with them with the
sword.” Hazrat Jundub «s JWw ot =, said, “So and so
told me that the Messenger of Allah sy ol 31 o
mentioned, “The one killed will bring his killer on the
day of Qivamah and will say {to Allah Jw): “O my Lord!.
Ask him why he killed me.” Shubah (who is the
narrator of this Hadith) says, “I deem that he also
mentioned, “Allah Jlw will ask the killer, “For what
reason did you kill him?” He will reply, “I killed him for
the sake of the government of so and so.” Thereafter,
Hazrat Jundub «& W & =) mentioned, “Thus, abstain
from this.”
(21) Hazrat Abu Umamah «s Jis & &, narrates
that the Holy Prophet rI-' yule Y s mentioned:

oSuirl Jlg b 2ls 4wy e Rl § Je oy o A0 OF
o by gt oy Wlad B e £ e ol 0l L
pef) cini ady 0 pd g Olagle o ol Ay (Jlaalt ot g I
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(YYYYY Cradadl plad o L (Rl ST (g S

“Allah W did not make any such thing permissible

during times of Fitnah that He made impermissible

before. (Then), what happens to you that one of you

comes to his brother and greets him with salaam and
then he comes later on and kills himl.”

The Conduct of the Noble
Companions ws Jw & >, during Civil Strife

After the martyrdom of Hazrat Uthman Jw & )
xs the fitnahs of civil strife between Muslims began.
Those Sahaba to whom it became clear that a particular
group is correct, sincerely aligned themselves with that
group, whilst those who were not able to decide which
group is on the right, kept away, as per the above
teachings of the Holy Prophet ‘..L- 3 Ade & s~ . Hazrat
Adisah bint Uhban W &l lg~, mentions:

O gt 4 W g 1o f 1 Il oy e s
i a i BT OF ) At 13) () dge Ehas ol b
K PRPENCITRIN I g R QU PRTRCE JE UL AT 2R 1
o WAL i g Ll WAy Sahs et 2 S
3 st b Ol (R S e ey e o A S
(VYo F S il § (2t o i 3K

*Hazrat Ali bin Abi Talib <+ Jw & 2z, came to my

father and called him to come out and fight with him.
My father said, “My bosom friend and your paternal
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cousin (meaning the Holy Prophet rLJ 1-19 B b= ) had

advised me that when differences amongst the people

begin, 1 should make a sword of wood. Thus, 1 have

made that sword. If you wish, should I come with you

with this sword?” Hearing this, Hazrat Ali <+ Jw i )

left him.” .

When Hazrat Ali «e Jw & s was busy in battle

against the opposition, Hazrat Usamah bin Zaid &l 4,
Lge Jla sent him the following message: '

(YY) o Cador (il ity gt Y =) ,"a)i

“Even if you were in the jaws of a lion, 1 would have
desired that 1 be together with you in them, but as far
as this (civil strife} is concerned, I do not deem it
correct to (take part in it}.”

Hazrat Muhammad bin Seereen JW & «~, states:
gty ooy pit al e it gar 3T oty g o dad
oLy Ols & G gl g BT YO0 B 0 Y1004
olyy ogat Bosl Uly Dualr W8 MU e oo D Dh2
b Rl S Ty aa) ol Jlory Ay (4

. O YPYA fpadadt elas

“When Hazrat Sa'd «s Jj & =, was told {during
the civil strife between the Muslims), “Are you not
fighting, whereas you are a member of the Shura, and
you are more rightful to take part in this as compared
with others?” he replied, “] will not fight until these
people bring me a sword that has two eyes, a tongue

and two lips; (and) which is able to recognise a believer
apart from a disbeliever because I have engaged in
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Jihad and unwcrstand what Jihad is.”

The student of Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar W &l ey

leg:e, Hazrat Nafi’ J & <~ states:
1] Y p!J'J'I ga'n:l..;j 4 L'.'bbr) aul Logis fﬂi g&".‘)ﬁ"ﬁ!‘-‘ o.G"
b ploy i Bl Jo ol Ll joe ool SOty 1pin it
& J& (If (Y t‘;’-‘f po ?‘Jr & of G JW ?cﬁ of slace
ot Oy i S5 ] a LB W A 0 )T Y g e gy
DB o 080 A 00 g W O Og sl
3y dl.ﬁ d}j ol ‘E,E,h 5)}-‘ t}g—.é:jl iy :‘_'5)\:'1.,51 g’
(£21Y Sudr 0B OS5 Y 3 a0
“Twe peopie came to Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar
g Jbo it =) during the Fitnah that took place in the
time of Hazrat Abdnllah bin Zubair Lgs Jw a s and
said, “People are going towaste, and you are the son of
Umar « & 22 and @ tompanion of the Holy
Prophet f..l.-} e Gt . What then is stopping you from
coming out (and participating in the fighting)?” Hazrat
Abdullah bin Umar LWes Al ~ mentioned, “The fact
that Allah has declared the blood of my brother Haram
is stopping me.” They said, “Hasn’t Allah Ta’ala
mentioned, “Fight them until fitnah does not remain™?”
Hazrat ibn Umar {lges Jw & &2} replied, “We have
fought until fitnah was no more and the deen was for
Allah, and you wish to fight until filnah is created and
so that deen becomes for other than Allah.”

Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar Lgs & 2o lived
through the eras of Hajjaj bin Yousuf and other rulers.
During this period many civil works took place and
people took up arms against the leaders. However,
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Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar \egs Jw & s, steadfastly
kept to his stance of not fighting against the ruler of the
time. In fact, he did not even take part in any activity
against Yazeed. He even warned his sons stating that
whosoever of them took part in any fight against Yazeed
will have nothing to do with him. His words were:

u_...a.-.;;d,..ﬂfuic,,&y,@uaiy‘.hdu&,bw@1"
A Y AN e 3 sl Yy aals (St T Y Gty JeBL 4
(V\ VY e ol ul:f “;)Lﬁ,ll c,’bd) -“""'-.!j@ﬁJ-ﬂe"-“

“l do not deem there to be any treachery worse
than that allegiance is pledged in the name of Allah and
‘His Messenger upon the hands of a person, and then
war is waged against him, If I come to know regarding
any one of you that he has revolted against him (Yazeed)
or has pledged to revolt, then this will be a decisive
factor (in severing relationships with him.)"

During the period of civil war, Hazrat Salamah bin
Akwa’ «e | &l also left Madinah Munawwarah and
moved to Rabzah; a suburb nearby. He then came back

‘to Madinah just a few days before his demise. pows)
(Y AV G i 3 o adl Ol o ordll kST gl
Furthermore, Hazrat Hameed bin Hilal -, mentions:

b3 8 gl pat Y oy pnd (e o OF pas (B Al Corla U
10 gl by b Spedd gt JU Rl op gl Sy
OpFT O 18y s U1 jab Car®y 100 g5 oty 35 pghklD
& g7 A o ol @ e el 8 gl Ll s
¢|JJ "Gt of sl g.‘...; bl aol gyl OF By Cof ol
(\'H'wMk\\&s)@..dw\.—-,d\’”guui N
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“When the fire of civil war began to rage, Hazrat
Imran bin Husayn e W & =, instructed Hazrat
Hujayr bin Rabee’ Adawi thus: “Go and stop your
people from taking part in the Fitnah.” He replied,
“They point fingers at me and de not listen to me.”
Hazrat Imran bin Husayn said, “Then convey this
message to them from my side and stop them.” Hameed
bin Hilal states, “I heard Hazrat Imran bin Husayn
swearing by Allah saying, *I prefer to be a black slave
tending to goats on the peak of a mountain until death
comes to me, over that I shoot an arrow at any one of
two fighting Saffs (rows), irrespective of whether 1 miss
or hit the target.”

Zaid bin Wahb ,, mentions an incident of Hazrat
Huéayfah bin Yaman «e Jw & 25 The people were
angry at some matters of the ruler of the time. A person
came to Hazrat Huzahfah «e Ji & e and said, “Why
don't you enjoin good and forbid evil?” Hazrat Huzayfah
understood that he is alluding to the fact that the
people should revoit against the ruler upon which he
mentioned:

30 Tl o oy b AU g5 iy Dyl 1 o
P YT A e gl S Ml e gl
AIFE Lodr YYE o 0p 1yl mafy (VIYFY Cud>YON

($ 384 o 2@ il JUg O ) A A o o 4y

“Verily enjoining good and forbidding evil is a good
trait. However, this is not a Sunnah that you take up
arms against your Ameer.”

It has been narrated regarding our pious
predecessors that on the basis of these Ahadith and



69

Aathar (i.e. Traditions) they refrained from armed

struggle against even the worst of rulers. During the era
of Hazrat Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal s Sl i~ the
Mu'tazilah had taken to power. They would ruthlessly
torture those who did not subscribe to their beliefs. To
the extent that even Imam Ahmad «k & i~, was
imprisoned for twenty eight months during which he
wasl, whipped so mercilessly that his body became
covéred in blood and as a result of this torture he
remaited ill for a long pericd of time even after being
relchsed. Witnessing this tyranny and  oppression
against the people in an effort to spread totally baseless
and false beliefs, some scholars of Baghdad approached
Imam Ahmad «l & a~, too, and suggested that they
should revolt against the present governmlent. Imam
Ahmad «ls fhl i, regdarded these beliefs to be nothing
but dewviant. In -fact he regarded such beliefs to be
bordering Kufr (dishelief) and he used to repeat the
Salahs that were performed behind the Ameer who
subscribed to such beliefs. Despite this, he refused to
accept this suggestion and did not tolerate civil war.
Hafiz ‘Shamsuddin Zahabi «l= & i~, narrates this
incident in these words:

Ms,a.ggfahw;ﬁofm.&!@sﬂidﬁ‘l:ydﬁ
L bl F au Jgy st b g 3y Dk Beledly
AUl Ll ol s gf o art ) Ll Rt e b
Jad o Gy OT @ e L dladl o bl sin ol e
Agts B sl O Wil g e gl cuy Ol g LW
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S5 Ball s \loadl dmadt 35 1 adiy s 13) Bl dmy g dmasl
B Y b iy e f J) B ey DY 0k JU e il
‘_‘Jﬁﬁb a§a t_-i‘l.ﬂ‘ 1‘,;5} ‘honﬁ[k’l&dlﬁuﬁj (.jw, Lid
Y o 1Sy 108 O S (§ Ol ey padalt s
WA esﬁ,ﬂ'ﬂf)ﬂ‘-‘y) .PJJBUJ "”’u“ﬂ""‘"‘ Al o )
(Wl Il 3o 1 S Bt Ay i o0 A g 2 5 YA
n‘I\(The paternal cousin of Imam Ahmad), Hazrat
Hanbal Lgle &I i~ narrates that after Imam Ahmad -,
had recovered from the torture of the whipping, he
used to attend the Jumuah and congregatjoné.l prayers,
narrate Ahadith and issue fatwa until Mu’tasim died
and his son Wathiq became the ruler. (Then) he
(Waathiq} openiy declared his_inclination towards
Ahmad bin Abi Dawud (the leader of the Mutazilahj
and his associates and tortured the people. When the
matter worsened much and the Qazis (judges) also
began issuing verdicts of torture (against the Ahlus
Sunnah] with regards to the issue of o7, 5= (the
Quran being & creation) and Fazl Anmati and Abu Salih
were geparated from their wives {as they were declared
to be disbelievers}, Imam Ahmad would although attend
the Jumu’ah prayers to attain its virtue, but would
repeat the Salah that he performed behind people
subscribing to such deviant beliefs, On this occasion
some people came to Imam Ahmad e & i~, and said,
“This misguidance has spread too much, and it has
gone beyond bounds. We fear that the govermment will
spread even mere misguidance. They also mentioned
that Ibn Abi Dawud has decided to give an order to the
teachers in the Makatib [ie. institutes of early
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elementary education. Translator] to teach the children

such (deviant] beliefs regarding the Quran. Thus, now
we are not happy with the rule of the present
government {and wish to revolt against it with arms.)”
But Hazrat Imam Ahmad «l¢ & 2~, stopped them and
debated with them regarding this.”
Qazi Abu Ya'la Jw e , has narrated this incident
in the following words:
GV Ak gl 31 oy el ezt B ANy 3 Je JU
—OTJ.E.U S bl O pa— 123, ‘..lL.u B f[ a1 )by (.L}f fbﬁ'l
HCN ‘.S_Ls Jub athls Yy Wyl s Wad Ul 3 D4
{\Sr‘j'-) Sopadedl Lae 1 gii3 Yy delh ety pakd Y ;t._(-)li-
(VY 2 g ¥ Al
“Hanbal «le & i~ » mentions that the jurists of
Baghdad came together to Imam Ahmad «l e J and
said that this matter — of coercing people to announce
the belief of o7 &% jl= — has spread and gone beyond
bounds. We have come to seek your advice regarding
the fact that we are not pleased with the government of
this Caliph and his being the Ameer. Upon this, Imam
Ahmad &l &t 2~ , mentioned, “You should regard what
yvou have in your hearts as evil, and do not pull 2 hand
away from accepting the government and do not create
dissension amongst the Muslims.”
Hafiz ibn Hajr «k & a~, writes whilst making
mention of Hazrat Hasan bin Salih <le & i~

S Al 7 g B L;ﬁa\S'@qd,_Jl‘sﬁoﬁ'[tLoao_J-i]
W 2l .ﬂf&ﬁf‘iuﬁ;ﬂﬂpﬂwuu l.l.l)),i_-li.gﬂ
WP by CnsMl ot Ry g 301 Andy b a3 ) b o
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inadt 85 Wiy dol do gt [ OlS ar ety L A s
pudt LYy pa V3 Gt Ll L Y Ol alls fy A
plal agd % gl O Oy cendt 8 4 gl b L Gtd)l
(tL.a,_-,g ekl AR g YAA o Y z g ald) L Agad
“Hasan bin Salih 4ls & i, used to regard armed
revolt against oppressive rulers to be permissible. This
is an old view of the predecessors. However, later the
Ummah settled on the view that this should not be
done. This is because the scholars of the Ummah have
witnessed that armed revolt becomes a means of even
worse conditions. Thus, there is much to learn from the
incidents of Harrah and those of Ibn al Ash’ath, for he
who pounders. Even Hazrat Hasan Bin Salih «le & i~
did not revolt against anyone despite (his regarding it to
be permissible.y”
The very same Hafiz ibn Hajr «ls & i, mentions
whilst explaining the Hadith number five that has
passed under the heading, “Conduct with rulers™

Ay OBl ez g 3 85§ o St ey o U
ane Sty il DLt delb ey o slgddlt anl Wy ¢l
STy sl e e 3 G U ade g e o sl Oy
NE S op iy g 0dbley Voo pby pd-llda egamo g s
f b o3 3 asth 5 eE W pall ST DUl e ady 13

e A Gdalg

“Allamah ibn Battaal mentions that this Hadith
provides proof for the fact that armed revolt should not
be initiated against the Sultan {ruler] even though he is
oppressive. The Jurists are unanimous on the fact that
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it is necessary to obey [in permissible matters) even a
ruler who has seized control fofccfully and that to
engage in jihad with such a ruler is also regarded valid
in the Shariah, and that cbeying him is better that
revolting with arms against him, because it is in this

way that bloodshed is refrained from and calamities are
prevented. The proof of the jurists is this very Hadith
and those Ahadith which support this. The Jurists
have not excluded any circumstance from this ruling
except that of when manifest disbelief is.committed by
the Sultan. Then his obedience in it is not permissible.
Rather, it is necessary upon those who have the ability
to engage in jihad against him.”

Those jurists who have mentioned that if some
people rebel against an. oppressive ruler, then if the
oppression is manifest they should be assisted and if
the truth is not clear, neither should the ruler be
assisted and nor should these people be helped, () 5,
Yo 5Y1t e tr ild O, do not refer to fevolting to topple
the government, but rather what is meant is defending
the people against oppression. (YY) o op il i)
Hakeemul Ummah, Hazrat Maulana Ashraf Ali Thaanwi
s 4 has discussed, in detail, the circumstances in
which it is permissible to revolt against the government
and those in which it is not. I have mentioned the
summary of his discussion in Takmilah Fath al Mulhim,
The crux of it is that, even in circumstarnces of manifest
disbelief, when armed struggle is permissible, it is a
condition that there should not be the danger of the
Muslims having to face worse conditions as a result of
such revolt. (For details refer to 5" (\¥¥_e o s sl slis
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Pyl Jie g O8O Jja" Ol w2padl g L) Then the
condition that the people should unanimously agree to
the leadership of a person who really is worthy of
leadership from a Shari’ perspective, goes without
saying.

The study of history reveals that whenever an
armed revolt was initiated against a person in authority,
the consequences of the same did not prove tc be good
for the Muslims, Rather, as a result, the Ummah had to
face even worse circumstances. Allamah [bn Taymiyyah
ole &l im, mentions:
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i 06 iR ol SISy, skt fal g ol B Sl o el
Oy, sl ol ol SISy (B ity Glall ol
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“Whaosoever has revclted against any {Muslim) ruler,

the evil that came out of his action was much more
than the good that was created. Take as an example
those who revolted against Yazeed ‘in . Madinah
Munawwarah, and Ibn al Ash'ath who revelted against
Abdul Malik in Iraq, and Ibn al Muhaliab who revolted
against his father in Khurasan, and Abu Muslim who
also revolted in Khurasan against the leaders, and
those who revolted against Mansoor in Madinah
Munawwarah and Basrah, and other people like them.
The end result of such people is that either they are
suppressed and defeated, and if they do overpower (the
oppressive ruler), their government terminates after a
very short period of time and the end result does not go
in their favour. Thus, Abdullah bin Ali and Abu Muslim
killed many people, and then both were killed by Abu
Ja'far Mansoor. And as far as the people of Harrah, Ibn
al Ash’ath and Ibn al! Muhallab are concerned, they
together with their companions were defeated. They
were thus neither able to establish the Deen and nor
able to maintain the Dunya [i.e. worldly benefits.
Trénslator]. Allah Ta’ala does not command any such
action in which there is neither good for the deen and
nor the dunya, notwithstanding that those who are
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+ doing such an action are Allah’s pious servants and

people of Paradise....This is the condition of the people
of Harrah. They were many people of knowledge and
pious people amongst them. Even in the companions of
Ibn al Ash'ath was a great number of knowledgeable
and pious people....Hazrat Hasan Basri «le. &1 > used
tc mention, “Hajjaj bin Yusuf is the punishment of
Allah. So do not try to prevent Allah’s punishment with
your hands. Rather, you should humbly beseech Allah,
as Allah Ta’ala has mentioned,
TV 20 g S0 s Wy gt S G il T
(translation: “We have already Jseizec‘i them with
punishrnent, but they did not turmm humble to their
Lord, nor do they supplicate in humility.”) This is the
reason why the view of the Ahlus Sunnah has settled
on the fact that fighting should not be engaged in
during fitnah because this is what the Sahih and
established Ahadith of Rasulullah sl le & Lo
demand. The Ahlus Sunnah mention this amongst
their beliefs and enjoin being patient upon the
oppression of the rulers and not revolting against them
with arms.”
Whilst discussing this matter in much detail,
Allamah Ibn Taymiyyah +l- & i~ s goes on to mention:

FRN s 3 s Wl e g 4yl e OF gy KIS Wy
Sl syt phol g gl 23y @A B3y WiVl s
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“All these incidents prove that the command of
being patient upon the oppression of oppressive rulers
and not taking up arms against them that tiie Noble
Prophet fJ‘“ 3 ale & <= had given is definitely better for
the Dunya and Aakhirah (Hereafter) of the servants (of
Allah), and (they prove} that whoever intentionally or
mistakenly went against this command, no rectification
was realised with his action; rather, his action caused
harm. This is why the Noble Prophet P’I" 3 ke & P
praised Hazrat Hasan «s W &' ,», thus, “This son of
mine is a leader, and Aliah will reconcile between two
great factions of Muslims through him.”
Allamah Ibn Taymiyyah ¢ & e goes on to
mention;:

oF 9y DAl A o3 gl 0T 0y p SIS O erdlt OIS O
WP gby gty i o prladt plg 30 gr S S
a1 ta e adl) gl e SO g e Y S O 41y SO
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“Even though those carrying out an armed revolt
regard their purpose to be enjoining good and
forbidding evil -- for example, this was the very purpose
of those who revolted against Yazced and Ha_l]a_] in

Harrah and Dir al Jama.ajun—however if any evil
cannot be terminated except by something which is
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even worse, then terminating this evil in such a
manner, itself becomes bad. And if any good cannot be
attained except through some evil whose harms are
more than the benefits of the good, then attaining this
good in this manner, itself becomes evil. This is how
the Khawarij regarded taking up the sword against the
people of the Qiblah as permissible, to the extent that
they fought with arms against Hazrat Ali «s i & &,
and other Muslims.”
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